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More than 70 per cent of dis- 
abled people think the govern- 
ment should fund a specialist 
psycho-sexual counselling ser- 
vice, DN’s long-awaited sex 
survey results show. 

Our in-depth questionnaire, 
completed by 1,115 people, 
revealed communication is the 
greatest barrier to fulfilling rela- 
tionships for disabled people. 

Disability experts said that 
government and charitable 
organisations, the media, non- 
disabled members of the public 
and disabled people themselves 
all have a role to play in ending 
the sex and disability taboo. 

An NHS counselling service 
for disabled people would be 
invaluable, the results revealed. 

Tom Shakespeare, a leading 
authority on disability who 
works at the University of 
Newcastle, said: “Sex and 


relationships are important 
needs for many people. This sur- 
vey could provide a basis for a 
campaign for better provision.” 
The survey has shown that 
sexual self-esteem is very or 
extremely low in more than 
half of married and cohabiting 
respondents, and in 76 per cent 
of single people and 80 per cent 
of those who are divorced. 
However, only 68.2 per cent 
of people with someone to talk 
to about sex had low sexual self- 
esteem, compared those who 
had no-one, at 93.6 per cent. 
“Having someone to talk to 
about your problems can be a 
real help and this applies more 
to sexual matters than anything 
else, as it is a difficult subject to 
discuss,” said Nigel Anderson, 
who is trying to set up a “sex 
and disability alliance” of key 
organisations to provide better 
information for disabled people. 
AM large number sof men 
and women reported “asexual” 
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feelings, at 43.1 and 60.3 per cent 
respectively, while a survey on the 
Men’s Health Forum website 
(www.malehealth.co.uk), showed 
only 15 per cent of men aged 
18-59 lack interest in sex. 

Most respondents had no 
preference in terms of wanting a 
disabled or non-disabled part- 
ner, although 33.3 per cent of 
people with learning difficulties 
and 20 per cent of those who 
had lived with their impairment 
for five years or less were attract- 
ed to disabled people only. 

Richard Curen, director of 
Respond, which works with 
people with learning difficul- 
ties, said: “People with learning 
disabilities are often told by 
professionals that the most 
appropriate relationship would 
be with someone like them- 
selves. It is drummed into them 
from an early age and is partly 
to do with vulnerability and 
leaving people open to abuse.” 

Just over one-third of respon- 
dents said their living arrange- 
ments affected their ability to 
have sexual relationships. 


Over to you... 


With so many responses to 
our survey, it has only been 
possible to publish initial find- 
ings this month. The results 
were not meant to form a sci- 
entific analysis, but they clear- 
ly highlight issues that need to 
be addressed by readers, fami- 
lies, professionals, charities 
and the government. 

And what about DN? We 
have the results and comments 
from respondents, but how 
should we take them forward? 

We would like readers to 
suggest key objectives, which 
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Call for counselling 


Actress and campaigner Julie 
Fernandez said disabled people 
need to start getting jobs in the 
media to allow them to start 
changing attitudes towards sex 
and disability. “Until we have 
more disabled news-presenters, 
broadcasters and musicians 
telling the stories from our 
point of view, and until able- 
bodied people experience us as 
colleagues, they will not know 
us as normal people.” 

* Simon Parritt, author of the 
survey, comments on the 
results, page 17 


may build into campaigning 
or new information projects, 
such as demanding the 
government funds a specialist 
counselling service or could 
DN help by _ producing 
sex education leaflets? If so, 
what subjects should they 
cover? 

Or, what about specialist 
sex toys discussed on page 
four? Designers need to be 
told exactly what you want. 

Please send as many 
ideas as you ‘can, to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 
or call 020 7619 7323. 


“I have to remind myself that 
I’m still a viable human 
being but it’s tough because 
you want a relationship with 
someone who can see you, 
really see you, without being 
put off by how you walk or 
the fact you are different but 
still able to give and receive 
pleasure.” 


“The gay culture does noth- 
ing at all to embrace people 
with disabilities.” 


“There seems to be very little 
that is positive about being 
disabled and also sexually 
active portrayed either in the 
media or in literature and 
the arts.” 


“Disabled people are still 
largely considered to be asex- 
ual and the amount of mis- 
conceptions and ignorance 
on the subject is unreal.” 


“It is hard to see myself as 
desirable. I feel like I would 
be a burden to anyone who 
gets close to me.” 


“I haven't had the courage 
to attempt intercourse with 
my husband...1 definitely 
need counselling...too 
ashamed to show my body 
to my husband.” 


“Too many disabled people 
suffer in silence, especially in 
the relationship/sexuality 
sphere. Society has 
conditioned us into putting 
a brave face on things.” 


“It is all too easy for people 
to blame their disability for 
problems in their sex life 
when the problems may lie 
elsewhere. I will not be a 
victim to my disability.” 
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Sex talk 


“Having experienced life in a 
residential setting as a young 
adult, I can appreciate the 
need for some kind of service 
to relieve sexual tension for 
those who cannot relieve 
themselves through mastur- 
bation. I’m glad this subject 


is being aired and would hate 


it to stop with this research.” 


“While sex workers are a 
bona fide subject of discus- 
sion, there needs to be some 
attention paid to helping 
people develop higher self- 
esteem and challenging 
society as a whole in its 
rather blinkered views.” 


“I feel my sexual needs are 
completely invisible to 

most of my friends...no 
health care professional has 
ever asked me about my 
sexual life even though I have 
been seriously ill for nearly 
17 years.” 


“Social workers, GPs, consul- 
tants and specialists seem to 
be completely uninterested in 
disabled people’s sexual 


needs.” 


“Very little information 
about sex and disabled 
people. Unable to find a 
specialised therapist. Not 
much literature on the 
subject. No help from health 
or social services. A black 
hole — disabled people 
obviously don’t have sex 
ever. That’s how it feels.” 


“Parents should be more open 
with disabled children about 
sex and sexual awareness. We 


are still like other people.” 


“I think there needs to be 
more sex guides aimed at 
how disabled people can 
overcome the difficulties of 
having sex. They should be 
aimed at disabled couples as 
well as those where one is dis- 


abled and one is able-bodied.’ 


“I would like to see all these 
issues addressed by organisa- 
tions in the disability sector. 
It would be great to have 
some type of conference and 
workshops dealing with 
sexuality and disability.” 


A small number of people had 
used a sex worker in DN’s sur- 
vey, but three-quarters of 
respondents believed prostitu- 
tion should be fully legalised. 

Paying for sex is allowed, 
but it is illegal to run a brothel 
or to seek or advertise sexual 
services. 

The results showed many 
people would use sex workers 
who were trained to provide 
services to disabled people and 
they are currently put off using 
services by cost and the fear of 
being caught or stigmatised by 
friends and family. 

Overall, 11.7 per cent of dis- 
abled people had visited a sex 


Schools are failing to provide sex 


Although sex education is com- 
pulsory under the National 
Curriculum, almost half of 
respondents, 44.5 per cent, had 
not received any at school. 

Only 16 per cent recieved 
guidance specific to disability, 
and many were discouraged 
from the idea of sex. The results 
suggest both special and main- 
stream schools were guilty. 

One female respondent said: 
“Sex education was about frog 
reproduction and there was a 
clear message that you only 
have sex if you’re married and 


worker at some time. Our fig- 
ures show that just over one- 
fifth of disabled men have used 
sexual services, at 22.6 per cent, 
compared with a national male 
average of 11 per cent, accord- 
ing to the 2004 Durex survey. 

Men who had considered 
using a prostitute came in at 
37.6 per cent and almost two- 
thirds would consider it if there 
was a legal, regulated service. 

Less than one per cent of 
women had used sexual ser- 
vices, although 16.2 per cent 
had considered it and 19.2 
would think about using a legal 
regulated scheme. 

Tuppy Owens, founder of 
The Outsiders Trust, a club for 
disabled people, said interest in 
prostitution reflected a lack of 


he 


want children. But then I was 
told: ‘You wouldn’t want to 
bring children into this world 


who are like you.” 
Richard Reiser, director 
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‘Prostitution should be legal’ 


spontaneity and confidence 
among disabled people. 

“For disabled people, every- 
thing has to be planned. It’s not 
as easy to go out on the 
pull...in the end, you can feel 
sexually isolated,” she said. 

Ms Owens added that the 
core problem was the lack of 
options for disabled people to 


of Disability Equality in 
Education, said a recent study 
of 40 
showed only two were ade- 
quately including disabled stu- 
dents in sex education. 

“It comes down to how 
legislation is framed,” he said, 
explaining that parents and 
governors can decide what 
sex education is taught in 
each school. 

He hoped a change would be 
possible in next year’s Disabil- 
ity Discrimination Act review 
of public sector duties. 

But a spokesman for the 
Department for Education and 
Skills said the government 


mainstream schools 


RAPHY BY CHRIS RICH” 


socialise and find partners. 

Nigel Anderson, who is also 
involved with Outsiders, said: 
“Legalising prostitution is the 
way forward. It is about time 
we started dealing with it in an 
adult way. People don’t want to 
discuss sex and disability — par- 
ticularly politicians — and so it 
never gets discussed.” 


education 


believed it was right for parents 
and teachers to decide what is 
taught on sexuality. 

The issue, which can leave dis- 
abled university students lacking 
confidence when they enter high- 
er education, has caused the 
National Union of Students’ dis- 
ability officer to act. 

Sian Davies is leading a 
campaign to encourage disabled 
students to discuss sex openly. 

“Some people just haven’t 
had the conversations and 
don’t have some of the knowl- 
edge. They have a right to 
sex education and to a sexual 
life just like non-disabled 
people,” she said. 
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“I have never felt uncomfort- 
able about my disability when 
with able-bodied men, and 
they have never showed 
anything but enjoyment.” 


“I do find my disability 
affects my sex life. There are 
plenty of things to help men 
but nothing for women.” 


“It is difficult to be free when 
there are carers in the house.” 


“I have had several sexual 
partners and it has not 
affected my performance. 
I just can't swing from 
furniture.” 


“My last long-term 
relationship was abusive. I've 
now become suicidal because 
she treated me so badly, and 
feel that I have no chance of 
EVER finding a partner.” 


“My only experience of sex 
was one I now feel was more 
like rape...I ended up saying 
yes to something I didn’t want 
to do.” 


society keeps us single 


Only half of disabled people 
have had sex in the past year, 
according to our survey, but 
that was far from a shock to 
Alison Lapper (below). 

The artist, known for her 
nude photographic self-por- 
traits, said this was “not sur- 
prising at all” and blamed non- 
disabled people for the hang- 
ups they have about sex with 
disabled people . 

“They would rather push it 
under the carpet and wish we 
didn’t have sex,” she said. 

“IT do a lot of work nude. I 
am more than comfortable 
with my own body. It is every- 
one else who thinks it is dis- 
gusting and unusual.” 

Of those who took part in 
our survey, more than one-third 
had not had sex for over a year 
and a further one in nine had 
never had sex. 

“T definitely think it is soci- 
ety’s problem, not our prob- 
lem,” Ms Lapper said, “but it 
becomes our problem because 
we don’t get any sex.” 


NUALA CALVI 


TV presenter and writer 
Mik Scarlet said the survey 
results possibly reflected how 
difficult it was for disabled peo- 
ple to access places like pubs 
and clubs, although he said all 
of his disabled friends had non- 
disabled partners. 

“It is harder for us to meet 
partners and make them under- 
stand that we are sexual, but I 
don’t think able-bodied people 
are as close-minded to our sex- 
uality as we think.” 

He also pointed to the lack 
of “sexy” disabled role models 
and said non-disabled people 
“do not grow up thinking of 
disabled people as sexy”. 

The survey certainly showed 
that disabled people have the 
same sexual needs and desires 
as non-disabled people. 


About one in eight people 
enjoy spanking. This compares 
with about one in seven of the 
general population who told 
the Netdoctor website in 2001 
that they liked spanking. 

And we found almost one in 
three disabled people use a vib- 
rator. Slightly fewer use a sex toy. 

Last year’s Durex Report 
produced a similar finding 
among the general population, 
with almost half saying they 
use a vibrator or sex toy. 


Ms Lapper, whose book My 
Life In My Hands will be pub- 
lished in September and will 
deal with her life and sexual 
experiences, said this didn’t 
surprise her. Why isi 
assumed that disabled people 
are not adventurous in bed?” 
she said. “Why aren’t disabled 
people allowed to have one- 
night stands?” 

She once sacked a support 
worker who refused to wash 
her because she had had sex the 
night before. 

One issue the survey has 
helped expose is the apparent 
lack of sex aids designed for 
disabled people. 

Neither the Family Planning 
Association (FPA) nor the 


equipment research charity 
Ricability were aware of any 
organisation that designed or 
sold sex aids adapted for dis- 
abled people. 

An FPA spokeswoman called 
for better emotional and practi- 
cal support for disabled people 
in their sex lives and personal 
relationships. 

Sam Roddick, founder of the 
Coco de Mer erotic boutique in 
Covent Garden, London, said it 
should be possible to design a 
frame or harness that could be 
used to hold sex aids. 

She said she would love to 
work with a designer on a cata- 
logue of accessible sex aids, if 
an interested organisation 
could obtain funding. 


Research o 


Experts in protecting disabled 
people from abuse expressed 
surprise that only about a quar- 
ter of those who took part in 
the survey said they had been 
sexually abused or exploited. 
They believed the figure of 
27.4 per cent reflected the high 
proportion of physically 
impaired people who took part. 
Margaret Kennedy, a consul- 
tant on disability and abuse, 
said she did not believe our 
results reflected the true scale 
of the problem. She pointed out 


ld 


that previous research had 
found that up to 50 per cent of 
deaf children and as many as 
60-90 per cent of children with 
learning difficulties had been 
sexually abused. 

Ms Kennedy said it should 


nN abuse is needee 


be an “absolute priority” for 
the government to fund a 
national study on the extent of 
the abuse of disabled children. 

She said: “It needs to explore 
who abused them, how they 
were abused, and why they 
weren’t protected.” 

Deborah Kitson, director of 
the Ann Craft Trust, said many 
vulnerable adults might not 
recognise they had sexually 
been abused. 

She said good adult mea- 
sures had been introduced but 
they had not be fully funded or 
implemented. 


The photos 

In keeping with our policy of 
using disabled contributors, 
DN employed professional dis- 
abled models for our photo 
shoot, although many relation- 
ships occur between disabled 
and non-disabled people. 

We wanted to illustrate 
aspects of relationships that 
disabled people experience. 

Twenty-year-old Sophie 


Morgan, a wheelchair user, is 
on a Brighton art course where 
much of her work centres on 
disability and sexuality. She 
said that even in the forward- 
thinking environment of art 
school, people are shocked by 
her overtly sexual self-por- 
traits. They are not used to 
disabled people as sexual 
beings. 

Michael Buckley, 28, also a 


wheelchair user, said our survey 
is important because it will 
encourage disabled people to 
share their views on sex and 
intimacy. “We’re people. We’re 
the same as anyone else and we 
have needs like anyone else.” 

Sophie and Michael work 
for the VisABLE modelling 
agency www.visablemodels. 
co.uk, tel: 01905 77 66 31. 
Photos by Chris Rich 
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The survey: how you answered 


ABOUT YOU 


EDUCATION 


DISABILITY 


Disability type 


79% physically impaired 


Sexual orientation 


83.6% straight 


Marital status 


48.8% single 


Male or female 


Highest educational level 


sa) 10. 3% postgraduate degree 


I 1.8% asian 
!/1.1% mixed 


0.7% other 


1.1% widowed 


Accommodation 
32.4% alone 


19.6% alone with 
some support 


7.8% at home with parents 
| | 2.5% residential care 
i 2.5% sheltered accommodation 


SEXUAL EXPERIENCE 


Have you ever had 
sexual intercourse? 


Yes: 84.7% 


Do you have a current 
sexual partner? 

Yes: 46.6% 

No: 51.6% 


How many sexual 
partners have you had 


At what age did you 
first have sex? 


Work status 


45. an unemployed 


i 41. 7% part time paid 


i 15.3% full time paid 
par 15.3% voluntary work 


|| 1.8% retired 


When did you last 
have sex? 


23.8% in past week 


21% 0-15 years 


24.2% 20-30 years 


Eee 4.6% 31-40 years 


! | 0.7% 40+ years 


Have you had sex 
since becoming 


in your lifetime? disabled? 
Yes: 68% 
ra: : No: 21% 
29.9% 2-5 

SEXUAL ABUSE 


Have you ever been sexually abused or 


exploited by anyone? 
Yes: 27.4% 


Have you been sexually abused or exploited 
by a professional or support worker? 


Yes: 6% 


Did you report the abuse and was action taken? 
Reported abuse by professional/support worker 
and action was taken: 42.9% 

Reported abuse by professional/support worker 
and no action was taken: 57.1% 


SEXUAL ACTIVITY 


What do you enjoy? 


Holding hands 


Kissing 


12.1% in past month 


5.7% in past 3 months 


— 8.5% in past year 


11. 7% n never 


When did you last 
have sexual intimacy? 


29.9% in past week 


2.1% in past month 


6.8% in past 3 months 


Sees 7.1% in past year 


10.3% never 


Attended 
special school 


10.3% some of the time 


Do you know what 
safe sex is? 


Yes: 94.3% 


Do you practice safe sex? 


Always: 36.3% 
Sometimes: 17.8% 
Rarely: 5.7% 

No sex: 27% 


TALKING ABOUT SEX 


Would you prefer a specialist 
psychosexual counselling 
service for disabled people? 


Have you ever asked for help 
with sexual relationships? 


Yes: 23.8% 
No: 74.4% 


Was the help useful? 
Yes: 14.9% No: 12.8% 


Yes: 68% 


Should the government fund 


such a service? 
Yes: 72.6% 


Would you consider using 


talking therapy or counselling 
for sex/relationship issues? 


Yes: 65.8% 


[BB Unable to do due to impairment [fj Enjoy regularly [7 JEnjoy occasionally | _|Enjoy, but rarely 


Non-penetrative sex 


Anal sex 


Vocational 
qualifications 


Is it important that the 
counsellor is a disabled person? 
48.1% agree to some degree 


Oral sex (receiving) 


ddIC IC 


married 4 4.3% gay ___|20.3% undergraduate degree i 7.1% chronically ill 
12.8% divorced | 2.1% lesbian 25.3% school certificate 2.5% learning difficulty 
6% living with partner [| 7.8% bisexual [] BT GNYO ee cee) 2.1% mental health problem 
2.5% seperated |o.7% encovdal | 23.8% other qualifications | 4.6% other 


Length of time with disability 


47.7% 21+ years 
|_| 23.1% 11-20 years 
11.7% 6-10 years 


ee 7.5% 5 years or less 


SEX WORKERS 
Have you ever visited a prostitute 
or sex worker? 

Yes - Male: 22.6% 

Yes - Total: 11.7% 


If no, have you ever considered using 
a prostitute or sex worker? 

Yes - Male: 37.6% 

No - Female: 83.8% 


If there were a legal service providing 
trained sex workers, would you use it? 
Yes - Male: 62.5% 

Yes - Female: 19.2% 

Should prostitution be fully legalised? 
Yes - 75.4% 


Should a legal regulated sex service 
be funded by the governent? 
Yes - 15.9% 


Have never tried | Not interested / Would not enjoy 


Spanking 


Swinging 
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Equality delay 


Important bills are both passed and lost as Parliament dissolves 


The long-awaited bill to extend 
disabled people’s rights to fight 
discrimination was one of the 
last pieces of legislation to 
become law before Parliament 
was dissolved ahead of the 
General Election. 

The Disability Discrimin- 
ation Act (DDA) was welcomed 
by RADAR’s New Spirit 
Coalition, and the Disability 
Rights Commission called it “a 
major advance in civil rights for 
Britain’s 10 million disabled 
people”. 

The Act will provide greater 
protection for people with 
mental health problems, HIV, 
multiple sclerosis and cancer 
and will give disabled tenants 
the right to make reasonable 
adaptations to their homes. 

It also includes new duties to 
ensure disabled people are 
treated fairly in the public sec- 
tor and new rights for those 
using public transport. 

The Mental Capacity Act 
also received Royal Assent 
before Parliament was dis- 
solved. Covering England and 
Wales, it will come into force in 
2007, providing a legal frame- 
work for adults who cannot 
make decisions for themselves. 

hertAct sayoura 
should be assumed to have 


person 


capacity to make a decision 
unless proved otherwise. 

The Act was broadly wel- 
comed by disability groups, but 


Tara Flood (above), from the I 
Decide coalition, said the gov- 
ernment had failed to address 
serious concerns about the 
“imbalance of power” between 
people without capacity and 
the decision-makers who would 
be appointed under the Act, 
and had not included a right to 
supported decision-making. 
The coalition will campaign to 
strengthen the Act’s codes of 
practice. 

The Act also makes it a 
criminal offence to ill-treat or 


neglect a person who lacks 
capacity. Its maximum prison 
sentence of five years goes part 
of the way towards the aims of 
DN’s Justice for Survivors cam- 
paign. The maximum sentence 
was increased from two to five 
years after DN raised the issue 
with the government last year. 

But the government ran out 
of time to pass its Equality Bill, 
which would have introduced a 
new Commission for Equality 
and Human Rights, which was 
to replace the Disability Rights 
Commission, the Equal 
Opportunities Commission 
and the Commission for Racial 
Equality, taking responsibility 
for discrimination on the 
grounds of age, sexual orienta- 
tion and religion. 

It plans to reintroduce the 
bill “extremely early” in its 
third term, if Labour win the 
General Election. 

The government also lost its 
Charities Bill, which would 
have modernised charity law 
and forced charities to prove 
their “public benefit”. 

Meanwhile, the next govern- 
ment will have to respond with- 
in the next two months to criti- 
cisms of Labour’s controversial 
draft Mental Health Bill by a 
Commons scrutiny committee. 
Among its criticisms, the com- 
mittee said the bill should 
include tighter controls on the 
use of compulsory treatment. 


Family fun: Anna Parton, George and Jill Davies hang out at a fun 
day, organised by the Foundation for People with Learning 
Disabilities to celebrate the launch of its new booklet* on support for 
families. * First Impressions: Emotional and Practical Support For 
Families, tel: 020 7803 1100, or go to www.learningdisabilities.org.uk 


Cannabis grandmother 
vows to keep using 


A disabled grandmother who 
uses and has supplied cannabis 
has vowed to continue taking 
the drug herself despite having 
received a suspended prison 
sentence. 

Pat Tabram, who has several 
disabilities and uses cannabis to 
relieve pain, was given a six- 
month suspended sentence in 
April after being convicted for 
providing friends and neigh- 
bours with cannabis-laced 
soups and casseroles. 

When sentencing, Judge 
David Hodson said the court 
would not be tempted to 


“make a martyr? of Me 
Tabram, of Northumberland. 
However, he added that the 
offence of supplying the drug 
did warrant imprisonment. 

He said the “exceptional cir- 
cumstances” justified the sen- 
tence being supended for two 
years. 

Ms Tabram said she would 
not supply anyone else with the 
drug, and had not done so 
since June last year, but added: 
“T will not stop medicating 
with it because it is far better 
than any tablets you can get 
from the doctor.” 


_ The world’s best mobility solutions 


Founded in 1983, Gerald Simonds is the leading national 
supplier for all that’s best in mobility solutions, 


| With over 150 items in our range, including wheelchairs, 

® ©powerdrives, pressure area care products and walking 
aids, we are sole distributors in the UK and Ireland for 
such global companies as TiLite, Levo, Vicair and Alber. 


And our service doesn’t stop at simply supplying the right 
~ mobility solution. We also provide unrivalled service and 
after care support. Our Sales Consultants have wide 


experience of the needs of disabled people. Many are 
qualified healthcare professionals, whilst others are 
_ themselves wheelchair users. 


So make Gerald Simonds your first choice for all your 
mobility solutions. Contact us on Freephone 0800 220975 
to discuss your needs with experienced professionals. Our 
advice is free and you only buy if you want to. 


We think you'll find it's for the best. 


Best for life. 


Advice, experience and support nationwide 


Sole distributors for UK and Ireland 
ALBER / ETAC / HANDICARE / LEVO / MAXGREPP / PROACTIV / TILITE / VICAIR 


www.gerald-simonds.co.uk 
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LIGHTWEIGHT WHEELCHAIRS 


POWERCHAIRS 


STAND UP WHEELCHAIRS 


COMFORT WHEELCHAIRS 


POWERDRIVES 


WHEELCHAIR SEATING 


PRESSURE AREA CARE 


WALKING AIDS 
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SIMONDS 


9 March Place, Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 8UA 


Freephone: 0800 220975 
email: info@gerald-simonds.co.uk 
www.gerald-simonds.co.uk 


Fax: 01296 380279 


Your online 
poll demands 


As DN went to press, its online 
General Election forum was 
hotting up with issues that 
readers wanted politicians to 
tackle. 

Support for carers featured 
highly, with one visitor saying: 
“TI want a better deal for carers, 
£44,00 per week tops just isn’t 
enough.” 

Another added: “Why should 
Carer’s Allowance stop once we 
get our state pension. Our car- 
ing role doesn’t stop. It’s time it 
was reclassified.” 

Other issues include a 
demand for the Disability 
Discrimination Act to be based 
on the social model and the 
Abortion Act is changed “so 
disabled foetuses are given the 
same rights as other foetuses”. 
e The election will have hap- 
pened by our next issue, but 
DN still wants your views, on 
how you voted and why, as well 
as what you want from the new 
government. www.disability 
now.org.uk, tel: 0207 619 7323 
e Party manifestoes, page 20 


Campaigners fighting to keep 


Supermarkets snub _ 


disabled parking bays free from 
abuse have raised eyebrows 
after two supermarkets quit 
this year’s Baywatch Awards, 
causing them to be scrapped. 

Both Safeway/Morrisons and 
Sainsbury’s withdrew from the 
competition in March, leaving 
only Asda and Tesco still in the 
running. 

The decision forced the 
Organisers, including Ed 
Passant (right), chief executive 
of the Disabled Drivers Motor 
Club, and Douglas Campbell 
(far right), chairman of the 
Disabled Drivers Association, 
to cancel the July awards. 

“It would have been a two- 
horse race and not a proper 
competition,” they said. 

Mr Passant told DN: “It’s dis- 
appointing that the awards are 
not going ahead this 
year. But we have already got a 


great response from other 
companies such as Halfords, 
UCI jGinemas, BScQ and 
Somerfield, and we have to make 
sure that the awards are bigger 
and better next time around.” 

One campaigner told DN: 
“Sainsbury’s probably know 
they’re not going to do very 
well in the awards again and so 
decided it was best not to par- 
ticipate. It’s not very good PR 
for them to take part and then 
not win anything.” 

A spokeswoman for 
Sainsbury’s said: “We already 


have a number of planned 
improvements underway to 
address the issue of parking bay 
abuse and we therefore feel it is 
more appropriate to focus our 
efforts on implementing these 
improvements as an immediate 
priority.” 

But Mr Campbell said: “You 
do wonder what these improve- 
ments are. Sainsbury’s have 
many problems with their 
disabled parking and _ by 
pulling out it shows they don’t 
really care much about disabled 
drivers.” 


Comrades remembered: Peter 
Hammond reflects on soldiers 
who lost their lives at Ypres, 
Belgium, in the First World 
War. Mr Hammond, who has 
served in Northern Ireland, 


took part in the visit to cele- 
brate the 90th anniversary of St 
Dunstan’s, a charity for former 
members of the armed forces 
who have significant visual 
impairments. 


Charity staff investigated over allegations of payment fraud 


Staff at Greater London Action 
on Disability (GLAD) are 
alleged to have defrauded the 
government’s Access to Work 
scheme of hundreds of thou- 
sands of pounds. 

The Department for Work 
and Pensions (DWP) is investi- 
gating payments made to for- 
mer employees, and the 
Metropolitan Police’s public 
sector corruption unit has also 
conducted inquiries. 

GLAD trustees raised suspi- 
cions about irregular Access to 


Work payments last summer 
and further alleged irregularities 
were uncovered in the autumn. 

Those suspected of involve- 
ment have left the charity, along 
with a number of others uncon- 
nected with the allegations. 

A Met spokeswoman said: 
“In November 2004, GLAD 
brought certain matters regard- 
ing the Access to Work scheme 
to the attention of the Met. 

“Initial inquiries were con- 
ducted and we have liaised with 
the Department for Work and 
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Pensions and we are now await- 
ing the outcome of a DWP inves- 
tigation before deciding what 
further action is necessary.” 

DN reported last month that 
GLAD had said a major review 
of how it was run had highlight- 
ed “a number of issues regard- 
ing governance, internal man- 
agement and financial issues”. 

Trish Pashley, the new chief 
executive of GLAD, said the 


y iubllee="i 


if 
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Suzuki Liberty 


| wheelchair accessible motorcar 


Best of 
friends 
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DWP investigation was likely to 
be lengthy. 

She said: “Every single date 
and statement has to be 
checked. It really is a huge piece 
of work but it is ongoing and it 
will not go away.” 

A DWP spokeswoman said: 
“We do not discuss individual 
cases. We take any allegations 
of fraud very seriously.” 

Meanwhile, GLAD members 


are due to vote in May on the 
idea of setting up a Pan London 
Strategic Disability Authority 
(PLSDA), 
issues such as transport. 


to influence key 


The elected body, which is 
planned to include about 50 
people, would comprise of rep- 
resentatives for each of GLAD’s 
borough member organisations 
as well as other group members 
and individuals. 


Suzuki Liberty is a 
| fully wheelchair 
accessible compact 
motor car. 


Superbly 
engineered by Jubilee 
| | it offers elegant and 

} practical solutions for 
those requiring fo be 
transported seated in 
their wheelchairs or for 
others wishing to 
transfer from their 
wheelchair. 


It's a proper car; 
| easy to drive, park & 
+ manouevre and is 

available with a fully 
automatic gearbox 
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ury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm . Sat 9 to 2 pm. 


Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 
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8 News 


MPs urged 


to become 
streetwise 


FY PARK ROAD NW 


mm CITY OF WESTMINSTER 


A charity that promotes clean 


and safe public environments is 
calling on readers to inform 
them of hazards that affect 
their local streets. 

Living Streets has placed 
postcards on its website to be 
filled in as part of its new Talk 
To Me About Streets campaign. 

The charity, whose campaign 
is supported by the RNIB, 
hopes the postcards will be 
given to MPs as they set out on 
their election trail. 

It wants politicians to help 
reclaim pavements, arguing that 
they are too often blocked with 
parked cars, road signs, litter 
and dangerous clutter (above). 

Living Streets is calling for a 
50 per cent reduction in pave- 
ment hazards within three 
years and a 20 mile-per-hour 
speed limit in built-up areas. 

At the launch of the cam- 
paign, Michael Parsons, of the 
JMU Access Partnership 
(RNIB), said there was too little 
mobility training available in the 
UK for the almost two million 
people with major sight loss 
© www.livingstreets.org.uk 
or tel: 020 7820 1010 


The question of whether 
terminally ill people should 
be given the right to die has 
left a House of Lords select 
committee divided. 

In April, the committee 
reported on Lord Joffe’s bill 
on assisted dying, which 
aims to change current UK 
laws so people who are “suf- 
fering unbearably” could be 
helped to end their life. 


TOM SHAKESPEARE: 
WE ARE ENTITLED 
TO CHOICE IN DEATH 


Assisted dying is an issue to 
which most disability organi- 
sations are opposed, yet sur- 
vey evidence shows that a 
majority of disabled people 
and the wider public are in 
favour. I’m glad that there has 
been such thorough scrutiny. 

I hope balanced debate 
will dispel some of the fears 
and generate support for this 
humane development [the 
bill]. Disabled people are 
entitled to choices in dying, 
as well as in living. A good 
life is vital — but a good death 
is also important.” 

Tom Shakespeare is an academic 


Restoring independence 


in the bathroom 


& 
Clos-o-mat automatic toilet ‘_ 
| provides flushing, warm water ~_ 
washing and warm air drying, all 
controlled by one easy-to-operate | 
action. It guarantees the best and | 


most hygienic toileting ... and is 


now approved by WRAS. 


It can restore privacy and independence to 
anyone unable to cleanse themselves manually 
and is highly recommended by professional 
specifiers and members of the caring ‘team’. 


Wide range of options to customise each toilet. 


Free site surveys and demonstrations together 
with installation advice, commissioning and 


servicing. 


Go to our web site for ALL the information you 


1 Automatic warm water 
washing, easy-to-operate 
simultaneous flushing. 

2 Followed by automatic 
warm air drying. 


may need on our product range and services. 


Total Hygiene Limited (DN) 


Bank House, 182-186 Washway Road 


Sale, Cheshire, M33 6RN 
Fax: 0161 973 2711 


E-mail: info@total-hygiene.co.uk 


Web: www.clos-o-mat.com 


Lord Mackay, chairman of 
the committee, said: “Ending 
or helping to end someone’s 
life, albeit with their consent, is 
an awesome issue. There is like- 
ly to be a division of opinion 
for as long as I can see it.” 

There was not enough time 
for it to be debated fully during 
the last session of Parliament. 
The report said a new bill 
would need to clarify the differ- 


JANE CAMPBELL: 
THERE ARE TOO FEW 
SAFEGUARDS IN THE BILL 


rd ee 

I’m convinced it would be 
wrong to legislate when the 
committee and the people of 
this country are so divided. 

If you have a severe impair- 
ment, there is an overall feeling 
that you’d obviously want to die 
— which frightens me. Right now, 
it’s a matter of choosing death 
because of a lack of good care. 

I don’t think there are 
enough safeguards in this bill 
to protect our rights. We need 
to have improved palliative 
care. When we have that, then 
we can think about this again. 
Jane Campbell is chair of The 
Social Care Institute of Excellence 


Action plan to get more disab 


Careers in medicine and den- 
tistry should be made more 
accessible to disabled people, 
according to an action plan* 
launched by an NHS employ- 
ment body. 

NHS Employers, part of the 
NHS Confederation, is target- 
ing disabled people in the plan, 
which aims to open up health- 
care careers to more people of 
diverse backgrounds. 


A house divided 


ence between’ voluntary 
euthanasia, where a doctor car- 
ries out the wishes of a “com- 
petent and informed person” to 
end their life, and assisted sui- 
cide, where a person adminis- 
ters the lethal medication 
themselves. 

Particulars surrounding the 
phrase “suffering unbearably” 
must also be clearer, said 
Lord Mackay. 


DEBBIE PURDY: 
| WANT TO ENJOY LIFE, 
NOT WORRY OVER DEATH 


I want to enjoy my life. The 
law, as it stands now, makes it 
necessary for me to spend huge 
amounts of time thinking 
about what to do [if my condi- 
tion deteriorates], when I 
should be enjoying my life. 

The new bill clarifies and 
puts in safeguards to make sure 
nobody is coerced. It has been 
shown in Oregon and the 
Netherlands that palliative care 
has improved. It’s the patient’s 
choice with this bill — competent 
people making decisions about 
their own lives and deaths.” 
Debbie Purdy is a Voluntary 
Euthanasia Society supporter 


But while statistics on doc- 
tors from ethnic minority and 
low socio-economic back- 
grounds are available, the plan 
points out that “less is known” 
about disability. In a straw poll 
of British Medical Association 
committee members, four per 
cent said they had a disability. 

It calls for a change in NHS 
culture, better physical access 
and more positive disability 


But. Liz), Sayce, aa 
the Disability Rights 
Commission, said that “sub- 
tle distinctions” missed the 
point and could place vulner- 
able people in danger. 

“People will decide to die 
because they have inadequate 
palliative care or social sup- 
port — that they are a burden 
and would be better off 
dead,” she said. 


JULIA MILLINGTON: 
THE LAW SHOULD BE 
STRENGTHENED 


+ 


Iam happy with the current 
status of the law and feel 
that, if anything, it should be 
reinforced. 

Proponents of euthanasia 
would have us believe that 
the law would only apply in 
certain cases, where laid 
down criteria are satisfied. 

But, it is not possible to 
prevent the boundaries from 
being expanded. When the 
law says that killing is the 
answer to suffering, in some 
cases, it inevitably becomes 
the answer to all suffering.” 
Julia Millington is political 
director of ProLife Alliance 


ed docs 


images in literature. 

Ruth Chambers, clinical dean 
at Staffordshire University’s 
medical school, said: “One of 
the issues we face is that doctors 
with impairments tend to dis- 
guise them or partially deal 
with them because disability is 
often seen as a stigma.” 

* Equal Values, Equal Outcomes, 
www.nhsemployers.org, 
tel: 020 7074 3200 


Are you experiencing debt 
problems or do you have 
recent experience of debt? 


Can you spare around thirty minutes of your time? 


A large national disability charity is conducting research into 
disabled people’s experiences of debt. We are keen to 
speak to people who are willing to discuss their experiences 
with our researcher in a straightforward telephone interview 
(alternative interview methods can be arranged on request). 


All information will be treated in the strictest confidence 
and a fee will be paid to all participants. 


For more details contact Claire Kober on 020 7802 8204 
or research@lc-uk.org 


CALLING ALL 
MOTORHEADS 


DN is calling for readers’ 
questions about all aspects 
of driving, to be put to a 
panel of experts in July’s 
motoring supplement. 

Are you looking for the best 
insurance deal? Wondering 
where to get adaptations? 
Not sure if Motability is 

for you? 

Email sarah.hobson 
@scope.org.uk or 

tel: 020 7619 7324 with 

your questions. 
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News 9 


The Beeb fails in 


access audition 


>) 


The BBC has admitted a “cock- 
up” after holding auditions for 
disabled people in an inaccessi- 
ble venue in Manchester. 

The event followed news 
that the corporation had failed 
to meet targets for 2004 to 
increase numbers of disabled 
people in its programmes. 

Its Talent Fund initiative, 
which aims to “identify and 
employ disabled talent”, held a 
nationwide search in March for 
established and aspiring dis- 
abled actors who wanted to 
work in television. 

DN TV columnist Jane 
Shepherd (right), who attended 
the Manchester audition, said 
the venue had no parking 
spaces so disabled drivers were 


forced to find on-street parking. 

“Tt’s all very well if you have 
a person to drive the car for 
you. If not, you’re pretty much 
done for, aren’t you2” she said, 
adding that she almost gave up 
and went home. 

Once inside, disabled people 
had to queue for up to half an 
hour to be registered instead of 
having non-disabled staff come 
to them. “Frankly, I don’t think 
it’s good enough,” she said. 


Ewan Marshall, one of the 
judges on the Talent Fund 
panel, apologised to disabled 
people 
served” by the venue. 

He said: “As someone who 
has worked to increase the por- 
trayal of disabled people on TV, 
I was happy to take part in a 
scheme intended to do this. 

“T hope that this cock-up 
Over access to one of the 
venues hasn’t ended up alienat- 
ing the very people it was try- 
ing to serve.” 


“who were not well 


One of the event organisers 
said she had been reassured by 
the venue that parking would 
not be a problem, and she had 
tried to find a location close to 
public transport. 

“As with all these things, it’s 
a learning curve,” she said. 


Open house: Community care minister Stephen Ladyman (right) 
attends the opening of a new £4m brain injury rehabilitation unit in 
East Anglia, joined by facility user John Oram and manager 
Deborah Rice. Fen House has been opened by the Brain Injury 
Rehabilitation Trust (BIRT), part of The Disabilities Trust. It will 
serve the counties of Cambridgeshire, Suffolk, Norfolk and Essex. 


Restructure row forces ‘tragic’ branch closures 


Scores of branches of Arthritis 
Care have closed due to lasting 
“bitterness” over plans to 
restructure the charity, even 
though the proposals have now 
been abandoned. 

The charity has confirmed 
that it has lost 133 of more 
than 500 branches since the end 
of 2003 after plans were 
announced to force branches to 
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Harness 


actively campaign and provide 
information to people with 
arthritis. 

Members voted to scrap the 
plans last year, but a grass- 
roots rebellion failed to sack 
the board of trustees by a tiny 
margin. 

Jackie Adams, who was 
fiercely opposed to the 
changes, is now chair of the 


Transport bag 


56 270 Ploemeur - France 


charity’s south-east regional 
committee and said she was 
optimistic about the future 
under new chief executive Neil 
Betteridge. 

But she said it was “tragic” 
to lose so many branches, 
which she blamed on poor 


for wheelc 
J Me 


communication with members 
and “the tremendous sense of 
bitterness”. 

Mr Betteridge said: “What 
we are desperate to do is reas- 
sure them [members] that none 
of what Arthritis 
wants and needs to do to 


Gane 


change and function well is 
going to be pushed through 
against their will.” 

He said the charity had also 
“turned at least part of the cor- 
ner financially” and had set 
its first non-deficit budget for 
four years. 
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Assistance dogs to fly with owners 


Peter Barker (left) is celebrating 
new guidelines that will allow 
his guide dog Rupert to travel 
inside the cabin with him on 
long-haul flights. 

The guidelines build on 
agreements about short-haul 
flights that were introduced last 
year, and follow work under- 
taken by assistance dog associ- 
ations, the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural 


Affairs (DEFRA) and the air- 
line industry. 

The work agreements were a 
response to concerns that dogs 
find it difficult to work on 
landing, because they become 
disorientated having spent so 
much time in the hold. 
the Pet Passport 
assistance dogs meet- 


Under 
Scheme, 
ing the criteria will be able to 
fly in and out of the UK in the 


MOTORING INDEPENDENCE 


aircraft cabin on DEFRA- 
approved routes that last less 
than 10 hours. 

Airlines to sign up so far 
include British Airways, Virgin 
Atlantic, Britannia Airways, 
EasyJet and First Choice. 
Campaigners hope more will 
do so, and want more airports 
to refurbish to enable them to 
accept incoming animals under 
the scheme. 
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Council guilty 

A disabled woman has been 
awarded £2,000 compensa- 
tion after experiencing dis- 
crimination on a disability 
awareness course. Rosemary 
Walker, who was supported 
by the Disability Rights 
Commission, took the case 
against Liverpool City 
Council after being forced to 
discuss her condition in front 
of colleagues. The incident 
followed difficulties for her 
emptying her colostomy bag 
due to a lack of disposal facil- 
ities. The youth worker said: 
“Tt was the loss of dignity and 
not being treated with respect 
that made me so angry.” 


Tennis drug ban 


British wheelchair tennis 
player Jamie Burdekin has 
been banned from compet- 
ing for two years following 
positive drug tests for 
cocaine use. He has always 
claimed his drink was spiked 
at a nightclub, but after a 
tribunal in April, the 
International Tennis 
Federation brought in the 
suspension. It has been 
backdated to August last 
year when the British Open 
Wheelchair Tournament 
took place and the tests were 
carried out. Mr Burdekin is 
considering an appeal. 


Retrial for father 
Andrew Wragg, the father 
who was accused of murder- 
ing his 10-year-old disabled 
son, is to face a retrial after a 
jury failed to reach a verdict 
in his original case. Mr 
Wragg had admitted the 
manslaughter of Jacob, who 
had degenerative Hunter 
Syndrome, on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility. 
Jacob was smothered with a 
pillow. The trial will take 
place in November. 


Arson arrests 

A disabled man was killed in 
a house fire in April and 
police are investigating it as 
arson. As DN went to press 
seven people had been 
arrested, but not charged, 
following the incident in 
Milton Keynes. Stephen 
Murray, 77, had had a stroke 
and used a walking frame. 


Rover reassurance 


Motability has reassured 
readers that the closure of 
car company Rover will not 
affect its 5,500 customers 
who lease Rover models. It 
said servicing, maintenance 
and repairs under warranty 
will remain the same until 
leases run out. 
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News 11 


No cause for any 
applause at Encore 


A disabled student had to go to 
a nearby theatre to use the toi- 
let because the restaurant 
where she was eating did not 
have accessible facilities. 

Jessica Sutton, who has cere- 
bral palsy, was enjoying lunch 
with friends at Encore in 
Southampton in March when 
she went to use the toilet. 

Staff at the restaurant told 
her she would have to use the 
facilities in the Mayflower 
Theatre next door and rang the 
theatre to tell them she was on 
her way. 

Miss Sutton said: 
embarrassing having to tell lots 
of people that I needed to use 
the toilet and it made me angry 
that I had to go elsewhere. 

“At a push I could have 


“It was 


JERE : 
Sh S, i 
i Pig 


coped with the ‘normal’ facili- 
ties but it’s the principle — if 
anyone else can use the toilets 
easily, why can’t I?” 

A spokesman for Encore, 
part of the Noble House Pub 
Company, admitted such inci- 
dents were “a frequent occur- 


rence” at the restaurant, but 


added the company was “on a 
rolling programme of compli- 
ance” with the new Disability 
Discrimination Act duties 
across its properties. 

He said Encore had “an 
arrangement” with the theatre 
to let them know when they 
were sending a disabled cus- 
tomer to use its toilets. 

But the theatre said there 
was no such arrangement, 
although it would always do its 
best to help someone with a 
mobility impairment. 

A Disability Rights 
Commission spokeswoman 
“It’s a shame that busi- 
nesses have known about this 


said: 


law for ten years, yet some have 
waited until now to begin to 
change their facilities.” 


Winning feet: Arase Caroline aie a has Been awarded fund- 
ing by new disability arts agency Dada-South in Brighton, shows 
off her winning picture, The Ruby Slippers. The picture, which 
recalls Dorothy’s shoes in The Wizard of Oz, represents the journey 
of disabled people. Caroline is one of six artists to receive a bursary 
from the agency. www.dada-south.org.uk, tel: 01580 714642 


‘Deaf town will be no 


model village, say critics 


A new American town will be 
built around the needs of deaf 
people, though critics are con- 
cerned it will isolate its residents. 

The town, based in South 
Dakota, will be called Laurent 
and is expected to have a popu- 
lation of 2,500. 

Developers have claimed fam- 
ilies from as far away as London 
and Australia have reserved 
places and building work is due 
to start later this year. 

Although it is not a require- 
ment to be deaf or hard of 
hearing to live there, businesses 
and service providers will be 
expected to use American Sign 
Language. 

When asked whether it 
would support the develop- 
ment of a similar town in the 


Artist’s impression of the town 


UK, the British — Deaf 
Association said: “Being cut off 
from the rest of the world is not 
something we would aim for.” 
An RNID spokesman also 
voiced concern that such a 
town might be the result of a 
society that doesn’t include 
deaf people. 
© www.laurentsd.com 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 
Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 
Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 

Algarve, Malta, Crete and Florida. 

Sailing holidays in the Greek Islands. 

Holiday homes in France. 


2005 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, (2 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


sky TV in BSL feedback call 


Sky TV is calling for deaf view- 
ers’ feedback* on the use of 
British Sign Language (BSL) 
interpreters in its programming. 

Kay Allen, Sky’s disability 
manager, said they had 
decided to carry out the 
research because so few people 
were using the service and there 
was a weekly barrage of com- 
plaints from both deaf 


and non-deaf people. 

Miss Allen said feedback so 
far had shown people found 
BSL distracting when superim- 
posed onto movies or pro- 
grammes with a lot of back- 
ground action, yet they found it 
useful for news. 

The company would prefer 
to use more subtitling for 
movie and entertainment chan- 


nels but is required by Ofcom 
regulations to have one per 
cent BSL interpretation on 
every channel broadcasted. 
Ofcom said the issue would 
be addressed in a review of tele- 
vision access services, to start 
later this year. 
* Tel: 0870 5663333, textphone 
0870 2401910, or email 
accessibility@bskyb.com 
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Doblo Liberty...» 


5 seater wheelchair accessible car \ 
fr 
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Doblo Liberty 

brings true affordability | 
| | to the accessible 

| | vehicle market. 


| | The standard roof 
| | model is ideal for 

} | srnaller individuals or 
} | those wishing to 

i } transfer from their 
wheelchairs, whilst the 
} optional high roof 

} | gives amazing 

| | headroom for taller 

| | passengers wishing to 
} | be transported sitting 
| | in their wheelchairs. 


from just 


£8190 


& no deposit Mobility Finance _) [sot Swot 


| | Why not call today 
} | to arrange a home 
+ | demonstration and 
i] 


proces: home Hemoncttatons information : finance quotations : advice 


f*:Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 
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12 Health news 


Early deaths probe 


A major inquiry is to investi- 
gate premature deaths of peo- 
ple with learning difficulties. 

It will look at healthcare 
inequalities that cause such 
deaths and is likely to examine 
early deaths that have occurred 
in the community and health 
settings. 

The “full-scale confidential 
inquiry”, announced by junior 
health minister Stephen 
Ladyman (right) in March, is 
set to last several years. 

The first stage, lasting 12 
months and to be carried out 
by the National Patient Safety 
Agency (NPSA), will review all 
the available research and inves- 
tigate how the inquiry itself 
will be carried out. 

Professor Sir John 
Lilleyman, the NPSA’s medical 


director, said: “I think it is an 
important piece of work. They 
are a very vulnerable section of 
the community, frequently for- 
gotten about, and they do have 
special needs as far as health- 
care is concerned.” 

Dr Ladyman said the gov- 
ernment had made a commit- 
ment in its Valuing People 
white paper of 2001 to 


“explore concerns about avoid- 
able illness and premature 
death” among people with 
learning difficulties. 

One study in England found 
people with learning difficulties 
were 58 times more likely to die 
before the age of 50 than the 
general population. 

The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) said its 
investigation into problems 
faced by people with learning 
difficulties and mental health 
problems in accessing primary 
healthcare would help the 
inquiry. 

A spokeswoman said: “Our 
feeling is that the two pieces of 
work will complement each 
other. We can certainly give 
them some very good guidance 
on how our work pans out.” 


=" 


Window of opportunity: a Liverpool GP practice has been reward- 


ed for making itself more accessible. The Margaret Thompson 
Medical Centre won the Royal College of General Practitioners’ 
Disability Care Award and a prize of £5,000. Its reception desk has 
a lowered section (pictured), there is a lift and the practice involves 
disabled people in planning and delivering services. 


Nurses fear abuse charges 


Some nurses are refusing to 
administer suppositories to 
people with multiple sclerosis 
(MS) and bowel problems 
because they have been told 
such procedures are “abusive”. 

The issue was raised by 
Anne Smith*, a DN reader who 
has MS, whose regular supposi- 
tory, administered by a district 
nurse, gives her enough confi- 
dence in her bowel regime to 
lead an independent life. 

But her friend, who also has 
MS, has been told her nurse 
cannot give 
because they are invasive and 


suppositories 


considered to involve “abuse”. 
A strong laxative has now 
made her incontinent. 

“This woman is now being 
left to sit in her own excre- 
ment,” said Ms Smith. “She has 
virtually become a prisoner in 
her own home. Surely this is 
more abusive and degrading to 
this woman’s quality of life?” 

An MS Society spokesman 
said: “There is no reason why 
suppositories should not be 
used, providing they are prop- 
erly administered and the 
patient has given consent.” 
*Not her real name 


Medicine labels to be made clearer 


A new European Directive is to 
introduce Braille packaging on 
medicinal products. 

From October, patients 
should be able to obtain new 
medicines in packaging pro- 
duced in accessible formats such 
as Braille, tape or large print. 

However, it could take five 
years before the code covers 
existing products and it is not 
clear how it will work in prac- 
tice. It is likely that patients’ 
organisations will be able to 
submit requests for packaging 
on particular products to be 
produced in accessible formats. 


The product name and dose 
would have to be included, but 
consultations are continuing 
about the inclusion of other 
information. 

Despite the long implemen- 
tation period for existing prod- 
ucts, the RNIB has welcomed 
the directive, which has been 
passed by the Council of the 
European Union. 

Catrin Roberts, European 
Campaigns Officer, said the 
ruling was “the first step 
towards enabling blind and 
partially sighted people to self- 
medicate in the same way that 


sighted people can. 

“It will ensure that a recent 
case where a man put super- 
glue in his eyes thinking it was 
eye-drops, will eventually 
become a thing of the past.” 

The Medicines and Health- 
care products Regulatory 
Agency is consulting on the 
implementation period and 
how much information should 
be in accessible formats. 

e The consultation closes on 16 
June. To read the directive or 
take part, visit www.mbhra.gov. 
uk/news/consultdocs.htm or 
call 020 7084 2348. 


Freedom, Independence & Reliability PowerchairS 


|Q0's of nearly new machines in stock at prices to suit all pockets. 
Interest free credit available on selected models, subject to status. 


for further help and advice 


° Up to 50 miles on one battery 


included. 


freephone 0800 0746834 


www.power-chairs.com 


MOBILITY CONSULTANTS 


Powerchairs promise to you: 
° Part exchange welcome. 
° Free home assessments. 


¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 


models. 
° No VAT. 
° No Driving License required. 
* Finance available on request. 


° We stock machines that carry 
up to 39 stone weight limit. 


° Up to 8mph for road use. 


charge. 


* Automatic battery charge 


° All major credit cards 


accepted. 


Est. 1982 


MPs slam care 
funding rules 


The government should intro- 
duce national eligibility criteria 
to end the “postcode lottery” 
in funding for long-term care, 
according to an influential 
group of MPs. 

A report by the Health 
Select Committee found that 
the current funding system for 
people with conditions such as 
dementia was “causing major 
confusion” and was “beset 
with complexity”. 

It said the main cause of dif- 
ficulties was the artificial barri- 
er between health and social 
care, which was “complicated” 
by debates about the difference 
between personal and nursing 
care. 

The Alzheimer’s Society wel- 
comed the report, which it said 
highlighted the discrimination 
faced by people with dementia. 

It said the report “dramati- 
cally highlights the incoherence 
and discrimination of the gov- 
ernment’s policy on assessing 
people with dementia for NHS 
continuing care”. 
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«¢ Visit the factory and let us show you how 
Brotherwood cars measure up to other conversions 
gel request a home demonstration 
from our network of agents 
to experience for yourself the 
ride quality and excellent Bey 


visibility that We achieve. Managing Director 


_ HOME DEMONSTRATION 
NEW, EX-DEMONSTRATOR & SECOND HAND 
VEHICLES, SHORT AND LONG TERM HIRE 


Phone now for more details and availabilty 


releorone: 01935 872603 7 = 


B R OTH. EK. Rk WOOD Visit our websites WWW. brotherwood.com or \ ' 


A UT OSMRONR LIT LY ke MT ELD www.brotherwood.co.uk for more information on our Ph sienaiMlad 


ISO 9001:2000 


. ” complete range of conversions and used sales list 
If you want the best value, buy the best p g 2% Motability 


Pillar Box Lane, Beer Hackett, Sherborne, Dorset. DTI9 6QP e Fax: 01935 872853 * e-mail: sales@brotherwood.com 
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14 Sport 


Cash boost for Top hitter is no quitter 
pool of talent 


Nine disabled athletes have 
been given grants of up to 
£10,000 in a bid to improve 
3ritain’s chances of securing 
medals at the 2012 Paralympics. 

The grants, from the Talented 
Athlete Scholarship Scheme, 
funded by the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport, are 
designed to bridge the gap 
between junior club  pro- 
grammes and elite athlete sport. 

Those who will receive the 
cash are swimmers David Hill 
(right) and Rachel Latham, 
cyclist Vid Stone, powerlifter 
Adam Alderman, sailor Megan 
Pascoe, skier Shaun Rose, 
wheelchair tennis player David 


last 
Paralympics, told DN: “I’m 
really pleased to have received 
this grant, it means | don’t have 


participant in ears 
E p Yi 


to worry about training costs 
and all that. It is important to 
spot young talent early, other- 
wise it gets too late. We need 
up and coming sports people to 
take over from the older ones.” 


Culture secretary Tessa Jowell 
said: “These 2012 scholarships 
are an investment in the talented 
young athletes for whom Beijing 
might come too soon.” 


Phillipson and equestrian stars 
Elizabeth Stone and Laura 
Dennis. 

Sixteen-year-old Mr Hill, 
who was the youngest British 


A judo champion who planned 
to quit after a disappointing 
performance at last summer’s 
Paralympics has decided to stay 
in the sport following more 
recent successes. 

Simon Jackson, who has just 
claimed his tenth Visually 
Impaired European 
Championships gold, took less 
than a minute to overcome his 
opponent Sergiy Sydorenko, a 
Ukranian, in the men’s under 
73kg division in Holland, to 
ensure victory. 

He said the result had put an 
end to him giving up judo com- 
petition, which he was consid- 
ering after losing gold to 
Sydorenko in Greece. “I wasn’t 
too sure after Athens, but I’m 
really pleased with how I’ve 
been fighting and I’m definitely 
carrying on,” he said. 

Other British winners 
included Ian Rose, who won sil- 
ver in the over-100kg women’s 


BJA/BOB WILLINGHAM 


Back on top: Jackson will no longer be hanging up his gown 


judo category, Maxine Ingram 
with another silver medal in the 
under 63kg category and Ben 


Quilter, who rounded off the 
competition with a bronze in 
the men’s under-60 kg. 


SPORTS DIARY 


National Wheelchair Tennis Paralympic World Cup 
Championships 12-15 May 
29 April-2 May Main venue: Sport City, 


Venue: Oxtalls Indoor Tennis 
Centre, Gloucester 

Media coverage: 

None scheduled 

More information: 
www.btf.org.uk, 

tel: 020 7381 7051 


Rowsely Street, Manchester 
Media coverage: 

BBC highlights (date and time 
yet to be confirmed) 

More information: 
Wwww.paralympicworldcup.com, 
tel: 0870 8300 200 


National Deaf Tennis 
Championships 
28-30 May 

Venue: Oxtalls Indoor Tennis 
Centre, Gloucester 

Media coverage: 

None scheduled 

More information: 
www.btf.org.uk, 

tel: 020 7381 7051 


Vexel Quovis 


Drive from your wheelchair | 


YOU WANT 


eo 1 2995 ee 


Vexel Quovis is a | ! 
} wonderfully innovative 


, drive-from-wheelchair 
| | compact motorcar. 


Fully automated; 

} | both access and 

} | driving couldn't be 

| | simpler. A single press 
i | of the remote control 
fob opens the rear 

) | tailgate and then 

} | deploys the short 
access ramp. 


I j just select the ‘Drive’ 
| position on the 
} automatic gear 
' selector and you are 
j 


| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
; 
| 
i 
| 
Once on-board, 
ready to go, wherever 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


}* Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm, 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


=! Tennis Brits 


are on the ball 


Kimberly Blake took first place 
in the women’s singles at the 
North East Wheelchair Tennis 
Tournament in late March, but 
lost in the doubles to the same 
opponent. 

While beating fellow Brit 
Janet McMorran 7-6 (2), 6-4 in 
the singles final, Blake and 
Jenny Dalgleish took second 
place to McMorran and Lucy 
Shuker in the 6-2, 6-2 doubles 
encounter. 

Blake said: “It’s great to 
begin 2005 with a win, especial- 
ly at the first British-based 
world ranking event of the year. 
You always need a good perfor- 
mance™~ to “beat / Janet 


SPECIALIST RESPITE CARE BREAKS 
For disabled people 


Blackpool Holiday Centre 
4th — 10th June 2005 (Sat — Fri) 
From £249 per person, full board 

£125 per child (under 12yrs) 


South Downs Holiday Village, Nr Chichester, Sussex 
19th September — 23rd September 2005 (Mon — Fri) 
From £185 per person full board (adults only) 


Prices include three meals a day, VAT and cancellation/liability insurance. 
Entertainment every evening including music, competitions and cabaret. 
Wide range of daytime activities inc. handcrafts and beauty care. 
Visits to local places of interest. Trained and experienced helpers. 
Medical and nursing advice if required. 


Further information and bookings 
Call 020 8390 9752 and quote DN054 


Or write to Rosemary Mcintyre MBE, Holidays with Help, 
4 Pebblecombe, Adelaide Road, Surbiton, KT6 4LL. 


[McMorran], so I’m pleased.” 

There was also mixed success 
in the men’s game, after Jayant 
Mistry lost out to world number 
25, Stefane Goudou of France, 
in the quarter-finals. 

But revenge came soon in the 
men’s doubles, when Mistry 
partnered Lahcen Majdi, also of 
France, to beat Goudou and 
Frenchman Frederic 
Cazeaudumec 6-3, 6-2. 

Mistry said: “It’s always good 
to get a win under your belt. It 
didn’t happen for me in the sin- 
gles this time —I was beaten by a 
better player on the day, but we 
played well in the doubles and 
I’m delighted we won.” 
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Sport 15 


Marathon lights up London 


The twenty-fifth Flora London 
Marathon on 17 April remind- 
ed the world that the city 
would be the ideal host for the 
2012 Paralympic and Olympic 
Games, reports Priya Kotecha. 

But while landmarks dazzled 
in the sunshine, it was the ath- 
letes who really impressed, with 
a total of six British wheelchair 
racers finishing in the top six of 
the men’s and women’s events. 

Italy’s Francesca Porcellato 
(below right with Saul 
Mendoza) took her third con- 
secutive title, achieving the first 
hat-trick since Ireland’s Kay 
McShane between 1984-1986. 
However, it was no easy victory. 

She was accompanied for 15 
miles by two home favourites; 
Dame Tanni Grey Thompson 
(above left) and 18-year-old 
Shelly Woods, who was making 
her marathon debut. 

Porcellato and Wood picked 
up the pace and were neck and 
neck with just 400m to go, but 
the Italian turned up the heat 
to finish cross the line first in 
1h57.00. Wood came in only 
four seconds later. She said: “I 
am really pleased with my time 
but am not sure yet if I will 
become a marathon specialist.” 

Dame Tanni finished third, 
in 2h02.39, and told DN: “It 
had been a really good 15 miles 
and then I was on my own for 
the rest of the race, but pretty 
pleased overall. I did a lot better 
than I thought I was going to.” 

There were no real surprises 


Disabled people were not just 
participating in the wheelchair 
marathon this year, they also 
took part in the running race — 
and many achieved impressive 
times. 

The star was perhaps 16- 
year-old Lynn Hamel (right), 
who recorded an excellent time 
of 3h.33. 

Hamel, who has Asperger’s 
Syndrome and was running for 
the National Autistic Society, 
told DN that her thoughts 
were already turning to train- 
ing for next year’s race. 

“Nineteen minutes quicker 
and I can line up with the elite 
lot,” she said. “I need a bit 
more speed and training and I 
can do it, I’m sure I can.” 

She said that running helped 
her “to focus”, and added “it 
gives me a chance to share my 
experience with other like- 
minded people”. 

Also taking part in the race 
was Dennis Lewis (far right), 
who has a visual impairment 
and was running for the 


in the men’s race, with 
Mexican Saul Mendoza retain- 
ing his title with a time of 
1h35.51 (main picture). 

He was followed three sec- 
onds later by Canada’s Jeff 
Adams. David Weir of Great 
Britain finished third in 1h36.03. 
Weir said: “I was pleased with 
my performance, I haven’t done 
much distance work recently as 
I’m preparing for the World 
Championships next month, 
when I’Il be sprinting.” 

The day began with the mini 
wheelchair marathon for 11-17- 
year-olds, which covers the last 


Macular Disease Society, of 
which he is a trustee. 
Finishing in Shrs 50 mins, 


2.65 miles of the full course. 

Louise Hunt (above centre) 
won the girls’ 11-13 age category, 
with a time of 00.18.03. She told 
DN: “I am just so pleased to be 
the first girl. There was another 
girl in my age group and I was 
just neck and neck with her for 
ages and then | thought ‘no’ and 
I just pushed so hard and felt like 
I ripped my back off.” 

Simon Duncan won the 
boys’ 11-13 category in 
00.27.26, while Jennifer Hill 
(00.21.47) and Douglas Stone 
(00.13.09) took the titles in the 
14-17 category. 


Lewis said: “I just had to grit 
my teeth and get through it, it 
was hard.” 


HITEN KOTECHA 


Wheelchair race results 


Men’s Wheelchair 


Women’s Wheelchair 
1. Francesca Porcellato 
(Italy) 1:57:00 
2. Shelly Woods 
(Great Britain) 1:57:03 
3. Tanni Grey Thompson 
(Great Britain) 2:02:39 
4. Gunilla Wallengren 
(Sweden) 2:16:03 
5. Deborah Brennan 
(Great Britain) 2:18:42 
6. Michelle Lewis 
(Great Britain) 2:32:32 


1. 


Saul Mendoza 
(Mexico) 1:35:51 


2. Jeff Adams 


33 


4. 


oe 


6. 


Canada) 1:35:54 
David Weir 

Great Britain) 1:36:03 
Tushar Patel 

Great Britain) 1:36:03 
Eric Teurnier 

France) 1:36:03 
Denis Lemeunier 
France) 1:36:04 


‘to find out if a stairlift is for you. 
f you call Stannah now you could 
be gliding up and down stairs in just days. 


~ @ Low monthly rental 
® Minimum of three months contract 


® Option to buy at any time 
© Designed, built and fitted 
by Stannah 


®@ Nationwide local branches for , 


STRAIGHT | | 
STAIRS 
ONLY 


24-hour backup, 365 days a year 


CALL 0800 715 124 EXT 9499 © 


stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


Please send me details. For my household CJ For a relative DJ 


C@ Name 
Address 


= 


» Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 9499, 


FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR 


The world’s best-selling stairlift 
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16 Profile 


Film-making can be used as a way of encouraging audiences to 
look beyond disability as a story of triumph over tragedy to see 
the individual, Liz Crow tells Priya Kotecha 


Ithough she has hit the 

40-year mark, Liz Crow 
has the sheer verve of a 

20-year-old. 

Having faced years of dis- 
crimination because of both her 
gender and disability, she has 
turned her frustrations into 
insightful and innovative films 
aimed at combating prejudice. 

And despite being barred 
from a recent film festival 
celebrating diversity (DN April) 
because the venue was 
inaccessible, she took positive 
action by holding her own 
party on the pavement outside. 

Liz is currently six months 
into a four-year fellowship 
funded by the National Lottery’s 
Nesta programme, which 
supports “creativity in science, 
technology and the arts”. 

The fellowship has made it 
possible to make her next film. 
Nectar tells the story of Walter, 
a 17-year-old champion 
swimmer on the verge of being 
selected for the Olympics, who 
suddenly realises he is not 
following his true dream. 

She says much of her 
satisfaction with the film 
comes from its inclusivity. “We 
have deaf people in the cast and 


. Motability 


The leading ¢ 


ar scheme for disabled peo Sf 


A high specification people carrier that offers a 
spacious interior with a touch of luxury. Our 
conversion accessed via a full width ramp 
consists of a full length lowered floor that 
enables the wheelchair occupant to sit level 
with the two rear seat passengers 


WHO IS SHE? 


Liz Crow lives in Bristol with 
her three-year-old daughter 
Moy. The film-maker and 
campaigner has worked as a 
disability equality trainer and in 
broadcasting. As well as 
working on her next film 
Nectar, for which filming starts 
this month, she is beginning to 
write the script for her first 
feature-length film. 


not all the actors have worked 
with interpreters, but they were 
all determined to make it work. 
We may get things wrong but 
we’re open to tackling them 
when they arise, which is the 
difference with a lot of other 
places I’ve worked.” 

While discussing the arts, it 
comes as a surprise to learn Liz 
enrolled on a medical course at 
Bristol University before 
becoming a film-maker. 

“T went into medicine partly 
because I felt I wouldn’t be like 
the medics I had met as a 
patient,” she says. 

But she was kicked off the 
course when the university 
refused to allow her to dictate 
answers in exams, which she 


needed to do at the time 
because of her disability. “I 
think [the profession] has a 
problem having somebody who 
has an impairment that they’d 
never been able to pin down — 
working within a sector that 
exists to cure, it was something 
of a contradiction.” 

Her university’s refusal gave 
rise to Liz’s politicisation. 

“T didn’t know the world 
could be like that,” she says. “I 
had been taught all my life that 
if you were determined enough 
you could do it, and boy, I had 
been determined enough 
against a lot of discrimination. 
But it didn’t matter how hard I 
fought; someone else always 
made decisions for me and it 
just made me see the world a 
different way.” 

Liz joined the Direct Action 
Network for Disabled People, 
and handcuffed herself to buses 
in Birmingham to demand that 
the city’s public transport be 
made more accessible. 

In 1998 she turned to story- 
telling. Her first project was to 
challenge the message of The 
Miracle Worker, a film about 
deaf-blind American Helen 
Keller. She felt the director had 
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ways of making films more 
accessible without having to 
compromise on creativity. 

“It’s quite experimental,” 
she explains. “Particularly 
when you use sign language 
interpretation; you can get a 
stunning, beautifully creative 
film which ends up squished 
into the top corner to make 
room for the interpreter. It 
undermines the piece.” 

Instead, Liz says, she is 
looking at the idea of an 
“access aesthetic in the film 
where the interpreting, 
captioning and audio 
description blend into the 
creative process. Instead of 
being tacked on at the end ina 
one-size-fits-all way, it actually 
becomes part of the piece.” 

If her vision on this latest 
project has a similar impact to 
her other work to date, it 
promises to be an exciting one. 


missed the point by focusing 
too strongly on the “triumph 
over tragedy” angle. Along 
with Ann Pugh she made The 
Real Helen Keller, which won 
Best Documentary award in the 
“over 30 minute” category at 
the Canadian Picture This Film 
festival. 

Buoyed by the success, Liz 
set up her own production 
company, Roaring Girl 
Productions, which she used to 
produce her most successful 
film to date, Frida Kahlo’s 
Corset. The picture follows the 
journey of Mexican painter 
Frida Kahlo. It invites the 
audience to look beyond 
Kahlo’s disability (she wore 
orthopaedic corsets because of 
her impairment) and refutes the 
picture of her life as one of 
tragedy and suffering. 

During her Nesta fellowship, 
Liz aims to explore different 
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Time to talk sex e News Focus 17 


Sex talk 


“Society pigeon holes 
disabled people and generally 
speaking, because of our 
disablities, able-bodied people 
see this only and don’t 
appreciate that we are also 
sexual beings and would like 
to enjoy a full sexual life just 
like them. When they find this 
out they seem to find this 
embarrassing.” 


“As a gay man who happens 
to have a disability, I feel my 
needs are not met by either 
the disability area or the gay 
area. Disability in general is 
championed in the media but 
that media does not recog- 
nise that disabled people that 
are also gay exist and that we 
have some specialised needs, 
which are very seldom met.” 


“We have found access issues 
at the fetish club that the 
majority of our friends go to 
have meant that we have not 
been able to attend so far, and 
we have taken action under 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act, which is ongoing.” 


“My sex life has been 
extremely limited, I was in 
denial about this for many 
years. It was only after lengthy 
exploration with a psycholo- 
gist that I allowed myself to 
see that there was a problem.” 


“Disabled people also have 
very mainstream sexuality 
issues. For example, I think 
I am bisexual but haven't 
had the opportunity or 
confidence to explore this 
since I was a teenager.” 


“I have lost friends due to 
being disabled and being 
unable to participate in the 
normal social life expected 
of someone my age.” 


“Partners were understand- 
ing about my physical limi- 
tations, and have been forced 
to conclude that I no longer 
have the strength for a rela- 
tionship, partly because sex 
is physically exhausting, and 
partly because my energy is 
extremely limited and I have 
had to cut down almost all 
other activities in order to 
focus on my studies.” 


‘soa. 


Sex: the final frontier 


The author of DN’s sex survey, Simon Parritt, says disabled people and their organisations 
must put sex on the agenda 


ince the beginning of the 
disability rights 
movement, and our fight 


for equal treatment and access, 
we have failed to address the 
core issue of sexual equality 
and inclusion. 

It is easy to point the finger 
at the narrow-minded attitude 
of non-disabled people, but this 
is only half the problem. 

The DN sex survey shows, 
with the exception of lesbian 
and gay disabled people, that we 
are a very conservative bunch. 
This does not surprise me. 

Firstly, having worked in 
human sexuality for nearly 
25 years, I know that the non- 
disabled world can be very 
judgmental and express strong 
moral attitudes towards 
sexuality. Yet these people can 
be hypocritical, as neither 
access or physical assistance 
excludes them from private 
behaviour that is at odds with 
their public opinion. 

But perhaps worse, almost 
all charities and prominent 
disabled people shy away from 
addressing sexual and 
relationship inclusion. This is a 
denial and de-sexualising of us 
by our own organisations. 

It depresses me that the 
corporate ethos required in 
funding and running voluntary 
organisations makes them reluc- 
tant to challenge such deceit. 

Looking at mainstream 
services I despair at the poor 
provision and access for 
disabled people. But perhaps 
little progress has been made 
because we do not shout about 
our exclusion. 

From sexual and relationship 
counselling through to family 
planning and sex education, we 
have failed to adopt the same 
campaigning stance for sexual 
equality and inclusion as we 
have for such issues as 
accessible transport. 

Is the opportunity to 
experience intimate 
relationships and sexual 
fulfilment not at the core of 
what it means to be fully 
human? To ignore this is to 
regard us as less than human. 

When I was director of 
SPOD (The Association to Aid 
the Personal and Sexual 
Relationships of People with a 
Disability), I was offered plenty 
of private support by 
government officials and major 
charities, but in public there 
was little acknowledgement 
and less financial support. 

Worse still, despite all the 
disabled people who used our 
services, many disability 


Silenced minority: Disabled people must feel free to talk about sex 


organisations and activists 
continually attacked us. 

This was often because of 
total ignorance of our beliefs 
and actual work. 


‘Almost all charities and 
prominent disabled 
people shy away from 
addressing sexual and 
relationship inclusion’ 


Too many were scared by the 
idea of sexuality; it is so much 
easier for so-called supporters 
to demand that an organisation 
gets a hearing loop system. 

What about those deeper 
feelings of whether we feel OK 
about our sexual identity 
within a world where sexuality 
is linked with physical 
perfection and “norms”? 

While we are winning the 
battle in many areas, why do 
we still shrink from addressing 
sexuality and relationships? 

But, just because there are so 
few activists fighting for change 
in this area, it does not excuse 
those in government or 
charities failing to take a lead. 

National and local 
government have failed disabled 
people in all areas of service 
provision, whether health or 
education, but these are 
essential if we are to be 
considered complete and 
valued members of society. 

Is it surprising we are so 
conservative with such low 
sexual self-esteem? 

Perhaps we should learn that 
we have to feel part of a sexual 
minority who can campaign 
strongly and proudly, and feel 
confident about our sexual 
identity and value within society. 

It is time we came out. It 
is time that we stopped acting 


as if sexuality is somehow 
private and therefore not 
appropriate for charities and 
activists to address. 

Many disabled people’s lives 
are less happy, and emotionally 
and sexually isolated, because 
we have ignored the issue. There 
is no quick solution, but we must 
join together and accept what is 
happening to many of us. 

Those of us who do have 
good relationships must not 
pretend we are the norm or that 
this is achieved without struggle, 
luck and probably some very 
special people influencing 


our lives along the way. 

Every time I look at this 
issue | am cast back toa 
Victorian world where sex is 
taboo and we ‘doff our caps’ to 
the establishment’s patronising 
attitude of knowing what is 
best for us. The saddest thing 
of all is that I see many of my 
fellow disabled campaigners 
and organisations encouraging 
this; perhaps fearing being seen 
as different and disabled again? 
Simon Parritt is an independent 
chartered counselling 
psychologist and former 
director of SPOD 
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ILLUSTRATIONS: CLARE CURTIS 


WJnx€&|Letters to the 


Send your letters to the acting editor Sarah Hobson, Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, minicom: 020 7619 7332, 
fax: 020 7619 7331, e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Residents were not at risk 


We strongly disagree with the 
assertion that we were not 
thorough in the handling of an 
allegation of neglect at South 
West Yorkshire Mental Health 
NHS Trust (DN April). 

We did a spot check of 
learning disability services at 
the trust. As part of it we visited 
learning disability units and 
spoke to staff. We found no 
evidence that service users were 
at risk. We also wrote to former 
service users, via advocates, to 


ask to speak with them. The 
advocates declined this offer on 
their behalf. 

To override advocates’ 
wishes would have been a 
serious step and would have 
had to be supported by the 
testimony of more than one 
individual. 

To be doubly sure that 
service users were not at risk, 
we conducted a responsive 
review (available online at 
www.healthcarecommission. 


N a a 

O dignity 
The recent American right-to- 
die case of the late Terri 
Schiavo, who had been in a 
persistent vegetative state (PVS) 
for the past 15 years, has 
disturbed me greatly. 

Mrs Schiavo’s husband 
wanted her to die “with 
dignity”, saying this is what she 
would have wanted. Her parents 
wanted her to be kept alive and 
were willing to continue care. 

To make her more 
“comfortable”, Terri was put 


Now with added 
**: Motability 
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ona morphine drip. Although 
this may have alleviated pain, it 
would also have made her 
incapable of meaningful 
response. 

If someone is prepared to 
look after someone in a PVS, 
they should be allowed to do 
so. But if a person is to die, it 
must be as humane as possible. 


Dying of hunger and/or thirst is 


a slow and horrible way to go. 
When a murderer is put to 


death by lethal injection it takes 


org.uk), during which we spoke 
to service users (with the help 
of specialist communicators), 
which found no serious 
concerns about learning 
disability services. 

If any of your readers know 
of any wrongdoing at this or 
any other NHS trust, they 
should call our hotline on 
0845 601 3012. 

Marcia Fry, head of 
operational development, 
Healthcare Commission 


in US right to die case 


no more than 15 minutes for 
death to occur, yet it takes a 
disabled person two weeks or 
more to slowly starve to death. 
As a disabled person, my 
greatest fear is being in a similar 
situation; not being able to 
respond and then being legally 
“bumped off”. It is illegal to 
treat an animal in the same way. 
Chris Channon MBE, 
Nottingham 
® More debate at wwwadisability 
now.org.uk/assisteddying 


Thanks for Braille tips 


I would like to thank everyone 
who contacted DN about the 
availability of Braille cards. 

As a consequence, for our 
ninth wedding anniversary, for 
the first time, I was able to give 
my husband Paul a Braille card. 
It meant a great deal to be able 
to give a card that he could 
read for himself. 

Kate Brookes, Worcestershire 


Staying true to ourselves 


ollowing the departure of 
DN’s former editor Mary 
Wilkinson last month, 


you may be wondering about 
our future: why has she not 


been replaced, will DN change 


and will you like it? 

I am taking on the role as 
acting editor for the time being. 
Scope management is being 
restructured, so recruitment for 
a new editor has been delayed. 
We all hope it will only be 
matter of months before a new 
face adorns this page. 

As for the newspaper and 
website, the future depends on 
feedback from our core 
readers. I hope to hear the 
views of disabled people from 
all walks of life whose voices 
are too often drowned out by 
professionals, carers — and 
even some leaders in the 
disability world. 

Only the views of everyday 
people who feature in our 
articles can ensure DN 
remains true to its reason for 


existing; to be the voice of 
disabled people. The fact that 
almost half of our staff, and 
most contributors, are 
disabled, will help. 

The DN team is determined 
to continue upholding the key 
value Mary so passionately 
championed — of independent 
reporting; that is, tackling the 
issues put forward by readers 
and reflecting the views of all 
concerned where possible. 

But now is the ideal time to 
hear about any changes you 
might like to see, as well as 
elements that must be kept 
the same. 

Do we have the right 
balance of politics and 
lifestyle features? Are we 
reflecting the views of disabled 
youngsters who will be our 
readers of the future? And 
what could we do to reach out 
to more readers? 

I look forward to hearing 
from you all. 

Sarah Hobson, acting editor 


scope board to guide DN? 


Former editor Mary Wilkinson 
was chief of DN for more than 
20 years and her absence invites 
a period of change. 

DN is published by Scope, 
which provides opportunities 
and threats for its future. There 
has been talk of the newspaper 
being a mouthpiece for the 
charity and that independence 
is being compromised. 

I cannot see Scope wanting 
this morally or financially, but 
it has allowed DN a free hand 


and recent events have made 
the charity realise the 
newspaper must, at a policy 
level, reflect the ideology and 
opinions of Scope. 

I would support the 
formation of an editorial board 
made up of Scope 
representatives and disabled 
people to develop a clear 
editorial policy and I would be 
keen to be a member. 

Simon Stevens, chief executive, 
Enable Enterprises 


Young carers need more support 


I was delighted that the DN 
Extra (March) cover featured a 
picture of young carers 
promoting the early day 
motion (EDM) 539 that 
demands improved government 
support for them. 

The EDM has 113 signatures 
and we are currently consulting 
disabled parents and 
professionals on the issue, 


including standard of case 
assessments. 

To take part or for more 
information, please call 01962 
711 S11 or go to www.the- 
childrens-society.org.uk. 
Jenny Frank, for The 
Children’s Society, The 
Princess Royal Trust for 
Carers and the Disabled 
Parents Network. 


Correction: The photo for the story “Drive to find off-road sponsors” (DN March), was of Marcus 


back chat 


@0Oh dear, DN was unable to 
give the UK Independence 
Party any space in its election 
coverage on manifestos, 
because, well, it has few 
policies relevant to voters 
interested in disability issues. 
The only area it comments on 
is transport, saying it might 
ban “greedy councils” from 
charging blue badge holders 
for parking in certain areas for 
short periods, but it adds “we 
question the provision of 


Watkin, not Phil Hughes as was written. 


drivers’ badges to the blind”. 
There are taxi concessions, it 
points out, before repeating an 
old policy that rather than 
tackle public transport, 
accessible and affordable taxis 
would prove better for “the 
blind, the lame and the old”. 


@But let’s forget about using 
the correct language for issues 
that affect disabled people. 
Members of the group Sailing 
for the Disabled have been 


grappling with more important 
linguistic dilemmas, which is 
how to talk “proper” to royal 
people. Before Princess Anne 
was due to launch their new 
yacht recently, the group was 
told by Buckingham Palace that 
when members address her as 
ma’am they must say “mam” to 
rhyme with “ham”. She dislikes 
ma’am as it sounds like the 
American “Mom”. Back Chat 
is relieved the palace found time 
to send out such vital guidance. 


Comment 19 


by Olivia Hyman 


have become a member of 

the Whizz-Kidz 

Ambassador Network, 

which has helped me to 
meet a lot of interesting people 
and do lots of interesting 
things. 

The Network is a group of 
teenagers who serve on the 
Kidz board. We raise awareness 
of the charity and network with 
supporters. We all like helping 
other disabled young people. 

Recently I met a young 
woman at a disabled children’s 
centre in Bristol who had a 
one-year-old daughter with 
quite severe cerebral palsy. 

The mother was also 
disabled with MS and she was 
hoping Whizz-Kidz would 
provide her with a special 
buggy which she would be able 
to push herself. 

The charity also helped my 
friend Clair to buy a special 
cushion that goes in her wheel- 
chair to give her more support. 

It has also helped me with 
my passions of art, travel and 
sport. 

[illustrated a website on 
disability sports funded by the 
Whizz-Kidz Millennium 
Awards project aimed at raising 
awareness of disability sports, 
which I am very passionate 
about. The pictures have been 
exhibited at the Green Park 
Brasserie and the Royal United 
Hospital in Bath. 

I received a tricycle from 
Whizz-Kidz a couple of years 
ago, which has been very 
beneficial to me when I go on 
trips and holidays. 

I also take part in lots of 
different sports including 
powerlifting, wheelchair tennis, 
tennis and swimming and ama 
green belt in Judo. 

I started powerlifting in 2002 
at the National Junior Games 
for teenagers with disabilities at 
Stoke Mandeville in Aylesbury. 
Now I train three times a week 
and compete in various 
competitions. 

@ You can see Olivia's art at: 
www.sportartonwheels.co.uk 


We deserve an apology too 


An American disability organisation is debating whether to apologise for its past support of 
institutionalisation, eugenics and sterilisation of people with learning difficulties. Central 
England People First explain why those in the UK should also receive a public apology 


eople with learning 
difficulties have been 
treated unfairly for 
hundreds of years here 
in the UK. The government 
should take responsibility 
for its part in this 
discrimination. 

As leaders ofone of the 
largest organisations run by 
people with learning difficulties 
we think it’s time for the 
government to apologise for 
what has happened to people 
with learning difficulties. 

We think it is also important 
for the government to take a lot 
more action to stop this 
discrimination continuing 
today and in the future. 

People with learning 
difficulties who went before us 
and all those living today have 
experienced a lifetime of being 
discriminated against. 

We are probably the most 
excluded people in our society. 
We don’t have much money, we 
don’t have employment and we 
didn’t get a good education. 
Many of us have been kept in 
long-stay hospitals for long 
periods of time. 

The last people with 
learning difficulties will soon 
move out of these hospitals. But 
that doesn’t mean that we can 
forget all the things that 


Karen Spencer ( left ), Angela still and Jan Dace) leaders of Central 


England People First 


happened to us in the past. 

We were given horrible labels 
such as mentally handicapped 
or mentally subnormal. We 
were told we had challenging 
behaviour if we didn’t like what 
was happening to us. 

Many of us have experienced 
or continue to be abused; we 
were and are not given the 
support to protect us from 
people who physically or 
emotionally abuse us. 

We were often rejected by 
our families because we were 
seen to be different to other 
people. We were sent to 
institutions that were a long 


Candid Kate 


or most of my life I have had a 

disabled parking bay outside my 

house, as well as a friendly sign 
saying: “Disabled person — Keep clear 


on pain of death.” 


The parking bay is next to a dropped 
kerb, which I paid for. Yes —I had to pay for 
something that enables me access to the outside world. 

My parking bay (and the car in it) mean I get to spend as 
little time as possible on inaccessible public transport, like the 
bus I recently attempted to catch with my non-driver PA. 

When we tried to board, the driver claimed his local bus 
garage had made a rule that “invalid carriages” (power 
wheelchairs) can’t get on buses because they might break the 
ramp. I insisted he contact London Transport, who had no 
knowledge of this anti-electric wheelchairs rule and told the 
driver to shut up and take me home. 

How can we exterminate these unhelpful attitudes? I have a 
plan. It’s time we linked up with another minority group — the 
Daleks. Because let’s face it, if they ruled the earth there would 
be no steps and communication aid users wouldn’t seem odd 


with our computerised voices. 


Back to the bay. There is currently a car with a Blue Badge 
parked in the space that’s not mine. The badge tells me the car is 
from Southend (I live in London). Who is the car owner? After 
much speculating, I realised it is something to do with alien 
beings — possibly even those Daleks — because no disabled person 
would regularly park in another’s personal bay. Or would they? 

e Kate Caryer is a student at the University of East London 


way from our families, friends 
and community. 

Others were made to go 
special schools or use services 
that were also a long way from 
our homes. 

We don’t get away for 
holidays like other people. We 
don’t have the same choices of 
housing as other people. We 
have to live in residential homes 
or houses that are almost 
always owned by other people 
or organisations. This means 
that we have to wait for our 
repairs to be done. The work 
on our houses is always done to 
other people’s standards. 


Many of us live in residential 
homes which are very hard to 
move out of. We have to live 
the way that other people want 
us to live, but it is our life, not 
their life. 

While change is outlined in 
the Valuing People White Paper 
and things have been getting 
better with the Disability 
Discrimination Act, it doesn’t 
undo what has happened in 
the past. We want the same 
respect and to have the same 
opportunities that other 
people have. 

The first step in getting this 
respect and to start getting the 
things that other people have in 
life is for the government to 
apologise for the abuse and 
discrimination that has 
happened to us in the past. 

It is also important for the 
government to take a lot more 
action to stop this 
discrimination continuing 
today and in the future. 

We want the government to 
pledge to do this immediately. 
People with learning difficulties 
should witness the government 
making the pledge to take the 
essential action to change 
things. It should be a pledge 
signed by both the government 
and people with learning 
difficulties. 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 


responsibility for access. 


Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 


Living Foundation. 


Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 


off the M40 at junction 3/4. 
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20 Election 2005 


Our vows to disabled 


Benefits 

Overhaul Incapacity Benefit, 
expecting and encouraging more 
people back to work, with the main 


elements of the new benefit regime 
in place from 2008. 


Expand Pathways to Work and 
welcome new independent and 
voluntary sector partners to provide 
job-seeking services. Provide 
rehabilitation to ease people into 
employment and continue to provide 
practical assistance through the 
Access to Work campaign. 


Conservatives 
* Disability manifesto not 


released as DN went to 
press on 21 April 


Allow specialist voluntary and 
commercial organisations to help 
disabled people to find work. Make 
additional payments for “medical 
and vocational rehabilitation 
claimants” — participation would 


Criticises Labour for admitting 
“there are a million people who want 
jobs, parked on Incapacity Benefit”. 


be voluntary. 
Liberal Investigate a “partial capacity Promote individual work schemes 
_ benefit”, introducing an element of to replace the “one size fits all” 
Democrats flexibility to enable people with approach, offering flexibility. 


Refocus the £79m annual New 
Deal budget to support those who 
need most help in accessing the 
job market. 


intermittent conditions to continue 
working when able, with the 
financial support of the benefit when 
they are unable to work. 


Supports the social model of 
disability, but has no specific 
policies to help disabled people 
into work. 


_ scheme to replace existing benefits, 
which will cover basic needs. 
Specialist benefits for disabled 
people will be paid on top. 


Green Party : __ Introduce a Citizen’s Income 


eas SEED Tae eT 


Plaid Cy 


ru _ Push for the Incapacity Benefit Press the government to actively 
__ system not to hound out people who campaign to dispel social attitudes 
are genuinely not able to work and and physical barriers that prevent 


__ for the whole system to recognise 
the additional costs of disability. 


Se oe 


disabled people from working. 


Introduce a full integrated tax and 
benefit system — a Citizen’s Income, 
to enable disabled people to 
combine work and welfare flexibly, 
and support people unable to work. 


Give disabled people and carers a 
decent minimum income and 
remove barriers to work. Provide 
specialist support to disabled people 
to start their own businesses. 


Scottish “ 
National Party 


Education = 


Continue to push for inclusive 
education, while recognising the 
need for special educational needs 
(SEN) schools. Leave local authori- 
ties to make decisions on the shape 
of local SEN school provision, in 
consultation with local parents. 


Stop the closure of special schools 
and open new ones if needed. 
Improve information for parents. 


Aim for early identification of 
special educational needs through 
more screening and encourage 
local authorities to establish inclu- 
sion development programmes, 
with each special needs child 
assigned a worker. Improve SEN 
training for teachers. 


Require schools to meet the needs 
of any child, as long as it can be 
done without “disadvantaging other 
children”. : 


Push towards inclusive education 
but support the desire of some 
disabled people and their carers for 
specialised provision in some 
circumstances. 


“Active citizenship” classes will 
teach disability rights. More child- 
care and early education for 
disabled children. Open up access to 
further and higher education. 


Socia oie ifs ” 
ocial care 

Develop personalised budgets so 
people can decide for themselves 


what they need and how it should 
be provided. 


Give choice in social care and bring 
in a “partnership scheme” so people 
do not have to sell their homes to 
move into long-term care. Improve 
support and respite care for carers. 


Merge health and social care 
commissioning at a local level to 
ensure services fit around patients’ 
lives. Stop central government inter- 
ference in local decision- 

making and introduce free 

personal care. 


Set up an “Enablement Commission” | 
of disabled people to monitor progress 
to end oppression of disabled people. 
It will receive complaints and work on 
new legislation. 


Free personal care for disabled 
people to enable them to live 
ordinary lives in the community 
and improve standards in 
residential care. 


Develop a fair national charging 
system for care. Implement 
policies to support care workers 
and improve the availability of 
respite care. 


bp 


BP within reach. 


Each year, we make highlights from 
Our annual report available on CD 
and audio cassette for our visually 
impaired audience. For a free CD 
or audio cassette of BP Annual 
Report and Accounts 2004, please 
telephone our Distribution Services 
on 0870 241 3269. 


Northern Ireland 
parties speak up 


Of the four main parties in 
Northern Ireland, the most 
comprehensive collection of 
disability policies belongs to 
the SDLP. 

They include simplifying 
benefit applications, reducing 
waits for housing adaptations 
and helping disabled children to 
attend mainstream schools. 

They would also monitor 
implementation of the 
accessible transport strategy 
and back our Winter Fuel and 
Justice for Survivors campaigns. 

Sinn Fein’s policies include 
more funding for respite care, 
disability awareness training for 
employers, strengthened anti- 
discrimination laws on 
accessible transport and more 
Blue Badge parking spaces. 
They also back Winter Fuel 
and Justice for Survivors. 

The DUP is calling for better 
rehabilitation services and “pro- 
vision of allied health profes- 
sionals”, and more “special 
education needs” funding. 

The UUP was unable to 
produce any disability policies. 


————— 
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Sa in ca ta 


Health 


Continue to invest in and improve 
services for people with mental 
health problems, including 
behavioural as well as drug 
therapies. Treble investment in the 
Expert Patients Programme, and 
help many more patients take 
control of their own care plans. 


Treat patients according to clinical 
need rather than government 
targets, make a contribution 
towards private operations. Cut 
waiting times and give patients 
choice of hospital. 


More individualised treatment plans 
for disabled people. Wider access 
to screening and tests. Mental 
health legislation to give people 
more control over their treatment. 
A review of prescription charges 
may introduce exemptions for 
people with long-term conditions. 


Phase out charges, make provisions 
for alternative treatments and 
“tackle the growing mental 

health crisis”. 


Push for improved specialised 
provision in rural Wales and better 
treatment for disabled people 
generally. 


Abolish prescription charges for 
people with chronic conditions and 
phase them out for other disabled 
people. Abolish charges for eye 
tests and dental checks. 


Charities launch manifestos Make your 


- Scope demands that the future 
mmmit to 


of Gover nment should co 
delivering eque ality for di 
and banishing disablism by: 


Transport | 


SERVO TI RCSD Te oe oe aT a BESTS I AT TT a hl 


Free off-peak local bus travel for 
disabled people, with local 
authorities given freedom to provide 
more generous schemes. 


Make the rail network more 
accessible, ensuring stations as well 
as vehicles have full access. Appoint 
a fraud investigations officer and 
forum to investigate abuse of the 
Blue Badge scheme in local 
authority areas. 


Construct a plan for a fully 
accessible public transport system, 
including extra “reasonable” 
transportation needs that cannot be 
met through the general system. 


Campaign for public transport to be 
made more accessible and press for 
further legislation on this if needed. 


Monitor services under the 
Disability Discrimination Act, such 
as ferry services. Ensure distinctive 
geographical areas are accessible to 


SET 


Disability rights — 


Continue to promote civil rights for 
disabled people, ensuring full 
implementation of the new positive 
duty on the public sector to 
promote equality of opportunity 
for disabled people. 


Bring forward a single equality act 
“to ensure that disability legislation 
is on a par with race and sex 
discrimination”. Enforce protection 
in employment, education and the 
provision of goods and services. 


Only push for the Mental Health Bill 
to be enshrined in law once service 
provision in Wales is vastly 
improved. 


disabled people. 


party 


sabled people 


Bill of rights: Actor Luke Hamill, from The Bill, helps to launch 


Scope’s manifesto 


Even more charities have 
published their own manifestos 
since our first report last 
month. 

The RNIB has demanded an 
increase in benefits for blind 
and visually impaired people 
under 65. At present they 
cannot access higher rates of 
the mobility component of 
DLA as sight loss is not 
considered to have a major 
impact on mobility. 

The mental health charity 


Mind has called for earlier 
treatment for people with 
mental health problems and 
also stricter regulation of 
prescription drugs. 

Scope would like an 
introduction of equality 
tribunals, which would preside 
over all goods and services in 
cases of discrimination against 
disabled people. It also wants 
anti-discrimination legislation 
to be extended to cover the 
whole of air and sea transport. 


vote count 


There are several organisations 
providing information to make 
it easier for disabled people to 
vote on election day. 

If you want to check 
whether your local polling 
station is run properly on the 
day, you could compare it with 
a good practice guide 
published by the Electoral 
Commission. Also look at 
Scope’s Polls Apart campaign 
literature. The campaign 
survey 2001 found that 69 per 
cent of UK polling stations 
were inaccessible. 

e@ Electoral commission: 
www.electoralcommission.org. 
uk, tel: 020 7271 0500 

e Scope Polls Apart 
campaign: www.pollsapart. 
org.uk, tel: 020 7619 7245 

e Guidance for people with 
learning difficulties: 
www.drc.org.uk/easyread/vot- 
ingrights/index.asp, tel: 08457 
622 633 

e Comprehensive disabled 
voter guide, including postal 
voting: www.direct.gov.uk 
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~ Housing © 


Extend right to buy to housing 
association tenants as well as 
council tenants. 


Abolish Council Tax and replace it 
with a local income tax so no one 
pays more than they can afford. 


Detailed housing policy aimed at 
extending and improving social 
housing, enabling proper provision 
for all. Adaptations will be carried 
out on the basis of need. 


Ensure there is enough adapted 
housing to meet needs of disabled 
people. Require housing developers 
to provide a proportion of fully 
accessible housing. 


What do the politicians asking for your vote say about the issues that 
matter to disabled people? DN asked all the main parties to explain 
their policies on nine key areas to help you to make up your mind 


DN campaigns 


£200 a year 
Winter Fuel 
Payment. Permit 
medical use of 
cannabis 
derivatives, 
subject to trials. 


Introduce a 
“Warmer Homes 
Act” and legalise 
cannabis. 


Support Winter 
Fuel Payments. 


Support Winter 
Fuel Payments. 


@ 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles” 


Good selection of quality used 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
always in stock. Prices from £3,000. 


Free UK mainland delivery 


Suppliers of Europe’s first Drive 
from Wheelchair Renault Kangoo. 
Price from only £26,495. Call for 
further details. 


Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 
wanted 


Please call us with your 
requirements. 


Wheelchair/Scooter Hoists 


The Wheelchair Accessible Motor Co Ltd 


0121 550 8844 


www.twamco.co.uk 
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SUSI LOR YOU! 


Specialist vehicle adaption for, D ep eB LL Oo sain 


YOU/and your individual needs. 


An extensive range of, models 
and engine sizes to suit. YOU. 


Free consultations to find 
the solutions specific to YOU. 


YOU choose how to pay. 


~~ Low cost sensible solution. [alian flair and 
design with British practical engineering. 


¢ Compact 
e Economic 
VEAQK | ¢ Access via large doors 
= ¢ On the eye looks no 
7 
Ea, Ls different adapted LA3.00 


par weelk 


eeu fyb 
ml i, £9,999 


Premium transport 

: with acres of space — 

-e Variable seating epHone” 
° Excellent comfort 

© Flat floor with choice of fixings 


a Wheelchair entry through rear 
_ tailgate by igheweight Pe 


practical engineering 
is deel! fon aie e Spacious 
' : | § ° Four point webbing 
trom = £73. 50° meek - deta es system 
e On the eye /OOKS no 
foe 9 from £22550 different BARES, £69.00 
Self, drive hire, longterm lease or, (i. >- ; = A ee - 
Pere ag ee oe 2 — prices irom 
purchase with no deposit finance eae) \i . 3 oe e 
available‘on the full/range: LOW/ prices, 
without;compromising quality,ornservice. 


nil advance payment available’on contract hire scheme 


fommore information call’our 


nationaliteam’on.0191°226'0099 BI AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 


www.automotivegroup:co.uk 


Accessible, Approved and Affordable 
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Employment Survey 23 


Ring-fencing policies take hold 


As more charities reserve posts for disabled people, it seems numbers of employees with disabilities are creeping 
up, but certain organisations urge against tokenism. Elizabeth Choppin reports 


ince DN’s last 
employment review 
of top disability 
charities in 2003, 
there has been a notable surge 
in the percentage of disabled 
staff, though on closer 
inspection it seems there is 
considerable work still to do. 

Over half of the 
organisations surveyed had at 
least a slight increase in 
employees with disabilities, 
with small to mid-size groups 
like the British Deaf 
Association, Greater London 
Action on Disability (GLAD) 
and the Spinal Injuries 
Association (SIA) the most 
dramatically reformed. 

But even with a 20 per cent 
leap, SIA hit a plateau in the 
numbers of disabled senior 
managers and saw disabled line 
managers plummet from 


DN 2005 


75 per cent to nothing. 

Bernadette Murphy, support 
services manager for SIA, says: 
“Tt’s just the way it's happened, 
really.” Restructuring and an 
office move from London to 
Buckinghamshire last year saw 
a reduction in manager 
numbers, she explains. 

Nine of the 12 charities that 
took part have downsized since 
2003 — suggesting that 
decreases in employees overall 
could be proportionate to the 
boost in numbers of disabled 
staff at certain associations. 

The larger charities have 
made little progress except for 
Scope, which has eight per cent 
more disabled employees than 
it did two years ago. Mencap 
and Arthritis Care declined to 
take part in this year’s survey as 
neither have updated their 
figures recently. 


EMPLOYMENT 


[248] 


[53%] 


Generally, organisations that 
ringfence jobs for disabled 
people have higher numbers of 
disabled employees and 
managers — or are at least 
moving in that direction. 

Scope chief executive, Tony 
Manwaring, says the charity’s 
new reserved post policy is the 
way forward for organisations 
of this scale. “If we want to 
change society’s attitude we 
need to practise what we 
preach and this means 
dramatically employing more 
disabled people,” he says. By 
July, Scope hopes to have over 
20 per cent of senior level posts 
held by disabled people. 

The RNID and the RNIB, 
having shifted only one per cent 
from their 2003 figures, do not 
have similar policies. Vicky 
Hemming, RNID director of 
human resources, maintains 


[51%] 


[38%] 


Pe 


that the best way to serve the 
community is to take the best 
person for the job — regardless 
of disability issues. “I don’t 


approve of tokenism,” she says. 


Yet, RNID and RNIB do 
have training schemes to 
develop the skills of people 
with disabilities once they have 
been hired. But is that enough? 

Ann Pridmore, acting chair 
of British Council of Disabled 
People (BCODP), insists that a 
fundamental change in hiring 
methods is “absolutely 
crucial.” 

She says: “I find it quite 
appalling that these charities 
have such low numbers. How 
can RNIB change from a ‘for’ 
organisation to an ‘of’ 
organisation without changing 
any policies? A better way 
around it is to advertise to 
disabled people and guarantee 


an interview. A lot of disabled 
people are discouraged because 
of past experiences.” 

The Multiple Sclerosis 
Society, at four per cent, does 
not have targets to raise its 
roster of disabled employees. 
“We don’t positively 
discriminate,” says Carolyn 
Ison, head of human resources, 
“but we do welcome everybody 
with open arms”. 

When pressed, she adds that 
numbers of disabled staff 
constantly fluctuate and are 
probably higher than they 
appear in the survey because of 
“hidden disabilities” and 
people preferring not to declare 
them. 

But Ms Pridmore does not 
buy such a reason. “It’s time 
now, in the twenty-first century, 
to get more disabled people 
employed at these charities.” 


a fs 100% 100% ue 100% Yes: 6 interviews and 2 f 
112] st 100%] [100%] : [100 %) ee All jobs ringfenced 
45 55% 100% 45% Many ringfenced for 
[52] [38%] [50%] [45%] enkopwn os deaf people 
a 85.68% 28.56% «14.28% No; Most posts are for 
[12] [66%] [100%] [14.28] disabled people only Sosnownes. | All except admin posts 
8000 Over 2% 13% 5 Yes; 60 interviews given 0.01% 25 
[8000] [over 2%] [9%] and 7 offers made Bia 
[5000] [2.8] ae fee 
119 3.4% 0 1.7% 
[125] [4.6%] [none] 7.4%] Yes; Unknown Approx. 5 
120 4% 0% 0% Yes; 9 interviews and 1 bie 
[138] [4%] [0%] [1 = appointment is desirable 
3 "Some"; "disability 
13 54% 67% 75% 
Yes; Unknown Unknown knowledge assessed 
[16] [44%] [60%] [40%] ei at aeaee 
Applicants selected on merit. 
2601 8.23% 20% If 2 applicants are equally None, but do offer a 
2923 [7 79% [10.65% of all 10.84% suitable then the candidate trainee scheme for blind 
[2923] mie. managers] with the disability will be people 
selected. 
ees eee ange 16.9% 8% 11.5% 
Royal National Institute for Deaf People (RNID) 11236] 117%] [3.5%] [18%] Yes; 30 Offers 1 None 
Be 3.09% 0% 3% Yes; 2 2 None 
[ 42. 3] 5 (i () () (es; 
Managers can advertise 
5 * new posts exclusively 
Ht Lene eee ete Yes; Unknown 137, at disabled applicants. 
fet eS)! [27a Aim is 20% disabled 
staff by 2007. 
38 65% 50% None © Aes 40 
[29] [45%] [50%] [75%] No; Unknown None 
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Sheila Leheup with the overgrown lot she was given, and above and 
top right, some of the fruits of the gardeners’ three years of toil. 


WHEELCHAIR 
ACCESSIBLE 
VEHICLES AND 
MINI-BUSES 


Mercedes-Benz 


Pentagon Ltd 
Fareham Industrial Park 
Fareham PO16 8XL 


www.pentagonmercedes-benz.co.uk 


Call Jim on: 
07717 546 435 or 
01329 286 224 


me 
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Gardeners who transformed an overgrown allotment and believe 
in the therapeutic benefits of gardening face possible eviction. 


John Pring reports 


piece of overgrown 

wasteland in south-east 

London has been 
transformed into a thriving 
horticultural wonderland over 
the last three years. 

Home-made sheds, ponds, 
raised flower beds, a mini 
wildflower meadow, a herb 
garden, and rows of squash, 
potatoes and runner beans, 
have been carved from a 
“derelict wilderness” of chest- 
high weeds, brambles and roots. 

The project started with two 
Millennium Awards won by 
local activists including Rita 
Grootendorst, who has a long- 
term medical condition. 

They wanted to create a 
therapeutic environment to 
help disabled people with 
conditions such as arthritis, 
diabetes, depression and 
multiple sclerosis. 

Mrs Grootendorst says her 
GP believes working on the 
allotments has done her “a 
power of good...it’s lifelong 
education, it reduces social 
isolation, it increases physical 
activity and there is the 
enjoyment of a micro-habitat, 
which you can enhance”. 

She adds that some local GPs 
have backed the idea of offering 
the facility on prescription, as 
long as it is made safe and 
accessible by building all- 
weather paths, seating, disabled 
toilets and a shelter. 

But the idea to transform the 
allotments into an accessible 
and vibrant local amenity is 
being threatened; three of the 
gardeners who are responsible 
for the hours of toil at the 
Longlands Road allotments, 
including Mrs Grootendorst, 
face possible eviction from 
their plots by Bexley Council. 

She, alongside Betty Deutsch 
and Sheila Leheup who are 
both in their 70s and disabled, 
are at the centre of a legal 
battle that is now set to 
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Four of the gardeners who have transformed the allotments: (from left) 


Peter Scopes, Betty Deutsch, Sheila Leheup and Rita Grootendorst 


They are the final three of a 
16-strong group of people who 
were given notices to cultivate 
have failed to cultivate the plots _ or clean up their plots last May. 
and brought rubbish onto the Although some did do the 
site. requested work, others gave up 

Mrs Leheup, who has their plots. 
arthritis and tends a beautiful Grootendorst says much of 
back garden of her own at the “rubbish” the council has 
home, says she has been given referred to is being used to build 
an unworkable plot of infertile sheds, accessible raised flower 
clay that is overgrown and beds and other features. Other 
clogged with roots. A group of bits were dug up by members as 
young people tried to help and they cleared the wasteland. A 
gave up in despair, but still the skip-load was cleared from the 
council refuses her request for site the day before these pictures 
an easier plot. were taken. 

She says the court case has A council spokesman denies 
made her feel like a criminal. it has been heavy-handed. “The 
“It seems ridiculous. I have council would say it has tried 
explained that I am elderly and hard to resolve matters through 
can’t cope with heavy digging. discussion but it feels that now 
But I love gardening. I garden it has no alternative to seek 
on my knees, but I get there. | possession orders.” 
think they just want to get rid Any future decision on the 
of us. I feel like I am fighting group’s plans to develop the 
for a principle.” site, he adds, would have to be 

The council says it has taken by all Bexley’s allotment 
received complaints from holders. 
residents whose homes Mrs Grootendorst says: “We 
overlook their allotments and are still all very good citizens 
those belonging to other and don’t deserve the severe 
people, but the trio points out ongoing intimidation and 
that it was already overgrown harassment, when we have 
three years ago when local already created lovely gardens 
people decided to act. out of a derelict wilderness.” 


culminate in a county court in 
September. 
The council claims the trio 
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Green 


scheme 


Lin Berwick explains how she and her 
husband Ralph transformed their garden 
into a sensory paradise 


Life documentary Lin and 

Ralph: A Love Story last 
autumn, you would have 
noticed that our garden was 
anything but beautiful. In fact, 
it was appalling. 

Ralph had coveted a large 
garden, especially in 
retirement, but his dream soon 
turned into a nightmare with 
the onset of Parkinson’s 
Disease and the need for two 
knee replacements. The weeds 
and overgrown plants were 
encroaching onto our patio and 
no matter how hard people 
worked, nature’s invading army 
continued to advance. 

Progress was not helped by a 
court case I had launched 
following a flight during which 
I was badly treated and my 
disability was made worse. The 
case is continuing and has been 
very stressful, but general 
damages have been settled, so 
to help wipe out the horrific 
memory of the flight, we have 
used the cash to have the 
garden cleared and landscaped. 

There was a number of 
priorities such as wheelchair 
access from the kitchen and 
wheelchair paths with a 
guiding stone edge to stop me 
dropping on to the grass. One 
important thing to remember 
when having hard landscaping 
is that you cannot have fancy 
pointing between the paving 
slabs because the small wheels 
of your chair will get stuck in 


i f you watched the ITV Real 


the grooves. 

The garden must contain 
highly fragrant plants at 
different points, acting as guides 
for me as a blind person. It must 
also be practical and contain 
some of my favourite fruits. 

It took two men four days to 
remove three tons of garden 
rubbish. We could then tell just 
how big our plot was; 80 feet 
wide, 40 feet deep, it seemed 
absolutely huge. 

The pitfall of having such a 
large area to cover is that you 
don’t want it to look like a 
concrete jungle, so you must 
break up the area with splashes 
of colour, interest and shade. 
The lawn is now on one side of 
the path, while flowerbeds and 
fruit trees are on the other. An 
attractive gazebo, which I can 
access easily via the path from 
the back door, gives shelter 
from the hot sun or the wind. 


Our garden is made up of 
two plots. In the vegetable plot 
we also have a greenhouse, 
which enables Ralph to bring 
on some plants and hanging 
baskets that he can place where 
Iam able to appreciate them. 

It is not always a case of 
designing a garden on the basis 
of fragrance for a blind person, 
but it is important to design on 
the basis of contrast and 
texture. One of the most 
beautiful plants to touch is a 
fusia, yet it doesn’t smell. 

Once the landscaping had 
been completed, we were able 
to see just how terrible our 
garden fence had become, so we 
decided to go the whole hog 
and change it. Not only has it 
transformed the garden 
particularly because of the 
natural wood but also it is 
great for trailing plants and 
climbing roses. Roses are my 
most loved flowers. 

We now have a great deal of 
scope in what we should put on 
the fence. It will be covered 
with fragrant honeysuckle, 
climbing roses, sweet peas, 
Philadelphus and Clematis. 
And on the pathways Choisyas 


Appealing: Lin enjoys her garden oper Lin and Ralph PGi right) 


and lavender are filling the air 
with fragrance. 

Bonsai trees in English oak, 
hawthorne and birch are 
wonderful in helping a blind 
person have a concept of what 
trees look like and how 
gorgeous their leaves and bark 
can be. I always say that if a 
person only looks at plants, they 
miss a tremendous dimension of 
plant formation. Plants are there 
to be enjoyed with all your 
senses, even hearing; pampas 
grass and bamboo make a 
rustling noise in the wind. 

The raised herb garden we 
have had built may give me the 
opportunity to potter around 
and it will make my cooking 
taste much more flavoursome. 

Due to Ralph’s disabilities, 
we have had to think of plants 
that require relatively little 
maintenance. Most only need 
clipping back once or twice a 
year, feeding and spraying. 
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CORNWALL 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £25 inc VAT 


Discount for group bookings. 
Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: tregoninny.farm@btopenworld.com 


Ralph manages to mow the 
lawn and keep the plants trim, 
but for any work such as 
planting or tending at ground 
level we have a gardener to do 
the heavier jobs for two hours 
every fortnight. 

Landscaping the garden has 


increased the value of our 
property and in the meantime, 
we have derived a great deal of 
pleasure from it. We can now 
invite people into the garden 
knowing that it will be pleasant 
for them to be there. Anyone 
fancy a barbie? 


€2 easi- “SOP 
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Easi-Grip® garden hand tools have an angled handle that keeps hand and wrist in a natural 


position whilst the “soft feel” grip gives supreme comfort. The tools are made of high quality 


stainless steel preventing soil adhesion. An optional “plug-in” arm support allows the strength 


of the forearm also to be used. Long reach versions available for wheelchair gardeners or those 


who have difficulty bending. Peta (UK) Ltd also offers a wide range of scissors and kitchen 


knives and utensils. 


For details of these and other Easi-Grip® products please contact: 
Peta (UK) Ltd, Mark’s Hall, Margaret Roding, Dunmow CM6 | QT 


Tel: 01245 231118 Fax: 01245 231811 


Email: info@peta-uk.com Website: www.peta-uk.com 


Both Treloar School and Treloar College offer: 
¢ Education — for all abilities — in small classes 


¢ Therapy — occupational, speech & Language and physio 

¢ Independence training — personal and life skills 

¢ Opportunities — art, sport, music, drama, photography, social... 

e 24-hour — medical facilities 

e Specialist services — educational psychology, counselling, 
rehabiliation engineering 

¢ High quality care and FUN! 


With all this in one place, Treloar’s provides a complete package for 
residential and day students. For more information or to arrange a visit, 
call Helen Burton, our Admissions Officer, on 01420 547 425, 
or email her on admissions@treloar.org.uk 


Treloar Trust 
Upper Froyle 

Alton Hampshire 
GU34 4JX 
www.treloar.org.uk 


Tréloar’s 


Enabling Education 


Treloar School and College are supported by the Treloar Trust, registered charity number 1092857 
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Heal we grow again 


Plants have been used to treat illnesses 
for years. Now a whole new generation is 
being recommended gardening as an 
alternative to anti-depressants. Priya 

Kotecha meets the holistic horticulturalists 


° Perfect ‘indoors - even in small HOmee 


e Exclusive to Totally Active 


e Rotates on the spot, turns sharp corners with ease 


} @ Stipersly comionaple and ome 
e The latest in powered wheelchairs gl 
¢ Indoor and outdoor capability 


° "© Stylish re rear-wheel 
drive indoor and 
outdoor powerchair |} 
* Manoeuvres easily 
even in tight spaces # 
\° Seat height adjusts 
up to 12” to reach ggg 
shelving etc. 
¢ Optional kerb 
climber 


= alee Sat ie 


° Late new ae for ninoe and outdoor use 
e Just 24” wide for optimum manoeuvrability @ 
| * Large 14” drivewheels, great for rough terrain 
is Climbs obstacles up to 3” with ease 


° Motability © 


CALL L 0800 138 0764 


se ___ totallyactive.co.uk 


Totally PEAS, Dept 182, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avene, (Andover Hants SP10 3ZY 


Ci 
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round one in five people 
will experience 
depression at some 
point in their lives. 
Many deal with it by turning to 
anti-depressants, but gardening 
experts say some would be 
better off considering the 
therapeutic benefits of nature. 

Whether you have mental 
health problems, a long-term 
medical condition or a lifelong 
disability, the healing qualities 
of plants cannot be 
underestimated. 

This is the view of Barry 
Watson, who manages 
volunteers working for the 
Healing Gardens Project in 
Hillingdon, West London, 
which aims to give disabled 
people new enjoyment in life 
through their gardens. 

“Nurturing any plant is 
therapeutic,” says Barry, “and 
all the people we have worked 
with have said they get an 
enormous amount of pleasure 
from their gardens.” 

He adds: “Studies have 
proven that patients who have 
a view of nature from their 
rooms recover more quickly.” 

The healing properties of 
gardens can be enhanced with 
particular planting, says Andy 
Cole, director of Lifestyle 
Landscapes. Foxgloves, for 
example, can benefit people 
with heart problems, while 
jasmine helps tackle asthma. 

The garden layout itself can 
also promote well-being. “If 
your garden is big enough to 
contain a path, the plants to 
the left of the path should use 
colour to aid in the balancing 
and cleansing of the chakras 
(energy points throughout the 
body). Lavender to the right 
will help the relaxation 
process.” Willow plants 
promote spiritual cleansing 
while bamboo helps relax and 
focus the mind. 

Water also gives health 
benefits. While creating an 
accessible garden for 
wheelchair user Isobel Brown, 
Mr Cole built a rock pool 


leading to a pond. 

The effects have been 
calming, says Mrs Brown: “The 
sound of trickling water drowns 
out traffic noise and we’ve had 
lights put in so I can enjoy 
sitting out in the evening.” 

The life-enhancing property 
of water cannot be 
overemphasised. As one of the 
oldest holy wells in Britain, 
Chalice Well in sleepy Somerset 
is said to offer “a truly 
inspirational experience” to all 
those who drink the water. 

Jennifer Lauruol, a designer 
of healing gardens, tells DN she 
has often been moved by the 
well. “Water is the carrier of life 
on this planet and it’s a very 
special substance. If somebody 
is ill or in need of healing, even 
from a broken heart, drinking 
or bathing in the water can have 
healing benefits. “If you are 
near it, you will find that you 


Cultivated peace: (top) The 
Chalice Well, Somerset; 
(left) Chris and Isobel Brown 

and (above) their healing garden 


will unconsciously start to 
move to its rhythm.” 

Ms Lauruol adds: “A garden, 
and particularly a healing 
garden, is full of life. All people 
benefit from plants because 
they give energy, are beautiful 
to look at and make people 
happy and relaxed. They give 
and don’t take.” 


FOR FURTHER 
INSPIRATION 


Lifestyle Landscapes 
www.spiritualgardendesign.co.uk 
tel: 01963 220 789 


Cultivations 
Www.cultivations.co.uk 
tel: 01766 590 480 


Healing Garden Project 
Groundwork Thames Valley 
tel: 01895 832 662 


Chalice Well 
www.chalice.org.uk 
tel: 01458 831154 


SHOWTIME 


This year’s gardening super- 
event, the Chelsea Flower 
Show, is being extended to the 
Saturday, but numbers are 
being restricted to spread 
the crowd over five days 
instead of four. This is 
great news for disabled and 
mobility impaired visitors 
who can find the crowds 
hard to manage. 

Access around the show has 
been improved in the last few 


years, but wheelchair 
using visitors are still 
able to bring an 
assistant for free. 

Must-sees include *¥s & 
Cancer Research UK’s |. 
show garden and 2 
Diarmuid Gavin’s 
annual offering — 
which once again 
promises to provoke 
plenty of controversy 
among both press 
and pundits. 


e Tuesday 24 — 
Saturday 28 May 
2005 (24 and 25 
May reserved for 
RHS members) 
e For access 
information tel: 
020 7649 1885 or 
www.rhs.org.uk/ 


= access/chelsea.asp. 
: : @ DN will be 
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Fruitful harvest 


Growing vegetables is easy with the right kit, says Anne Davies 


here’s nothing like the 

taste of home-grown 

fruit and vegetables. 

For many years I have 
grown these in containers 
and each year I find new 
products that make the 
process easier. 

It is important you use the 
right materials for the job — not 
just seeds but plant food and 
containers can make a big 
difference. 


Veg selection 


More mini-veg seeds are 
available than ever before. Ones 
to try include lettuce, which 
comes in many varieties, 
including Little Gem (from 
Fothergills, £1.15 for 1,250 
seeds, tel: 01638 751161, 
www.mr-fothergills.co.uk) and 
Delicato (also Fothergills, £1.45 
for 1000 seeds). Mini-green and 
Tom Thumb are also delicious 
(Thompson & Morgan, various 
prices, tel: 01473 688821, 
www.thompson-morgan.com). 

If you like beans, you’II find 
Climbing French from most 
garden centres and Sultana 
(Fothergills) or Cobra (Suttons, 
various prices, tel: 0870 220 
2899, www.suttons- 
seeds.co.uk). For runner beans, 
try Wisley Magic, Dwarf 
Runner and Hestia (all from 
Thompson & Morgan). 
Courgettes are now available in 
a new one ball yellow version 
(Suttons, £2.99 for 20 seeds). 

Tomato varieties to try 
include Tumbler and Tumbling 
Tom in yellow and red 
(Suttons). In grow bags you can 
grow cherry tomatoes. I like the 
Sungold yellow and Gardeners 
Delight varieties, available from 
most stockists. 

If you lack outdoor space, 
you can grow fruit trees in large 
pots. Ken Muir have a Duo- 
Minarette pear tree (from 
£26.50) and pot-grown Mara 
des Bois strawberries (from 
£20.50). They also have special 
offers on apples — but check for 
product availability, as they are 
seasonal (tel: 0870 7479111, 
www.kenmuir.co.uk). 


Food for thought 


All plants need good compost. 
Try J Arthur Bowers if you 
want peat-free compost. 
Multipurpose composts from 
major stockists such as B & Q 
(tel: 0845 222 1000, 
www.diy.com) and 
Homebase (tel: 0845 077 
8888, www.homebase.co.uk) 
are good performers that 
offer value for money. 

For good plant food, try 
the tub and basket organic 


er solutions: ion left) The Lincoln two-tier planter; ine Phostrogen ane Wheel and the Ri planters from Tae Plastics 


plant food, for £3.49, from 
Growing Success 

(tel: 01722 337744, 
www.growingsuccess.org.uk) 
and organic multipurpose 


garden feed granules, for £4.99, 


in the natural earth organics 
range from Gem Gardening 
(tel: 01254 356600, 
www.gemgardening.co.uk). 
Phostrogen have useful 
container care products, 
including slow release plant 
food in a new stay-fresh carton 
(£4.99) or clusters (£2.99) and 
Swell Gel crystals that release 
water when plants need it 
(£3.49). There’s also 
Basketmate, a combination of 
slow release plant food and 
water storing crystals (£3.29) 
and a hanging basket care kit 
(£3.49). All are ideal for pots 
and planters (tel: 0845 345 
4100, www.pbi.co.uk). 
Phostrogen also have a free 
garden colour creator to help 
you plan your garden (for a 
copy, send an A4 SAE for 35p 
to Phostrogen Garden Colour 
Creator, PO Box 513, Derby, 
DE1 9NW). 


Pot stuff 


There are all sorts of containers 
to choose from, including a 
Regency deep trough from 
Stewart Plastics for £3.25 
(below) and long Palladian 
planters in various sizes in 
terracotta or green, from £3.25. 
They also have a striking metal 
Zurbano trough at £42 (tel: 
0208 603 5700, 


www.forabeautifulgarden.com). 


Apta have a variety of 
imitation lead planters in its 
Cirrus range. They also sell a 
low wooden barrel for £8.99 
(tel: 01233 621090, 
www.apta.co.uk). 


For something a bit 


different, the Lincoln Wrought 


Iron Company have a two-tier 


fountain planter, which is ideal 


for tumbling tomatoes, herbs 
and flowers, at £37.99, anda 
wishing well with bow] at 
£36.99 (tel: 01775 820736, 


www.lincolnwroughtiron.co.uk). 


Give your vegetables a 
helping hand with a strong, 


compact raised bed and support 


frame such as the one from 
Marshall’s Additions, ideal for 


climbing beans and tomatoes, at 


£19.99 (tel: 01945 466711, 
www.unwinsdirect.co.uk). 
Aldi have a walk-in 
greenhouse, which comes with 
a reinforced PVC cover, zipped 
door and guy ropes and pegs 


jubi 


for extra stability at £29.99 (tel: 
08705 134262, www.aldi- 
stores.co.uk). 


Tool order 


Aldi also sell a wheelbarrow 
with holders for rakes and 
long-handled tools, and an 
ergonomically designed 
handle (£12.99). Major 
retailers stock the useful 
Multichange range, 
including a dustpan 
which, although it has 
a small handle, can be 


has a long handle (£9.99). 

Marshalls Additions have a 
bottle top waterer with four 
different sprays, that fits on an 
old plastic bottle, holding up to 
three litres (£4.95 for a pack of 
four, tel: 01945 466711, online 
ordering available soon, 
www.marshalls- 
seeds.co.uk). 

Finally, when 

youve been gardening 
and your hands are 
dirty, clean them gently 
with Crabtree & 
Evelyn’s hand scrub 
(left), part of their 
gardening range (£8, tel: 
0207 361 0499, 

www.crabtree- 
evelyn.co.uk). 


combined with a long 
handle for sweeping 
without bending 
down. It’s useful to 
use with the flexi- 
broom, which also 


lee mobility % 


‘SEAT Alhambra Liberty 


| wheelchair accessible luxury multi- Seale! ae 


£19, 199 


Alhambra Liberty 
1 is probably the most 
stylish & well built 
accessible MPV in the 
7% UK. 
With five full sized 
luxurious adjustable 
seats & a truly refined 
wheelchair access 
adaptation, Alhambra 
Liberty offers truly 
remarkable value for 
money and the best 
driving experience of 
any adapted vehicle 


i Available as either 
| | asi speed manual or 
with a fully automatic 
tiptronic gearbox in 
both petrol or diesel 


brochures : home demonstration : ‘information : ‘finance nupiatiene advice 


}*-Motability 0121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification. 
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HOw does my garden grow? 


DN readers offer their top green-fingered tips on everything from blackbirds to black bags 


Supermarkets sell milk in 

small 250ml plastic 

containers. They make 

| ideal root trainers for 
sweet peas, which have 

| very long roots. Pierce the 

| bottom for draining. This 

} means you can transplant 

| without root disturbance — 

| useful for people with 


| arthritis or visual 


\ impairments. 


Put 
salt in the cracks 
on crazy paving or patio 
flags before 
weeds or grass 
grow in them. 


PERT OCIS NER ESR 2 OE 


| and pots as it saves money and means you'll 
: have to do less bending down and lifting when | 
| it comes time to move them in the autumn. 
Most plants and vegetables can be grown in a 
| pot and dahlias are particularly good. Grow 


\ potatoes using a potato barrel. 


“Stoo 


Compiled by Mary Curran, Marion Jackman 


and Mary Gwinnell 


VW T5* (LVTA) 
1.9 T.D.I turbo diesel 


Elegi; 


Mercedes Benz VITO 
ABS, also available in Automatic 


£18,595 & £20,595 (Ai) osu 


TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) 
2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack 
or to arrange a demonstration please contact 
Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher 
or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), 

Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). 
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If you begin peas in pots or containers now, you can transfer them when 


the elusive sun comes out. 


(ry to keep only perennial plants in borders 


Watch out for bargains 


at garden centres in the 
Soil can be warmed up with 
black bags, which means you 
can plant weeks earlier. 
They also keep weeds away. If 
_ the bags are thin, put 
them down as they 
are; thick ones 
' should be 
| opened 
| out. 
| Use hair 
| pins or 
| tent 
| pegs 
to 
| secure 
them. 


Put 
well- Tomatoes of the bush 


soaked ~~ 77—*.____ variety can be grown 
newspaper in a potato trench _7 Ona balcony or ina 
before planting yard area in a black bag. 
W) potatoes —it acts ~ They need lots of 
like manure. watering though, as 
they dry out. 


You can make great 
papier mache plant pots 
with soaked newspaper in 
pot-sized moulds. 

Using these means you’ll 
never have to repot 

the plant, as the pot 
disintegrates, leaving the 
roots undisturbed. 


If you are not able to dig, the new 
round carrots can be shallow planted. 
They are lovely and sweet. 


BLE VEHICLES... 


STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES 
OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... 


All vehicles pull tested <° Motability 
to MI standard PREMIER PARTNER 


WE PURCHASE GOOD QUALITY USED VEHICLES 
Contact us on the number below 
THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 


MAKE/MODEL COLOUR __ SPECIFICATION MILEAGE 


Renault Master 2.5 Diesel Blue 5 Seats, Ramp 23,000 
Renault Kangoo 1.4 Petrol Red 3 Seats, Ramp 17,570 
Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel Versa Red 5 Seats, Tail Lift 35,000 
Renault Trafic 1.9 D New Shape Silver 4 Seats, Ramp, Air con 
VW T5 1.9 D New Shape Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa Green 4 Seats, Ramp, L/F 
Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa Blue 4 Seats, Tail Lift 
Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa Blue 4 Seats, Ramp, Winch 
Citroen Berlingo 1.8 Petrol Auto Gold 3 Seats, Ramp 

Citroen Berlingo 1.4 Petrol 5dr Green 4 Seats, Ramp 


PN52 XDJ 
RF51 ZKN 
7951 LBV 
PF04 VKV 
OU53 YJY 
X495 AKU 
DG51 UKN 
DK51 UVD 
V57 HYA 
Y276 LYA 


13,995 
9,495 
6,995 

13,495 

12,995 
9,495 

11,495 

10,995 
9,995 
9,495 


* ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
* ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


VERSA SALES 0151 420 200 


Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WA8 7AL 


35,000 
21,000 
28,000 

8,082 
14,378 


e-mail: versa 


May bank holiday sales. 


MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm 


It’s great watching birds in 
the garden — and they will 
benefit your plants too. They 
eat some of the more 
annoying bugs, so that you 
won't have to rely on toxic 
pesticides. To encourage 
them, put up a couple of bird 
feeders, one containing mixed 
seed and the other peanuts. If 
it’s difficult to reach up, you 
could get a friend to help fix 
some loops and brackets so 
that you can lower the feeders 
to refill them before hoisting 
them back up. 


A sliced up apple thrown on 
the ground will attract 
blackbirds and thrushes, 
although you should only do 
this if there aren’t too many 
cats in your neighbourhood. 


Railway sleepers can be used to raise 
borders, allowing easy access to your 
plants. If you find it hard to do weeding, 
use gravel around your flowers. It works 
out cheaper than bark, which has to be 
replaced. Gravel lasts forever and your 
plants will look just as good. 


... UNIQUE TO 


LIiM/AtitytTEbD 


RENAULT MASTER 
2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel 


RENAULT TRAFIC 
1.9 D.C.I. diesel, ABS standard 


Electric Winch % 
included 


£15,850 on the road 
RENAULT KANGOO 
1.2 petrol authentique 


Liga Sa 
£11,495 on the road 


FAX: 0151 495 1382 


website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 


@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


E& OF 


phy; 


Huntleigh 


PEACE TH CARE 


mn 


HIGHLITE® PORTABLE GANTRY 


A new concept in personal mobility 


For a free Highlite CD, literature 
or to book a demonstration 
please call Brian Griffiths or 

Sarah Mincher on 0121 607 O556. 
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CLARKE MOBILITY LID 
WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES “Wl a 


A SMALL SAMPLE OF AVAILABLE STOCK 


2003 03 Caravelle 2.5 TDi, 1 owner, 3,000 miles £17,995 Bulge 
2002 02 Toyota Hiace 2.5TD, AVC, lift, 18,000 miles, 1 owner £12,995 Be 
2002 02 Renault Master Cruiser, Tail lift, 28,000 miles £12,995 [aateet 
2001 51 Zaphira Chairman Elegance, Manual Due in 
2001 Y VW Caddy Invatravel 1.9, Diesel, P.A.S £8,995 


2001 Y Mercedes Sprinter, Drive from wheelchair £19,995 

2001 Y Peugeot Expert Constables, 1 owner, 38,000 miles £10,995 N EW LARG [- ~ S AL . S C - NT RE 
| 2000 X Zaphira Chairman, Auto, A/C etc £14,995 

2000 X Brotherwood Sharan TDi, 46,000 miles £17,995 


1998 R Ford Courier Chairman, Auto, 11,000 miles £6,495 
1997 R Ford Courier Chairman 1.3, Manual, P.A.S. £5,995 
1997 R Brothewood Sharan 2.0, Auto, 1 owner, 52,000 miles £12,995 


OPENING IN MAY 


Offering the biggest and widest choice of over 100 


1996 N Serena Chairman 1.6 LX, P.A.S. 9,000 miles £7,495 

{ Courier. Aut j j 

1993 L Ford Courier, Auto, Chairman, 1 owner, 33,000 mies £3,995 ili aaa ean yomclge eee in the UK Today 
1992 J Transit Murvi Camper, 40,000 miles £6,250 i 

Brotherwood Nissan Prairies MK1 & MK2 Choice of 7 Rammer : S 


VW Transporters & Caravelles Choice of 7 
Mercedes Vitos Choice of 6 
Kangoo & Berlingo models Choice of 10 
Trafic & Vanette Cargo models Choice of 8 


"GOOD QUALITY PRIVATE VEHICLES PURCHASED 


Phone Now 01634 243596 — 01622 793079 — 07801 332162 
www.gfclarke.com 


As a long established company, 
Invatravel provide factory built 


people carriers, specially for the me 
needs of the wheelchair traveller. 

Twin sliding doors as standard on all INVATRAVEL 
Caravelle models. Choices of lifts; CONVERSIONS LTD 
underfloor to side or inboard to rear. peaecaicepe 
Many new standard features on the 97 Lytham Road, 

SE Caravelle. Southport, 


A Merseyside PR9 9UG 
New powerful, economical 
: E Telephone: 01704 506608 
turbo diesel engines, 130 & 
174bhp, 6 speed manual or 


Fax: 01704 506607 


E-mail: sales@invatravel.com 


6 speed auto gearbox's. 


www.invatravel.com 


SEE US AT THE MOBILITY AGH v, 
ROADSHOW, DONINGTON. ISO9001| IAS 
7-9 JULY 2005. STAND OS/13. REGISTERED COMPANY | RR 
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otorways in the UK 

are generally 

financed by the 

state. However, the 
M6 relief road near 
Birmingham, opened in 2003, is 
a privately funded venture. This 
means that in order to recoup 
the initial investment, drivers 
are charged a toll. For a car it is 
£3 between 6am and 11pm and 
£2 at other times. Yet, like on 
many toll bridges and tunnels 
in the UK, the toll is waived if 
you are disabled. But just what 
qualifies as being disabled? 
Simply having a blue badge 
does not automatically entitle 
you to a concession on the M6 
or on many other toll bridges 
and tunnels around the country. 

If you are planning to cross a 

toll point it is worth checking 
in advance what proof of 
disability is required. Some 
demand that you have a road 
tax exempt vehicle while others 
will want you to prove you are 
in receipt of higher rate 


en Rn es St 


Avoiding the toll 
— your guide to 


cheaper journeys 


M6 toll road 
Blackwall Tunnel on A102 
Cleddau Bridge 
Clifton Suspension Bridge on B3124 
Clyde Tunnel on A739 
Dartford River Crossing on A282/M25 
Dunham Bridge on A57 
Eskine Bridge on A898 
Forth Road Bridge on A90 
Humber Bridge on A15 
Itchen Bridge on A3025 
Mersey Tunnel Kingsway / Queensway 
Middlesbrough transporter on A178 
Severn Bridge on M48 near Bristol 
Tamar Bridge on A38 
Tay Road Bridge on A92 
Tyne Tunnel on A19 
Whitchurch Bridge on B471 
Whitney-on-Wye Bridge on B4350 
Skye Bridge (Isle of Skye) 

* Vehicle Excise Duty 


mobility allowance. Others are 
happy if you just show your 
blue badge. There is no blanket 
requirement as the tolls are all 
run by different operators who 
have their own rules and 
regulations. This leads to much 
confusion. 

Even more confusing is the 
fact that for some tolls you 
have to apply in advance for 
concessions. On the M6 relief 
road, for example, you have to 


‘It doesn’t seem fair that 
some want the car using 
the crossing to be 
exempt from Vehicle 
Excise Duty’ 


apply for a “Mobility 
Exemption Pass”. To get it you 
must be in receipt of Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA) or the 
War Pensioners’ Mobility 
Supplement or have a 
Motability vehicle. Similar 
rules operate at the Clifton, 
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Seventh heaven: The Severn Bridge is free to blue badge holders 


Humber and Tamar bridges 
and the Mersey Tunnel. 

An advance application for a 
concession is not required at 
the Dartford River Crossing, 
but the vehicle you are in must 
be road tax exempt in order for 
the usual £1 car fee to be 
waived. The first time you cross 
they take down your details 
and hand you a small square of 
paper for you to hand over next 
time you cross. The Tyne 
Tunnel, Cleddau Bridge and 
Itchen Bridge also only allow 
road tax exempt vehicles to 
cross for free. 

The River Severn toll 
crossings are unusual in that a 
toll is paid when travelling from 
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Free for all 
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Free for all 
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Half price 
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£2-3 0870 850 6262 
75p 01646 683517 
30p 0117 973 2122 
£1 01322 221603 
25p 01777 228222 
60p 0131 244 7270 
80p 0131 319 1699 
£2.50 01482 647161 
60p 023 8043 1040 
£1.20 0151 236 8602 
80p 01642 247563 
£4.80 01454 635000 
£1 01752 812233 
80p 01382 221881 
£1 0191 262 4451 
10p 0118 9843126 
50p 0870 1226 236 


Free for all 


England towards Wales, but 
not in the other direction. 
These tolls are paid on two 
bridges, the suspension bridge 
on the M48, and the cable- 
stayed bridge on the M4, 
sometimes known as the 
Second Severn Crossing. But if 
you are a blue badge holder it is 
free in both directions — simply 
turn up and present your 
badge. There are other 
crossings that grant automatic 
concession to blue badge 
holders, like Dundee’s Tay 
Bridge and the Forth Road 
Bridge north of Edinburgh. 

It would be great if all the toll 
operators could agree on the 
proof of disability they want us 
to show. It does not seem fair 
that some want the car using the 
crossing to be exempt from 
Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) as 


Pp sa 
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A toll lot of bother 


Some give you free passage, some 
offer reductions, some ask you to 
apply in advance and one 
Charges 5p. Helen Smith enters 
the baffling world of toll charges 


there are many disabled people 
who do not fit into this category. 
Companies that demand VED 
proof argue the blue badge is 
open to too much abuse, but as I 
pointed out to one operator the 
blue badge does have a photo on 
the back and if they wished they 
could easily check the holder is 
in the vehicle. 

Having to apply in advance 
is also a bit of a pain. Firstly, 
you have to know that is what 
you have to do and secondly an 
administration fee is usually 
charged, which costs more than 
the toll itself. It also means you 
can’t go on any spur of the 
moment toll crossing journeys, 
which seems slightly unfair. 

To confuse matters even 
further, there are a few old 
bridges in the UK that will not 
waive fees at all. One of these is 
a Grade I] listed bridge at 
Whitney-on-Wye, near Hay-on- 
Wye. It charges 25p for blue 
badge holders, while another, 
Swinford Bridge on the B4044, 
charges a toll of Sp. Fortunately, 
paying to cross these bridges is 
hardly going to break the bank. 

Although in the UK we 
currently only have the M6 toll 
road, I expect it will not be 
long before we have more. 

Let’s hope that when we do 
the operators get together with 
others and standardise the 
system — before we end up even 
more confused. 


ia iD Shaw Trust 


Making the Move 


from Welfare to Work: 


Supported Employment Opportunities 
for Disadvantaged and Disabled People 


Tuesday 28th June 2005 


RCOG Conference Centre, London NW1 


An estimated 3.68 million people of working 
age are without employment due to poor 
health or disability, with 2.4 million of these 
being trapped on Incapacity Benefits. Yet 
recent surveys and service inspection 
reports suggest that many disabled and 


disadvantaged people would prefer to work, 


given the right opportunity and support. 


This conference will look at ways in which 
social services and the NHS, together with 
employment service providers and training 
organisations can develop employment 
options as alternatives to dependency on 
day centres and benefits. Focusing on the 
latest models of good practice, the 
conference will highlight examples of 
different approaches to supported 
employment across the health, social care, 
training and education sectors. The 
conference will also provide an update on 
the latest government proposals to promote 
equality across employment for disabled 
people. 


Speakers Include: 


lan Charlesworth 
Managing Director, Shaw Trust 


Simon Fanshawe 
Writer and Broadcaster 


Alison Bradford 
Work Team Manager, 
Durham Council 


Sally Faraday 
Research Manager, Learning and Skills 
Development Agency 


Agnes Fletcher 

Head of Employment Programme and 
Assistant Director of Communications, 
Disability Rights Commission 


Official publication 


For further information please contact Debbie Young 
on 020 7324 4364 or e-mail debbie.young@neilstewartassociates.co.uk 


To register online visit 


www.neilstewartassociates.com/sg116 
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32 Parent’s voice 


When charity starts at home 


—qones | Mum Jane Muir had vowed never 
aa | to ask neighbours for charity 
_ again. But hours of tortuous 
| form filling to help fund a new 
| powerchair for son Alistair 
= | forced her to reconsider 


ifts and hoists, 
, mobility 


PRE-REGISTER: www.naidex.co.uk 
or call the ticket hotline: 
0870 429 4428 


Naidex is organised by: 
DN 
| emap| healthcare 


In association with: Member 


DISABLED 
LIVING 


aising money for 

therapy and equipment 

for my 13-year-old son 

listair, who has 

cerebral palsy, is one of the 
worst aspects of being a parent 
for me. Nobody likes being an 
object of charity and, however 
you go about it, raising funds 
can make you feel like you are 
holding a cap out in the street. 

When Alistair was three and 
I wanted him to begin 
conductive education, our local 
community and friends raised 
several thousand pounds for us 
through sponsored walks, bike 
rides, climbs and so on. It was 
overwhelming that they all did 
this, but I never felt fully 
comfortable with it. Asking for 
charity meant holding up my 
son’s difficulties as tragic, 
pitiable and needy, and I just 
wanted him to be seen as “one 
of the kids”, not “the poor little 
boy down the road with cp”. 

When I moved house I vowed 
never to repeat the experience. 
From now on we would go to 
established charities instead. 
This worked well until four 
months ago when we realised 
we needed an outdoor all- 
terrain powerchair for walking 
the dog, going on holidays and 
playing football. Its cost was a 
daunting £12,000. 

How do you raise this kind 
of money — the cost of a family 
car — when you can’t go out to 
work because you are a carer? 

A recent report by the 
Family Fund found that 
families of disabled or seriously 
ill children are falling into debt 
to overcome the financial 
hurdles they face. These 
families are, it said, “spending 
on average almost £28 a week 
on loan repayments, while the 
national average is just over £3 
a week”. The fact is, it is often 
so humiliating — or difficult — 
approaching charities or 
neighbours for funds that many 
parents forgo holidays or take 
out loans instead. 

For every application to a 
charity that you make, you are 
expected to reiterate in detail 
the exact nature of your child’s 
disability, in all its worst 
aspects. Can he walk? No. 
Stand? No. Feed or dress 
himself? No. Sit up on his own? 
No. This is painful when you 
are trying hard to see your child 
in a positive light. After this, 
evidence has to be gathered 
from GPs, physiotherapists, 
school and NHS departments. 
Getting the information can 
take endless phone calls, letters 
and nagging. One small charity 
asked me to provide a letter 
from my GP stating that I was 


a suitable person to accompany 
my son on a funded adventure 
holiday — even though I’ve been 
looking after him for ten years! 
Worst still is the means test. 
You are required to list your 
expenditure per week in detail, 
even if you are on benefits. The 
form asks how much you spend 
on food, on clothing, on the 
telephone and TV and on 
household bills. You’re asked 
what debts and savings you 
have. They are intrusive 
questions, to say the least, and 
don’t do much for your self- 
esteem. Why is there no central 


‘Asking for charity meant 
holding up my son’s 
difficulties as tragic, 
pitiable and needy. | just 
wanted him to be seen 
as one of the kids’ 


database that can confirm I am 
on means tested benefits, that 
my son is disabled for life and 
that I’m not lying? 

Now we are raising money 
for the powerchair and are on 
the waiting list (18 months 
long) for part-funding from 
Whizz Kidz, a charity that 
seems far more enlightened 
than most — there is even a 
little application form for 
Alistair to fill in himself, listing 
his hobbies and interests, which 
we appreciated. 

Despite my earlier, slightly 
negative experience of going 
public, I decided recently that 
Alistair was mature enough to 


take an active part in the fund- 
raising process, and put 
together a leaflet, called Songs 
and Stories, with his poems and 
stories. We are sending ten each 
to as many people as we can in 
our village and elsewhere, 
asking them to try to raise £1 
for each one. Mostly people 
love the stories and poems and 
it has helped them see that even 
if he can’t talk clearly, Alistair 
has an active imagination and is 
creative with his writing. 

The photos in the leaflet 
show Alistair smiling in his 
walker and with others at the 
ice rink — images that I hope 
will be positive. Mostly, people 
are being kind and generous, 
and have approached their 
friends, family and colleagues 
explaining who Alistair is, and 
why he needs the money. 

But, despite my best efforts, 
it is not the kinder attitudes 
that linger in my mind. 
Certain people — often men — 
make it quite clear that they do 
not give to individuals but only 
to established charities, and 
this makes me feel 
uncomfortable, as if we are 
being underhand. 

One lady, who was 
distributing some of the leaflets, 
phoned me and asked: “How 
do you suggest I approach 
people? I find it so difficult — I 
just feel like ’'m begging.” 

My heart sank. “Well,” I 
should have said (but didn’t), 
“be grateful you don’t have to”. 
® Contact Jane at 
janemuir(@tiscali.co.uk 
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Arts 33 


What’s on <> 


Film 

British comedy It’s All Gone 
Pete Tong features Paul Kaye 
as a DJ whose career goes 
downhill when he becomes 
deaf. The film takes a wry 
look at the dance music scene 
and features an appearance 
from Pete Tong himself. 


Comedy 

The Nasty Girls will be at 
Llandudno’s North Wales 
conference centre on 10 May 
as part of Disability Arts 
Cymru’s cabaret evening. The 
event will incorporate British 
Sign Language (BSL) interpre- 
tation and speech-to-text. 
Free, but booking essential. 

@ Tel/textphone: 020 2055 
1040, www.dacymru.com 


Exhibition 

The Ashmolean Museum in 
Oxford has a BSL interpreted 
gallery talk titled Introduction 
to the Impressionists on 5 May. 
Free, but booking required. 

@ Tel: 01865 278000, 
www.ashmol.ox.ac.uk 


Theatre 


Fittings Multimedia Arts is 
touring with The Last 
Freakshow from 4 May to 18 
June. The show features 
“crippled” impresario Gustav 
Drool and superstars of the 
“freak” community Avia the 
Birdwoman, Aqua and 
Wobbly Boy. It also features 


TV ‘eS 


retty much all Channel 4 
Pp this month. Supersize 
Kids was so sad. Ryan 
(13) weighs a staggering 26 
stone. Helen (16), an equally 
staggering 24 stone, under- 
goes an extremely risky 
gastric bypass for her sins. 
Jamie’s School Dinners 
further highlighted the scale 
of the obesity timebomb faced 
by the nation. 
Originally I thought 
Extraordinary Families: And 


Baby Makes Eleven was How 
Clean Is Your House? mixed 
with The Life Laundry, 
Shameless and 10 Years 


Younger. Dad Graham is an 
alcoholic with a history of 
domestic violence. The 
family’s youngest child has 
Down’s syndrome but seemed 
supremely happy amongst the 
chaos in the tiny house. 
Happy as pigs in shit, as my 
mother would say. 

The hugely entertaining 50 
Greatest Comedy Sketches 
featured many of the most 
non-PC and potentially 
offensive sketches ever made. 


LEE THOMAS 


music from Mat Fraser and 
Sally Clay. All performances 
have BSL interpretation. 

® Tel: 0151 708 8888, 
www.fittings.org.uk 


Theatre Resource is touring 
with At Home with the Cripps 
(above) from 6 May to 3 June. 
The comedy drama features 
four disabled adults showing 
life as it really is— warts and 
all. The performances have 
BSL interpretation. 

® Tel: 01277 365626, 


www.theatre-resource.org.uk 


Music 
The Beautiful Octopus club, 
which is run by and for people 
with learning difficulties, will 
have a club night on 4 May, in 
association with Croydon 
Clocktower and Heart ‘n’ Soul. 
There will be live bands, open- 
mic slots and DJs. Croydon 
Clockwatch theatre company 
will also be performing. 
Croydon Clocktower. £5. 
@ Tel: 020 8253 1030, 
www.croydon.gov.uk/clock- 
tower 

Lucy Howard 


Mrs (Julie Walters) Overall 
from Acorn Antiques is 
actually me without my 
trolley, John Cleese’s Ministry 
of Funny Walks is me any day 
of the week, and top sketch as 
voted by C4 viewers was Little 
Britain’s bogus wheelchair 
user Andy (me when I get out 
of my wheelchair). 

What do these sketches have 
in common? THEY ARE ALL 
REALLY FUNNY. Matt Lucas 
and David Walliams also 
picked up BAFTAS for Best 
Comedy Performance and Best 
Comedy Programme, so they 
must be doing something right. 

If you really wanted to be 
offended though, you might 
have had to set the video for 
C4’s Ouads. Created by 
radical paraplegic animator 
John Callahan, the middle-of- 
the-night slot ensured that 
only aficionados of his 
hardcore adult themed opus 
got to view this hilarious 
material. So before putting 
finger to keyboard in 
complaint, remember — you 
can turn to other channels. If 
easily offended, stay away 
from the ON button. 

Jane Shepherd 


Palindromes 
od 


may be an unsympathetic 
| old grouch, but Todd 
Solondz’s film strikes me as 
the kind of movie that gives 
independent films a bad name. 
Twelve-year-old Aviva 
Victor, who seems to have no 
motivation beyond “wanting 
to be a mom”, for reasons 
that are not explained, gets 
pregnant, is pushed into an 
abortion by her mother and 
runs away from home. After a 
couple of forgettable 
encounters, she winds up with 
a pair of rabid Christian 
right-to-lifers “Momma 
Sunshine” and her husband. 
At this point things get a 
little interesting, as the family 
consists largely of adopted 
disabled children, who, we are 
informed, are all the result of 
botched abortions, and their 
best friend is a paedophile. 
After a violent finale, Aviva 
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winds up back at home, 
trying to get pregnant again. 

Any chance of finding 
Aviva empathetic is killed off 
by the decision to cast eight 
actors in the role, ranging 
from a six-year-old girl to 
adult women, so that she 
constantly changes shape, size 
and race. Solondz claims to be 
exploring ideas about whether 
people can change; I just 
found it irritating. 

The film’s publicity works 
hard to draw parallels with 
Alice in Wonderland. This is 
preposterous. Palindromes 
has nothing of Lewis Carroll’s 
lightness of touch, ability to 
create memorable characters 
or genuine deep interest in 
mathematical ideas, parody 
and wordplay. 

Some readers will probably 
like this film more than me, 
especially if their experience 
of truly imaginative film- 
making is relatively limited. 
Others, Iam sure, will detest 
it even more than I did. 


Allan Sutherland 


Kangoo Family 


wheelchair accessible 5 seater motorcar erp 


Comes with 
5 seats 
as standard 


Action on cinema access 


he Northern Ireland 
[ae and Television 

Commission’s (NIFTC) 
Cinema Access Programme 
was launched at the Queen’s 
Film Theatre (QFT) in 
Belfast on 12 April. The 
programme aims to improve 
cinema access throughout 
Northern Ireland, and will 
help fund the installation of 
subtitling and audio- 
description equipment. 

The cinemas currently 
taking part are QFT, Belfast, 
Village Cinemas, Belfast, 
Iveagh Movie Studio, 
Banbridge, IMC, Ballymena, 
and Omniplexes at 
Carrickfergus, Enniskillen, 
Newry, and Lisburn 
(Belfast’s Moviehouse also 
has this equipment). 

Fully accessible cinema 
depends as much on legal 
and commercial factors as 
on the availability of 
equipment. Accessible 
screenings should have a 
regular and convenient time 
slot. It also depends, 
crucially, on how disabled 
people themselves respond 
and make cinema-going part 
of their everyday experience. 
@ NIFTC, tel: 028 9023 2444, 
www.niftc.co.uk, listings: 
www.yourlocalcinema.com 


Michael Morgan 


HOSS excellent 
OOS verygood Sdgood 
SOK Bpoor 


f The most stylish ) 
& most practical 
Kangoo ever seen in 
i} the UK. 
| Kangoo Family is 
} quite simply in a 
different class. 4 
Beautifully designed & | 
engineered by | 
Jubilee, it combines 
} super easy wheelchair i 
| access with state of | 
| the art adaptations . 
allowing the carto be } 
} used as a normal 5 | 
seater family estate or | 
a fully wheelchair 
accessible vehicle. 


SEP ISTESEAS 


Why compromise ? } 
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brochures : home Cee information : finance quotations : advice 


Fe:Motability 012] 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midiands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sal 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 
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34 Equipment 


Which chair 


tops the table? 


Pushchairs are not designed with disabled 
parents’ needs in mind, but if you know 
what to look for finding the right model 

can be child’s play, says Lindsey Etchell 


hen the charity 

Ricability looked at 

pushchairs suitable 

for disabled people it 
found 150 different models on 
the high street, so if you are 
finding it tricky selecting one 
suitable for your needs, you are 
not alone. 

This guide* identifies features 
to look for and those to avoid, 
based on an assessment of 22 
representative models, which 
were put through their paces by 
parents with disabilities. 

When choosing your 
pushchair, price will be an 
important factor, as will the 
kind of environment you live in 
— if it is hilly, an all-terrain 
model will be more useful than 
others. There are also particular 
features worth considering to 
suit your abilities. 


If you have impaired 
dexterity... 


You should consider size and 


weight. Is the pushchair light 
enough for you to push and to 
lift into the car or bus? Look at 
mechanisms and catches. 
Ensure the chair is easy to put 
up and that you can strap in 
your child, recline the backrest, 
reverse, remove and replace the 
seat. When checking handle 
comfort and adjustability, avoid 
thin, hard handles and low, 
non-adjustable ones. 


If you walk with difficulty... 
When looking at size and 
weight, you should go for a 
stable, robust pushchair that 
gives some support when 
walking. Buying a model that 
has good under-seat baggage 
space will help you avoid 
carrying bags by hand. 

Look for handle adjustability, 
so you can push at a height that 
is comfortable for you. The seat 
height must also allow you to 
easily lift your child in and out, 
particularly if you have back 


Buggy 
A basic 
pushchair 


Forward facing | Two/Three-in- 
A more one 

comfy ride for 
the baby 


Versatile 


chair combos 


Travel system | Double (side- 


Pram and push- | option for 
car users 


All terrain 
by-side/tandem) | Chunky 

For two babies | pushchairs for 
rougher ground 


£20-100 £50-200 £100-450 £150-450 £100-300 £100-400 


Carrying 
weight 


Front/rear 
facing 


Adjustable 
handle height 


Verdict Basic, 
lightweight — 
not suitable for 


newborns 


pain, while foot brake and 
wheel-locks should be of a size 
and accessibility that means you 
can operate them. 

When buying a pushchair, a 
substantial, forward-facing 
model might suit you. 


jubilee 
Suzuki Life 


drive from wheelchair compact car 


eal independence | Ssssedsnerico 


4 
bility r 


Emo 


> : 


i Suzuki Life was i 
i) the worlds first ever } 


i) Compact, drive from 
) wheelchair motor car. 


It combines ease of { 
i) use with simple 
| elegance and offers 
he discerning | 
heelchair driver the t 
pportunity for real | 
i) independence with its 
fully automated 

ccess and disabled | 


river solutions. 


It's a real car; it 
looks and drives just like 
any other car on the 
road but offers the 


L independence. 


meses 


mation : finance quotations : advice 


}* Motability 0172] 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubliee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 
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Comfy for 
child, some OK | suits newborns 
for newborns. 


Cosy for child, 


If you have no sight... 

Test whether you can pull or 
tow the pushchair easily, so you 
can have one hand free for your 
assistance dog or cane. The 
handle should be adjustable, so 
you can hold the centre, and at 
a comfortable height for 
towing. A wrist strap to 
connect you to the pushchair 
may also help. Once again, 
good under-seat space will 
mean you do not have as much 
hand baggage. 

Four large wheels are better 
for kerbs than small wheels and 
three-wheelers and go for 
swivel wheels closest to your 
heels or a reversible handle, 
though few models have either. 

Finally, a seat that faces your 
back means your child is less 
likely to be removed without 
you knowing. 


If you have a visual 
impairment... 

Go for light or bright colours, 
so parts and catches are easier 
to see. Contrasting colours 
mean straps and catches will be 
even easier to see. It also helps 
if put up and fold mechanisms 
are simple — the more 
straightforward the better. 


If you are a 

wheelchair user... 

Your best option will be to use 
a soft-front baby carrier until 
your child’s head starts hitting 
your chin or they begin 
interfering with the wheelchair 
controls. You could also check 
out Ricability’s guide to baby 


Cosy for child, 
suits newborns, 
versatile — avail- | store. Suits 
able with first 
size car seat 


Useable over 
rough ground. 
Trendy rather 
twins and differ- | than cosy. Light 
ent age children | to manoeuvre 


Wide/long to 
manoeuvre and 


carriers*. There are various 
organisations that can advise 
on or provide purpose-built 
adaptations for wheeling a 
baby from a wheelchair — see 
the contacts box below. 


It is worth remembering that 
few pushchairs are perfect. 
Ricability’s research on several 
childcare products revealed that 
too many models cause 
problems for parents with 
disabilities, such as pushchairs 
that cannot be handled with 
one hand. When manufacturers 
and suppliers both start to 
listen to the needs of users, all 
parents will find childcare 
products easier to use. 

* You can download full copies 
of Pushchairs from the 
Ricability website (see below). 
For a printed copy send a large 
A4 self-addressed envelope 
with 47p in stamps for each 
guide (also available for 
highchairs, safety gates and 
bottles). Audiotape and Braille 
copies are also available. 
Lindsey Etchell is prinicipal 
researcher at Ricability. 


CONTACTS 
Ricability 

tel: 020 7427 2460, www. 
ricability.org.uk, 30 Angel Gate, 
City Road, London EC1V 2PT 
Disabled Parents Network 
tel: 08702 410 450, www. 
disabledparentsnetwork.org.uk 
REMAP 

tel: 0845 1300456, 
www.remap.org.uk 


Move around in style with 


this compact yet powerful scooter. 


Simple to 
operate controls 


Adjustable tiller and 
seat with max. user 
weight of | 30kg 


Easily transportable 
with a 2 year 
warranty 


To buy or hire cai... 
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36 Share your problems 


ILLUSTRATION BY CLARE CURTIS 


Police career concern 
have been diagnosed with 
disk degenerative disease, but 
I am in good health. I have 


recently applied to become a 
police officer and am interested 
to know whether the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA) 
means that I cannot be 
discriminated against, should 
my back get worse. 

David, by email 


As with many legal matters, 
this is not straightforward. 
Generally, the act makes it 
unlawful to discriminate 
against someone for a reason 
related to disability. It also lays 
down a duty for employers to 
make reasonable adjustments 
in employing disabled people. 
However, you must take 
specific advice on this. Before 
October 2004, the police 
service was outside the remit of 
the DDA and certain 
exemptions still apply. The act 
allows for different treatment if 
the reason for being treated less 
fairly is “material and 


Dear Racnel 


@ love and loneliness 
e bereavement 

@ personal problems 
@ advice and support 


Rachel Wilson, who is disabled herself, 
has spent many years advising on disability -% 
matters. Write to her at Disability Now, = 


6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. 
or email your problem to 
editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


substantial” — in other words 
relevant and significant. This 
means the police service may 
seek further clarification, if, for 
example, they felt active service 
would require you to be 
engaged in activity that might 
exacerbate your condition. 

I suggest you contact the 
Disability Rights Commission 
(DRC) for further advice. 

e@ DRC, tel: 08457 622 633, 
textphone: 08457 622 644 


We can’t move on 

have been disabled for a 

number of years. My wife 

and I have a young son who 
has cerebral palsy and needs a 
lot of support. We have been on 
the rehousing list for some 
time. This is for various rea- 
sons, including the fact that I 
was the victim of a serious 
crime and the perpetrators live 
near us, making me scared to 
go out. Our situation is compli- 
cated by the fact that we have 
hoists which will need to move 
with us. We have an excellent 
GP and have been in touch 


with two MPs but we are 
making no progress. 
Steve, Birmingham 


Despite the ongoing delay, if 
your GP has been helpful, it is 
worth returning to them and 
asking for their help in speeding 
up your rehousing. If there are 
medical reasons why a move is 
imperative then your GP may be 
able to write a letter in support. 
It is also worth talking to them 
about how scared you still feel 
after the crime — it is vital you 
feel safe at home. 


Bills have rocketed 

am a disabled pensioner and 

have been on the Stay Warm 

budget scheme for gas and 
electricity for years. However, a 
recent bank statement showed 
my direct debit payments had 
increased greatly, without me 
having received notification. 
When I queried it, I was told 
notification had been sent and I 
was to be moved to an ordinary 
tariff. Can anything be done? 
John, by email 


Graduate earnings trap 


having problems because the current contribution I pay to the 


| am coming to the end of my final year as a graduate and am 


Independent Living Fund (ILF) for my care costs is a large 


proportion of my income. 


I have no means to buy or rent accommodation, especially as 
I need to specifically plan my living arrangements. Neither do 
I have the opportunity to earn money because benefit rules state 
I cannot earn more than £79 a week without affecting my 
benefits. I am told this situation is unfortunate but unavoidable. 


Anne, Ormskirk 


I am sorry to hear of your difficulties. You do not specify which 
benefits you receive, but the situation in which you find yourself 
is a familiar one. It may be unavoidable under current rules, but 
a close look at your individual circumstances is needed before 
that is firmly established. There are three contacts you might like 
to try. The first is SKILL, The National Bureau for Students 
with Disabilities, the second is your nearest DIAL group, who 
can give you detailed benefits advice. It may also be worth 
speaking to Disability Equality in Education (DEE), a 
consultancy working in the disability field. 

® SKILL, tel: 020 7657 2337, email: info@skill.org.uk 

e DIAL, West Lancashire Disability Helpline, 

tel: 0800 220 676, www.dialuk.info 

e DEE, tel: 020 7359 2855, www.diseed.org.uk 


Try contacting your local 
Citizens Advice Bureau. They 
can help you sort out where the 
confusion has arisen and talk 
to the energy company on your 
behalf if necessary. It is also 
worth insulating your home to 
save a little extra money. 

Your email suggests you 
were once a member of the 
armed services. You might try 
contacting a local ex- 
serviceman’s association to see 
if they are able to offer any 
support. Try the Royal British 
Legion as a first contact. 
® Citizens’ Advice Bureau, 
tel: 020 7833 2181, 
www.citizensadvice.org.uk 


Driver Information Zone - 
a wealth of information and advice services for all your 
motoring queries 


Infield Action Area - 


bring out your wildside with our off-road experiences 
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Mobility Roadshow” 


the future of mobility 


Celebrating National Young 
Disabled Persons’ Day 
on 7th July 2005 


For further details call: 


or visit: 
www.mobilityroadshow.co.uk 


Ageing worries 
am 61, have cerebral palsy 
down my left side and other 
secondary disabilities. I am 
finding it increasingly difficult 
to walk, but doctors don’t seem 
to want to know. I contacted 
Scope some years ago. They 
said lots of people around my 
age found things more difficult. 
It is frightening not knowing 
what is going on with my body. 
I need to speak with someone 
who will listen. 
Karren, Portsmouth 


Scope produce a leaflet entitled 
An introduction to Ageing and 
Cerebral Palsy that you may 
find useful. It gives information 
and contact details for people 
with experience in this field 
who might be able to answer 
your questions. It is online and 
available by calling the helpline. 
© Cerebral palsy helpline, 

tel: 0808 800 33 33, email: 
cphelpline@scope.org.uk 


=, Help at 
=) the end 
, Cf the 

phone 


i 


DN’s telephone counsellor 
Lin Berwick gives disabled 
people and carers advice and 
support on personal and 
spiritual problems. Disabled 
herself, Lin is a psycho- 
therapeutic counsellor and 
Methodist local preacher, 
with a postgraduate diploma 
in homeopathic medicine. 

If you have something you 
need to discuss in 
confidence, talk to her on 
Mondays 6pm-10pm and 
Thursdays Ipm-Spm, 

tel: 01787 882111. 


ACCESS FOR ALL 


Allied Vehicles are helping to make people 
more mobile throughout the country! 


Freedom for Bill and Tina 


GLASGOW 
Sapp "My wife has MS so we needed a suitable 
vehicle. We wanted a car that would be easy 
to manage so the Freedom is ideal!” 
aoe \ a Bill Sussex 
|) YORKSHIRE 
o Happy to Help 
"| love my job as | get to meet lots of 
NORTH WEST XS"Snu interesting people and help them to 
find a car that best suits their needs.” 
rN Allied Vehicles Mobility Adviser 
ed eg Simon with Renault Autograph 
WALES (7 @@gCOVENTRY goad customer Margaret, Nottingham 
WEST MIDLANDS. || Sts, 
' ‘ jm’ Wide range of vehicles 
Oy 6 : 
ahve vA sere ~ & Excellent customer service 


°=Motabilit . : : 
atid WY Free no-obligation home demonstrations 


O800 587 9656 vmmatecehicencoum URE 


Driving For Perfection 


$5 WoO rth of - | sae 4 : - 


y p f fe 
Indepehderte promis 


pas eps: ohamucet xo p te a 
¥ Se = . sy ont 


Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 


: Name: 
Subscribe to and get 
Address: 
Postcode: Tel No: 
| enclose a cheque/postal order for £ made payable to Disability Now 
| authorise you to charge my Visa _) Mastercard L Switch 
Card No: LIJLILIL DIDI) DIO) DO) 
Iss No: (Switch only) Valid from: [_\_ VJ] Expiry date: JV) 
Signature: Date: 
DN is free to those receiving means-tested benefits (income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 
working tax credit, child tax credit, job seekers allowance). _) (photocopied proof required) 
Choose one of the below when you call 0845 120 7001 to pay by Direct Debit DN0S/05 
Three months Six months 12 months 
You can now pay by Direct Debit Individual at home address £4.50 £9 £18 

Professional/Organisation vail £14 £28 
Europe £8.25 £16.50 £33 

Offer ends on 23.05.05 Rest of World £8.75 £17.50 £35 Multiple copy rates available on request 


eae EEE 
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38 Information 


een see ye KIT 


Lucy Andrews answers your questions 


“My friend’s daughter has 
cerebral palsy. She will be six 
years old soon and I want to 
buy her a toy as a present. She 
sometimes uses a wheelchair 
and has a visual impairment.” 


You should be able to get some 
clues as to the level to buy at by 
looking at the toys she already 
has. Buying a toy that relates to 
her chronological age might 
not be fun and motivating for 
her, but you also don’t want to 
choose something that is too 
babyish. 

The Good Toy Guide, 
available from the National 
Association of Toy and Leisure 
Libraries, features toys from 
the high street that have been 
tested by children. Although it 
is not written for children with 
additional needs, it gives clear 
information about toys, and 
advises on the ages and stages 
of play (£3.95. Tel: 020 7387 
9562, www.natll.org.uk). 

Messy play such as painting 
can be fun and creative. For 
children who have difficulty 
holding a paintbrush, TFH 
Special Needs Toys sell the 
Fingermax, a brush that’s 
attached to a finger via a spiral 
coil (£9.99. Tel: 01299 827820, 
www.tfhuk.com). NES Arnold 
has Foam Stumps, cylindrical 
foam paint applicators with 


plastic handles that can be 
grasped in the palm of the hand 
(£9.95 for 10. Tel: 0845 120 
4525, www.nesarnold.co.uk). 

Some toys teach too. The 
Skills Doll from Step-by-Step 
gives practice for fastenings 
such as zips, velcro, laces and 
buttons (£11.95 for two. Tel: 
08451 252550, www.sbs- 
educational.co.uk). 

Brightly coloured toys or 
toys that use colour contrast are 
good for children with visual 
impairments. The Soft Touch 
Memory Game from TFH 
(above) is a pairs matching 
game, made up of fabric 
squares. You match the black 
and white patterns on one side 
or the brightly coloured shapes 
on the other (£19.95). 

‘Feely’ toys that have 
different textures to touch can 
be interesting to explore. Hope 
Education has Tactile 
Dominoes that can be matched 
by touch alone (£17.50. Tel: 
0845 120 2224, www.hope- 
education.co.uk). TFH sell 
Giant Finger Touch Dominoes, 
a version of traditional 


dominoes but with raised 
coloured spots (£39). 

Toys that include lights can 
catch the eye and help to hold a 
child’s attention. The Plasma 
ball from Spacekraft lights up 
when you put your hands on it, 
and a spiral of light follows 
your fingers as you move them 
across the surface of the ball 
(£19.95. Tel: 01274 581007, 
www.spacekraft.co.uk). 

For more physical activity, 
Rompa sells a wide range of 
balls for throwing and catching. 
The Slow Motion ball is slow in 
flight, making it easier to see, 
and it gives the child more time 
to move their arms to catch it 
(£7. Tel: 0845 230 1177, 
www.rompa.com). They also 
have balls of different textures, 
sound balls and scented balls. 
For further advice on play look 
at the DLF’s factsheet 
“Choosing Children’s Play 
Equipment” on our website at 
www.dlforg.uk; or phone the 
helpline on 0895 130 9177; or 
email us at advice@dlforg.uk. 
Information is also available 
from Action for Leisure, an 
organisation that specialises in 
play and leisure activities for 
people of all ages (tel: 020 8783 
0173, www.actionfor 
leisure.org.uk). 

Lucy Andrews is a senior 
advisor at the DLF 


If you have got a question you would like Lucy to answer, 
email en or post it —_ the usual address. 


ME RET RR EERSTE DUSTER ANTI SECT 


‘Mercedes Benz 
_Vaneo Liberty 


| 4 seater wheelchair accessible MPV 


ee 


60” head-room — 


4 stylish adaptation 
ty gearbox 0 iat 


Superbly engineered by Jubilee for just £4 3995 


It's quite simply 
= § | inaclass of it’s own. 


A genuine luxury 
| MPV from Mercedes i 
| Benz with unparalleled | | 
| access for wheelchair } | 
| users at a truly 

i] remarkable price. 


With almost 60 
| inches of headroom, 
Jubilee’s superb 

| lowered floor 

+ adaptations both 

; complement and if 
+ accentuate the stylish 
Vaneo package , 

| setting new industry 
| standards for both 
design and simple 

§ practicality. 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles peated sec specification., 
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www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


NAIDEX 2005 


A young visitor enjoys last year’s show (above) and the F290 power- 


chair from Balder UK (below, right) 


aide 


This year’s Naidex exhibition 
runs from 24-26 May at the 
National Exhibition Centre 
(NEC) in Birmingham. The 
national homecare, disability 
and rehabilitation event will 
have over 350 exhibitors 
covering a wide range of 
products and services, plus 
specific ‘zones’ including a 
career zone, daily workshops 
and demonstrations, free 
seminar programmes for health 
professionals, and associations 
and charities from Contact a 
Family to the Disability Rights 
Commission offering 
information and advice. 
Exhibitors include 
Medimotion, which has 
motorised therapy systems for 
children, Balder UK, which will 
be showcasing powerchairs 
(above, right), and Eurocare 
Showers. New exhibitors will 
be easily identifiable to allow 
visitors to see what’s new. 
There will be a range of new 
products on show, including the 
Indipod from Daycar, which is 
a portable sanitary system and 
the Readable Page Turner from 
QED, which turns pages of 
books by remote control or an 
input switch tailored to the 
user. New clothing company 
Simply Practical Clothing will 
be showcasing their flexible 
clothing solutions for people 
with physical impairments. 
There will also be the 
Naidex awards, which will 
recognise innovative new 
products- shortlisted products 
for best new product this year 
include the Pyramid, which is 
an adaptable hearing loop, the 
RNID vibrating Smoke Alarm 
from Sound Advantage, the K 
Screen, which is a shower screen 
for wet floor shower areas, and 
a job website from the Disabled 
Workers Co-operative (see 
www.disabledworkers.org.uk). 
Also new at Naidex 2005 
will be room sets, where 
visitors will be able to see first- 
hand how equipment works in 
a ready-made kitchen, 
bathroom and living area. New 


zone areas include a Moving 
and Handling Equipment zone, 
created in response to visitor 
feedback, and a Pressure Care 
and Management zone. 

For children, there’s the 
Kidequip zone, where suppliers 
of paediatric equipment for 
children with special needs will 
be on hand to answer questions 
and demonstrate their 
products, from communication 
toys to clothing. The zone will 
include a sensory ‘big top’ and 
a soft play circus area (provided 
by SensoryPlus), as well as 
jugglers, entertainers and face 
painters. 

Don’t forget to visit Disability 
Now at stand number A28. 

A free show guide will be 
available in various formats, 
including large print and audio. 
There will also be sign 
language interpreters and 
guides. For these and other 
show information, visit the 
Disabled Living Foundation 
(DLF) at stand number A180. 
Manual and electric 
wheelchairs are available for 
hire at the Mobility Loan Point. 
They are free and loaned on a 
first- come, first- served basis. 
Getting there: whether 
travelling by coach, car or rail, 
the NEC is fully accessible, 
with adequate parking facilities 
and access. Parking is free for 
vehicles displaying Orange/Blue 
Badges, with parking facilities 
provided near entrances. 
Additional parking is available 
in main car parks, which are 
serviced by free accessible 
shuttle buses. 

Opening times: 24/25 May- 
10am-Spm, 26 May- 10am- 
4pm. Admission is free. To 
book tickets, tel: 0870 429 4428, 
fax: 0870 429 4429, or pre- 
register at www.naidex.co.uk 


Competition 39 


Snap up some fabulous 
photography prizes 


It's not too late to enter in the 2005 Freedom in Focus photography competition 


Ee. 


Drummer Boy by Gemma Nash, one Be this year’s entries 


‘here is still time to enter 

this year’s Freedom in 
Focus photography 
competition, which is 
sponsored by HSBC; the 
closing date is 31 May. 

The competition is open to 
disabled, amateur photo- 
graphers in two categories; those 
aged under 18 and 18+. 

The winner of the 18-and- 
over age group wins £600 cash, 
plus £300 towards the cost of a 
photography course/weekend 
of his or her choice. The 
runner-up will get £200 cash. 

The under-18 winner wins a 
digital camera, plus four tickets 


for the London Eye (donated 
by London Eye) with a 
professional photographer to 
record the visit. The runner-up 
will receive a digital camera. 

The theme of this year’s 
competition is “Community”. 
For this you could focus on 
people around you, 
relationships, village or urban 
life, local traditions, family 
activities, neighbours, animals 
or even communities seen in 
other countries. 

So don’t miss your chance to 
be featured as a fabulous 
photographer in DN or win 
one of the fantastic prizes. 


€ CHARTWELL INSURANCE 
DISABLED DRIVER’S BUREAU 


WORLDWIDE TRAVEL INSURANCE . 


Est. SINCE 1 
40th YEAR OF ace 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE: 


DAYTIME TEL NUMBER 


ARE YOU 
UNDER 18? L] 
18 AND OVER? L] 


NUMBER OF PHOTOGRAPHS ENTERED 


DID YOU TAKE THE PHOTO? (| 
DIRECT THE PHOTO? L] 
WHAT IS YOUR DISABILITY? 


SEND YOUR ENTRY WITH THIS FORM TO: 
FREEDOM IN FOCUS COMPETITION, DISABILITY NOW, 
FREEPOST WD4323, LONDON N7 9BR. 


NO STAMP REQUIRED. PLEASE INCLUDE A SAE IF YOU 
WOULD LIKE YOUR PHOTOGRAPHS RETURNED 


€ | 
Est. SINCE 1965 
40th YEAR OF SERVICE 


POWERCHAIR e SCOOTER ¢ TRIKE 


DESIGNED FOR DISABLED ENTAL / MALICIOUS DAMAGE 
AND OLDER TRAVELLERS - AGED C | 
~ UNRESTRICTED COVER FOR . THEFT - PUBLIC LIABILITY 
“EXISTING MEDICAL CONDITIONS nonitunge packzerion 
(SUBJECT TOA HEALTH DECLARATION) : , 
EUROPEAN COVER From omy£ FROM ONLY 


WORLDWIDE COVER From omy £: 


OPTIONAL MECHANICAL BREAKDOWN COVER ALSO.AVAILABLE | 


INSTANT COVER AVAILABLE — NO FORMS TO COMPLETE 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION VISIT US AT 


Website: chartwellinsurance.co.uk ¢ Email: info@chartwellinsuran¢e.co.uk 


OR CALL US FREE ON 


OTHER SPECIALIST INSURANCE AVAILABLE 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES ¢ DISABLED DRIVERS ¢ VEHICLE BREAKDOWN COVER ¢ HOUSEHOLD * COMMERCIAL 
CHARTWELL INSURANCE IS REGULATED & AUTHORISED BY THE FINANCIAL SERVICE AUTHORITY 
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40 Information 


What’s On 


Primary Care 2005 will be at to raise awareness of the 020 7803 1100, www.learning both be at the Reebok Stadium 
the National Exhibition importance of mental health disabilities.org.uk in Bolton on 23 March. The 
Centre (NEC) in Birmingham service provision for young exhibitions will include 

on 5-6 May. The event will people with learning Sportability has a number of product demonstrations, 


include exhibitors, conference difficulties. The seminars are events over spring and seminars and advice. Free. Tel: 
programmes and workshops. part of the Making Us Count summer, including canoeing 0800 975 6090, www.inclusive. 
Tel: 0151 709 8979, project, and an in Leicester on 15 May and co.uk/exhibitions 
www.primarycare2005.co.uk accompanying report and falconry in Melton Mowbray 

training tools are available. on 26 May. Tel: 01509 Care Expo 2005 will be at the 
The Foundation for People There will be seminars in 414201, www.sportability.org National Exhibition Centre 
with Learning Disabilities is Glasgow on 4 May and (NEC) in Birmingham from 
holding a series of seminars Birmingham on 26 May. Tel: SpecialneedsIT, featuring 24-26 May, in conjunction 

information and with the Naidex exhibition 


communication technology, (see page 38). The event, for 
and Special Needs North, nursing, residential and home 
featuring books, equipment care organisations, will have 


and learning resources, will over 100 exhibitors, seminars 


CHURCHILL'S 


TO ! LET LI FT Appointments ey ~Publications 
Lauren Scholey is the new Contact a Family has 
| , Executive Director of published a directory of 
CandoCo dance company. specific conditions and rare 
disorders, which includes 
Elaine Thomson has recent medical discoveries 
become the new Chair of and developments. Available 
Cornerstone Community in book form, on CD and 
Care. online. £35 (print version). 
\ ee Tel: 020 7608 8700, 


Tim Fallon is the new Chief www.cafamily.org.uk 

Executive of John Grooms 

Housing Association. The National Autistic Society 
(NAS) has published a range 
of guides on autism and 

DID YOU KNOW? Asperger’s syndrome. Tel: 

Sie: ne Se ee 0845 070 4004 (helpline), 

DN is available — www.nas.orguk 


of slips and nts 
Helps retain y' a 
" dignity oar on ta pe, disk The Association of London 
ingtry powered - and by email. Government (ALG) and Public 
wno electrics S| Information Exchange (PIE) 


Contact Talking have published a London 
Newspa per, Blue Badge parking guide, 

giving information on where 
see contents, 


to drive and park in London. 
The guide incorporates a 


gs 12 months W 


: 2 
iy 
LINES ARE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 9am - 6pm CHURC HILLS 


“CALL FREE AND ASK FOR JANIE, CATHERINE OR ANGELA 


heard the ~ 
news? 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. Talking Newspaper Association of the 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


TNAUK 
National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB 


O8 } O AA ) 9) 5 8) Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 
Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 


2ader's Digest... Daily Mail... Woman's Weekly... Guardian... Hi-Fi News... Time... Cosmopol 
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and an advice clinic. Free. To 
pre-register, tel: 0870 429 
4428, www.careexpo.co.uk 


A chain of MV Sign Cafes for 
deaf and disabled people (as 
well as non-disabled people) is 
opening up across the UK. At 
the moment there is one in 
Redditch and one planned in 
Birmingham. As well as food 
and drink (including Fairtrade 
tea and coffee) there are plans 
for events and courses such as 
arts shows and BSL sign 
language courses. See 
www.mvbistro.com 


street atlas and information 
on the congestion charge, 
shopmobility and London 
airports. £4.50. Tel: 020 7324 
6276, www.thepieguide.com 


Transport for London (TfL) has 
published a range of transport 
guides in various formats, 
including large print and 
audio. The guides, which are 
also available in 12 languages, 


include maps and inform- 
ation, from river services to 
taxi fares. Tel; 020 7222 1234 
(24-hour travel information 
centre), textphone: 020 7918 
3015 (TfL). The guides are 
also downloadable from 
www.tfl.gov.uk 


THE MS Society has 
published a step-by-step 
guide on social services. 
Downloadable from 
www.mssociety.org.uk 


| Mobility South takes place 
on 6-7 May at Newbury 
Racecourse, Berkshire. The 
show is organised by 
Gowrings Mobility, who are 

| celebrating their 40th 
anniversary this year. The 
event will feature products, 
equipment and services, 
from wheelchairs to 
communication aids. There 

| will also be vehicles, 
including the launch of a 
conversion of the Chrysler 
Grand Voyager, with Stow 
‘n’ Go seats, from Gowrings 
Mobility. There will be a 
car zone where visitors 
can try out the latest 
vehicles and adaptations. 
Family attractions include 
an accessible hot air 
balloon. Gowrings 
Mobility are holding a 
competition, with winners 
announced by Dame Tanni 
Grey Thompson. Prizes 
include a Gowrings 
Mobility Vauxhall Zafira 
car and a Sunrise Medical 
powerchair. Free. Tel: 
0845 608 8070, 
www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 
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Display/Linage 41 


Tel: 020 7619 7320, Fax: 020 7619 7331, Minicom: 020 7619 7332, email: patrick.durhammatthews@scope. org.uk 


e Personal 


MY NAME IS Erica, 27 years old, I am 
a wheelchair user looking for an able 
bodied man to help me around the 
place and possible relationship. Long 
hair and brown eyes. I have 
mild learning difficulties, enjoy discos, 
day trips and visiting places. I live 
in Manchester and I look forward 
to hearing from you if you live in 
the area and you are between 25 and 
35. Also looking for penpals. Box no: 
307 


ACTIVE DISABLED GENT, wheelchair 
user, early 60s, own transport, 
Birmingham area, looking for a lady 
with gsoh to share trips out, theatre, 
meals, cinema etc. Box no: 308 


° Cars/vans/caravan 


CHAIRMAN FORD ESCORT 1.6, royal 
blue, R reg, 36k miles, MOT Aug 05, 
taxed ‘til May 05. Vgc, one owner. 2 
rear flap seats, accommodates 1 
wheelchair user plus 3 passengers and 
driver. Electric rear lowering ramp. 
£4,350 ono. Tel: 01865 766367 
(Oxford). 


SUZUKI WAGON R 1.3, Jubilee conver- 
sion with extra low floor and rear 
ramp for wheelchair passenger. 
Registered August 2001, 11k miles, 
Suzuki service history. Only I owner, 
full MOT. £6,250. Tel: 01485 525637 
(Norfolk). 


TOYOTA HIACE 2.5TDI, Versa conver- 
sion, registered September 2004, 2k 
miles, metallic silver. Rear ramp for 
wheelchair, winch, Q-straints. Seats 4 
plus wheelchair, air con, e/windows, 
CD, pas, central locking. Bereavement 
forces sale, £14,000 ono. Tel: 01925 
211154, email: Stephen_fineran@hot- 


mail.com 


CHAIRMAN VAUXHALL ZAFIRA 
Elegance 1.8 star silver. 2001, Y reg, 
20k miles, MOT, carries 4 plus wheel- 
chair, sunroof, air con, CD player. 
Vgc, £12,995. Tel: 01993 704577. 


2002 CHRYSLER GRAND Voyager 3.3, 
left hand drive, Braun conversion incl 
electric door and ramp, lowered floor 
for wheelchair access. 22k miles, full 
MOT, only 2 owners, fsh. Air con, 
carries 4 plus wheelchair. In very good 
condition, £16,000 ono. Tel: 0151 722 
9603. 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC 1.9Tdi with 
Constables car chair conversion. 2002 
reg, 57k miles, only one owner. 
E/windows, pas, carries 4 incl wheel- 
chair passenger and driver. New 
MOT and road tax, fsh, £8,250 ono. 
Tel: 01443 475385 or mobile: 07779 
244917. 


CITROEN BERLINGO 1.6 16 valve forte 
with Brotherwood conversion, 
57 inches headroom, rear entrance via 
shallow manual counterbalanced 
ramp, 30 inches wide, full 
wheelchair restraint system. Carries 
driver, front passenger, rear 
passenger and wheelchair. Full MOT, 
fsh, only one owner, 24k miles, March 
2001 Y reg. Electric front windows, 
air con, pas, CD and multichanger, 
Clifford alarm, dark tinted 
windows. In very good condition, 
£8,500 ono. Tel: 01527 403786 
(Redditch, Worcs) or email: 
steveyd@blueyonder.co.uk 


CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4, 5 doors and 4 
seats with Brotherwood conversion, 
57 inches headroom, ramp with full 
restraint system. 4 seats plus wheel- 
chair. Nov 2001, 51 reg, pas, remote 
central locking, front e/windows, 
RDS radio/cassette, overhead parcel 
shelf, near side electric door mirror. 
Metallic red, Full MOT and tax, fsh, 
only 2 owners, in very good condi- 
tion, 25k miles, £8,495. Mobile Tel: 
01446 760212 (Cardiff). 


RENAULT KANGOO AUTHENTIQUE 1.2 
with Constables conversion incl ramp 
and winch. Only 400 miles, 3 years’ 
warranty remaining, taxed, seats three 
people plus wheelchair. Metallic blue, 
pas, central locking, e/windows. As 
new, £11,000. Tel: 01372 453666 
(Leatherhead). 


Take the weight off your legs with 


The Mangar 
Leg Support 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 RN with 
Constables conversion, 3 seats plus 
wheelchair, 2001 X reg, metallic blue, 
pas, central locking, e/windows, 
MOT until Jan 06, 30k miles. £6,500 
ono. Tel: 0116 286 5172. 


DAIHATSU HIJET 1.0 Mobility 1997(R) 
with ramps, winch, rear heater and 
wheelchair clamps. MOT March 
2006. 16k miles. Service history. 
Available late April. Located central 
Scotland. £2250. Tel: 01506 826190 or 
email: alanmkiv@aol.com 


NISSAN VANETTE 2.3 diesel 1996 
N reg, pas, 66k miles. Versa conver- 
sion with Ricon lift, seats 4 plus 
wheelchair. 2 owners, excellent 
condition, £5,500 ono. Tel: 01202 
880475 (Dorset) or mobile: 07967 
417304. 


RENAULT TRAFIC VAN, R reg, 40k 
miles, pas, full MOT, fsh, Widnes 
Versa car conversion incl tracking, 
winch and pull down ramp. Seats 5 
plus wheelchair. Vgc, £3,150. Tel: 
01362 687942 (Norfolk). 


VW CARAVELLE 2.3 with Invatravel 
conversion, incl electric lift, anchor- 
age for 2 wheelchairs. Seats 7, S1 
plate, 16k miles, pas, CD player, 
e/windows. Only one owner from 
new, fsh. In very good condition, 
fis, 00 ono. Lela 01992) 71.8959 
(Waltham Abbey). : 


CHAIRMAN RENAULT KANGOO 1.2, T 
reg, Caribbean Blue, 34k miles. 3 seats 
plus wheelchair space with anchor 
straps and ramp. With fsh and full 
MOTY/Itax. £5,950 ono. Tel: 020 8518 
8112 or evenings: 01223 350 916 
(Cambridge). 


VW SHARON SPORT TDI 1.9 12 
Months old ( 2 yrs manuf warranty 
remaining) 12k miles, Atmosphere 
Blue highest spec excellent ramped 
rear access adaption. Seats 5 plus 
wheelchair cost £24k 12 months ago 
£19,500 ono. Bereavement forces sale. 
Tel day: 07879 494770, evening: 01189 
733390. 


CHAIRMAN FIAT FIORINO 1.4 1996, 71k 
miles, one owner, fsh. Driver, 3 other 
seats plus wheelchair, MOT. £1,675 
ono. Tel: 01322 345006 (Dartford) or 
mobile: 07719 817284. 


FORD TRANSIT M reg, diesel, 51k 
miles, automatic, turbo, hi-roof. 
Interbility rear lift, takes 2 wheel- 
chairs plus 5 others (incl driver). Tow 
bar, curtains, table, internal transfer 
lift, e/windows and mirrors. Taxed, 
MOT, only 2 owners, £4,250 ono. 
Tel: 01227 752258 (Kent) or mobile: 
07973 112172. 


CHAIRMAN CITROEN BERLINGO 
Multispace 1.4, reg Nov 2001(S1) 
Gowrings conversion, 1 rear 
passenger seat alongside wheelchair. 
Lightweight ramp, lowering 
suspension, 4pt w/chair securing 
system and powered winch. Air con, 
pas, remote locking. Metallic 
Gold, MOT to November. Like new, 
only 3200 miles £9,750 ono. Tel: 
07919 335341 (Walton-on-Thames, 
Surrey). 


TOYOTA PREVIA 2.0 GLS, diesel, 
27k miles, 01 plate (1 September 
2001), ex demo model, only one 
owner, full MOT and tax. 
Automotive conversion incl 
drop floor with fold down ramp, 
carries 5 plus wheelchair. 3 
detachable reversible seats allowing 
extended legroom. E/windows and 
e/mirrors, pas, CD player, silver steel. 
Fsh, cruise control, air con, rear heat- 
ing system. In immaculate condition, 
£14,500 ono. Tel: 01429 870577 
(Hartlepool, Cleveland) or mobile: 
07768 597966. 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 X reg (00), 14k 
miles, Bekker conversion incl 
electronic. hydraulic raise and lower 
function, folding ramp. 3 seats 
plus wheelchair or 5 without. 5 door 
metallic green, 5 speed manual, 
c/locking, e/windows, pas, abs, front 
air bags. Very economical and reli- 
able, only 2 owners, full tax and 
MOT, fsh. £6,750 ono. Tel: 01473 
635743. 


PEUGEOT 806 GLX, Td Hadi 2.0, reg 
Feb 02. Metallic royal blue. Only 
9,900 miles, 1 owner, excellent condi- 
tion. 5 doors, manual with power 
steering, climate control air con, radio 
CD player. 7 seater fitted with 
Constables Attendant Carchair and 
automatic lift system on front passen- 
ger side. Full MOT and tax. £15,500 
ono. Tel: 020 8449 2416. 


RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 RXE petrol. 
W reg (August 2000) 23500 miles. 
Lowered floor, lowering pneumatic 
suspension, ramp, 
winch, wheelchair restraints, seat 
belts, airbags. c/l, e/windows, pas 
etc. Driver + 2 passengers + wheel- 


electric 


chair user. MOT and service history. 
£6450 ono. Telephone 01788 814040 
or e-mail CABurton@aol.com for 
details. 


LIGHTWEIGHT CAR HOIST £175 ono. 
Tel 01925 723814 (Chesire). 


KIA SEDONA 2.9 Tdi, fully wheelchair 
accessible with rear ramp. Registered 
2001, only 25k miles, full MOT, 
only one owner from new. Vgc, 
e/windows, pas. £10,750. Tel: 0121 
373 4505. 


NISSAN MICRA 1.0 S-door, S 
Automatic. Marine Green. Nov 2001. 
22k miles, pas, central locking and 
full service history. Ring Accelerator 
and brake lever newly fitted, also flip 
up accelerator pedal. Taxed and 
MOT until November. Only 2 own- 
ers, vgc £4850. Tel:020 8429 4478 
(Pinner). 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.6, auto, wheel- 
chair hoist, with a Sungift electric 
wheelchair and Worldwide Mobility 
electric scooter. 38k miles, T reg, full 
MOT and tax. Pas, 2 sunroofs, front 
e/windows. In very good condition, 
£3,500 ono. Tel: 01922 860191 
(Walsall). 


VW SHARAN 1.9 Tdi, reg Oct 2001, 
only 2 owners, 120k miles, excellent 
condition, fsh, high spec, silver, 115 
bhp, 6 speed. With Automotive con- 
version incl fold down ramp. Carries 
6 incl wheelchair. £6,995 ono. Tel: 
01620 894990. 


VW CARAVELLE MULTIVAN 2.5 Tdi, 
seats 7, V reg, 1 owner, 20k miles. 
FVWSH. With Invatravel conversion 
incl RICON electric sidelift. Folding 
table, powerpoint, fixture for one 
wheelchair, rear heater, back seat con- 
verts to double bed, curtains. In mint 
condition, £13,750 ono. Tel: 01360 
440814 (Scotland). 


TOYOTA STARLET 1.3C€D, 5 door, auto, 
1996 (P reg), silver, lightened power 
steering, hand brake T-bar assistance, 


fsh, 2 owners, sunroof, alarm, e/front 
windows, 87k miles, MOT and Tax 
Aug 2005. £1,895 ono. Tel: 07712 
645046 (Colchester). 


Daniel always brings a smile to people’s faces — he is a lovely child 
who has a range of interests including ball games and jumping on 
the trampoline. Daniel loves music and always tries to sing along. 


Need assistance to rise from 
your favourite chair? Try 


Daniel has autism and needs a family who will be able to care for 
him now through to adulthood. They will need to give him plenty 
of support and encouragement, and they may have had some 
experience in caring for a child with special needs. He will need to 
be the youngest child in the house. 


HYUNDAI ATOZ PLUS automatic, 1999 
28,500 miles. Hodge hand controls, 
tax and MOT to Feb '06, vgc. £2,250. 


Tel: 020 8907 8532/2400. 
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HOW TO REPLY 


The Mangar 


Lifting Cushion 


BOTH powered by the 
Mangar Airflo 
power source 


Daniel attends a full time special school where he is popular with 
children and staff. He has made excellent progress at the school 
and with his foster carer, but he now needs a permanent foster 
family who can help him grow and develop. 


To reply to a personal 
ad indicate the Box 
Number and mark the 


If you think you can help Daniel and want the reward and challenge 
of caring for him, please call Kimberly 

for an informal chat and 
further information on 
the finance and 
support available. 


envelope Private and 
Confidential. If you do 


Islington Adoption Service 
12 Highbury Crescent London N5 1RN 
Tel: 


Email: kimberly.espinel @islington.gov.uk 
www.islington.gov.uk/adoption 


not it will be opened. 
Send it to DN, 
address on page 2. 


Contact: Sales Dept. Mangar International, Presteigne, 
Powys, Wales, U.K. LD8 2UF. Tel: (01544) 267674 Fax: (01544) 260287 
email: sales@mangar.co.uk website: www.mangar.co.uk 
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20% discount for April & May bookings. 
Holiday flats on Exmouth seafront, 
wheel-in shower/wc ensuite, some electric 
beds, sleeps from 4 to 10, fully 
furnished/equipped to high standard, level 
walks to town and along seafront, ramps 
and access to beach, care can be arranged. 
Contact Judith Olisa, 1 Alston Terrace, 
Exmouth, Devon, EX8 1BH. 01395 275367, 
mob:07832110927 judeolisa@fastmail.fm 


Brittany Cottage to let. 
Adapted for wheelchair use. 
Good access to beaches. 
Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C. Hodgson. 
Tel (01924) 499220. 
www .brimartravel.co.uk 


MOONPENNY 
COTTAGE 
North York Moors National Park 


Fully wheelchair accessible 
self-catering holiday cottage. 
Sleeps 4. Designed specifically for the 
wheelchair user. Single story, Grade 
2 listed converted farm building, south 
facing, overlooking beautiful valleys 
and hills beyond. Large sitting/dining 
room with open fire, kitchen, wheel-in 
shower room with shower seat, 
handrails to shower and toilet area. 
All work surfaces, basins and 
appliances at wheelchair level. 
One double, one twin bedroom. 
Full details/ brochure from 
Mrs Amicia Bentley 
TEL: 01751 460311 


www. mici.supanet.com 


BOOK NOW FOR SUMMER 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
LATE BOOKING DISCOUNTS 
Disabled travellers, don’t miss this 
spacious luxury adapted bungalow. 
Overlooking Golf Course. 

3 bedrooms/2 bathrooms 
(Mangar bathlift). Cable TV. 2 
Telephones. FREE Country Clulo 
Membership. 10 minutes airport. 
20 minutes Disney World. For 
availability/oOooking contact 
paraplegic owner:- Sue Fisher 
Tel/Fax: 0161 792 3029. 
Email: rita.sue.fisher@ntlworld.com 
www. hitp://homepage.ntlworld. 
com/susan. fisher33/ 


Central Devon: 3 comfortable 
ground floor manor farmhouse 
apartments, M2 wheelchair 
accessible. Picturesque, peaceful 
situation, on-site coarse fishing. 
Half mile Crediton, 8 miles 
Exeter. No smoking/pets. Ideal 
holiday base. v«v<v<v* Graded. 
Tel: 01363 772684, 
www.creedymanor.com 


Cottage on slope to 
sea, Lyme Bay, Dorset 


Glorious views. Quiet, private 
patio. An organic farm — 
vegetables in season. Mimosa 
Cottage. Wheelchair accessible. 
Tourist Board Cat 1, 4 stars. 
Granary Lodge - Disability 
Friendly. Contact Josephine 
Pearse, Tamarisk Farm, 
West Bexington, Dorset 
DT2 9DF, tel: 01308 897784. 
Email: holidays @tamariskfarm.com 
www.tamariskfarm.co.uk 


| PENROSE BURDEN NORTH CORNWALL 
“Holiday Care Award Winners” 
Holiday Cottages designed for wheelchair users 
and their families. Rural setting with superb 
views. Dogs welcome. Wood burning stoves 
and daily meal service. 

Please ring or write for colour brochure. 
R&N Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, 
Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. Telephone 

Bodmin (01208) 850277 or 850617 
www.penroseburden.co.uk 


TELEPHONE: 
01626 853050 
DAYTIME 


On J 
eS Scbiwork 


TELEPHONE: 
01803 812291 
EVENINGS 


SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


THE SOUTH’S BEST SELECTION OF MINI BUSES & CONVERSIONS 


USED/REFURBISHED 


2003 (53) RENAULT KANGOO 1.6 LTR PETROL 3 seats, automatic, 5,300 miles, 5 door 
ABS, alloy wheels, electric reels, full width lightweight ramp, lowered rear floor for 
wheelchair access, luggage racks/side lockers, one rear saloon seat, PAS, service 


history, twin side doors. 


£11,500 


2001 RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 PETROL Silver, 3 seats, 1 owner, automatic, 34,000 miles, 
5 door, ABS, full width lightweight ramp, lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, 


non-slip flooring, one rear saloon seat, PAS, twin side doors. 


£10,650 


2001 VOLKSWAGEN TRANSPORTER SWB 2.5TDi TURBO DIESEL 5 seater, automatic, 
24,000 miles, hand controls, electric park brake, swivel base driver seats, full width 
lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, power steering, Q Straint W/C securing system, 


side load door, two rear saloon passenger seats. 


£11,500 


2000 (X) SUZUKI WAGON R LOWERED FLOOR 1.3 Ltr PETROL Silver, 2 seats, automatic, 5 door, 


C/L, full width lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, PAS, twin side doors. 


£6,300 


2001 (Y) RENAULT MASTER SWB 2.2 Ltr DIESEL Blue, manual, could take 2 wheelchairs, 
full width lightweight ramp, non-slip flooring, PAS, short wheelbase, side load door, 


twin front passenger seat, two rear saloon passenger seats. 


£11,700 


2003 PEUGEOT BOXER SWB 2.0 HDi 7 seats, manual, 21,000 miles, balance of manufacturers 
warranty, could take 2 wheelchairs, immaculate condition inside and out, non-slip 
flooring, option 9 seater W/C access at additional cost, side load door, twin front 
passenger seat, wheelchair access including restraints, safety belts & ramps, 


wheelchair access, telescopic ramps, full width ramp. 


£11,950 


2002 (02) FIAT SCUDO COMBI 2.0 JTD 4 seats, manual, 14,000 miles, air con, elec 
windows, balance of manufacturers warranty, elec reels, elec windows, full width 
lightweight ramp, lowered rear floor for wheelchair access, non-slip flooring, PAS, 


twin side doors. 


£13,250 


2001 RENAULT KANGOO 1.4 Lir PETROL Metallic green, 3 seats, 1 owner, manual, 33,000 miles, 
5 door, electric reels, full width lightweight ramp, lowered rear floor for wheelchairs, 


non-slip flooring, one rear saloon seat, PAS, twin side doors, electric winch. 


£9,600 


2001 VW TRANSPORTER SWB 1.9 Ltr Turbo diesel, blue, 4 seats, very good condition, 
29,000 miles, full width lightweight ramp, power steering, short wheelbase, could 


take 2 wheelchairs. 


£10,200 


2000 rh) CITROEN BERLINGO 1.4 Ltr PETROL Metallic blue, 3 seats, manual, 38,000 miles, 
5 door, air con, electric reels, electric windows, full width lightweight ramp, lowered 
rear floor for wheelchair access, lowering rear suspension, non-slip flooring, one 


rear saloon seat, PAS, twin side foors. 


£9,750 


Various Mini-Buses and Wheelchair access in stock 
and ready to go. Phone for details 


INVATRAVEL CONVERSIONS LTD 


Part exchanges in stock 
1999 (V) Caravelle Variant, VR6 petrol, 1 owner, 
84,000 miles U/F Lift. £9950-00 
1999 (T) Caravelle Variant, VR6 petrol, 1 owner, 
45,000 miles, U/F lift. £10450-00 
1999 (T) Caravelle Multivan, 2.5ltr Tdi Auto, 102bhp, 1 owner, 
65,000 miles, U/F lift. £9950-00 
2004 (04) Caravelle SE, 2.5ltr Tdi 130bhp, 
320 miles only, U/F lift. £27950-00 


Stock always changing, all vehicles serviced, MOT and warranty. Please ring 
for further details 01704-506608 or see our website www.invatravel.com 


TEBE! 
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Nissan Serena.D. Brotherwoods drop floor conversion 
Mercedes Vito. D. 29k. Beautiful access conversion 
Citroen Dispatch 1 .9D,. Lowered floor, ramp &5 seats £6,995 
Renault Traffic 1.9D. Underfloor ramp. Very nice 
Vauxhall Agila Low floor with rear seat conversion 
Renault Kangoos with low floor & rear seats from 
Citroen Dispatch 1.9D. Lowered floor & rear seats 
Renault Kangoos with low floor & fold out ramps from 
Volkswagen Diesel Transporter, Ramp & rear seats 

02 Citroen Berlingo 1.9D, Lowered rear floor. Very nice 
5] Renault Kangoos.Lowered floor & rear passenger seats £11,295 
03 Daihatsu Hi-Jet. Ramp, winch and rear seats. 7k only 
03 Volkswagen Transporter D. Chairlift and rear seats 

02 Renault Kangoos, Lowered floor & rear seats 

04 Mercedes Vaneo Auto Fully automated ramp/tailgate 
03 Chrysler Grand Voyager Diesel. Low floor lux MPV 

53 Toyota Powerbus Access Lift Diesel. As totally new 
Renault Kangoos. Low floor and rear seats. Choice 
Mercedes Vaneo | .6 Auto, Lowered floor . 4 seats, 

Fiat Doblo Hi Roof Diesels.5 seats , wheelchair access 
Renault Kangoo Automatic, Low floor rear seats. 
Mercedes V Class Auto. Ambiente low floor + leather 
All available on our Low or NO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance plans 


ACS Ra 
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The best choice of quality used mobility vehicles in the UK 4 


£7,995 
£8,995 


$2,995 
59,495 
£8,995 
£11,995 
£10,995 
512,995 
£13,995 


£7,995 

£14,995 
511,495 
£25,995 
£23,995 
£15,995 
511,995 
£20,995 
59,795 

£13,995 
£18,995 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


Mobility Batteries Top 
Specification competitive 
prices. Tel: 01773520033, 
Fax: 01773520566 


Back rests also available separately 
A FULL RANGE OF TRIKES FROM 
CHILD TO ADULT AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES. FOR YOUR NEAREST 
DEALER OR MORE INFORMATION: 
TEL: 01622 815 678 
info@missioncycles.co.uk 
View the full range at 


www.missioncycles.co.uk 


DISCLAIMER 


DN is not responsible for claims 
made in the adverts it prints. Readers 
are advised to check claims with 
advertisers before relying on them. 


fssMotability Q121 502 2252 


www.jubileeauto.co.uk 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, Wet Midlands, WS10 ON. Opening hours Mon-Fii 9 10.6 pm , Sat? to2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification... 4 


Powerchairs Mobility Consultants 
New and Nearly New, Electric Wheelchairs, 
3 and 4 Wheel Scooters. 

All models wanted and for sale. 
Ring Free anytime 


0800 074 6834 


All major credit cards accepted 


Accessible Vehicle 
Register 


We specialise in locating used 
vehicles to suit the specific needs 
of our customers. If you are 
looking for an accessible vehicle 
or have one to dispose of, contact 
Adam Price.We also supply and 
install all forms of access equipment. 


01202 814112 


adamprice.avr@tiscali.co.uk 


COTSWOLD COTS 


We Design And Build Any 
Cot or Bed You Need. 


yotS Extra Strong Playpens. 
Extra Large Stairgates. 
Fitted Padded Play Areas. 


High Quality Fair prices 
Information Phone 01993 842885 


The Algarve, Portugal 


Small hotel owned and run by English 
family. Home from home. Happy and 
friendly. Home cooked food. Diets 
catered for. All bedrooms en-suite. 
Our own swimming pool and grass 
bowling green. Golfing bookings can 
be made. We are fully equipped for 
wheelchair users, their families and 
friends. Met at Faro airport. 

For brochures and flights with A.T.0.L. 
agents, tel: 00 351 289 396589, tel UK: 
01895 471 631, fax: 00 351 289 394924. 


WORLD ACCESS TRAVEL.COM 
“Opening up the world for people with disabilities” 
We tailor holidays to your requirements, wherever you wish to 

travel & have a range of “ready made” vacations in Europe to 
meet your needs. See our web site: www.world-access-travel.com 
or contact us by e mail, phone or letter! 
World Access Travel.Com, 10 Oaklands Business Park, 
Ferndale, CF43 4UG. Email: info@world-access-travel.com; 
tel: 01.443.732625 


WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE 
HOLIDAY COTTAGE IN RURAL FRANCE 


Charming cottage in Dordogne region available for rent. 


Reasonable rates. If you are looking for peace and quiet, 


warm weather, good food and wine, this is the place for 
you. Call or fax Ed Passant on 01233 734 097 or e-mail: 


ed.passant@mail.com web: www.accessholidays.com 


Hertfordshire 
Petasfield Stables Holiday Cottage 


Stunning, wheelchair accessible converted stables, 
with beautiful views over the Hertfordshire 
countryside. Riding and stable management 

courses available. Sleeps four, wheel-in shower, 

shower chair provided. Electric sink and hob riser 

in kitchen, wild flower garden and BBQ. Historic 
Hertford town centre 1.5 miles. Easy reach of 

London, Cambridge and St Albans and major road 

links. For more information, contact: Helen Clark: 

01992 504201. helen@petasfieldstables.co.uk 


Norfolk, Nar Valley 
Holiday Cottages 


3 self-catering, all wheelchair accessible, 1 with 
wheel-in shower room, 2 with airbaths. Mostly 
en-suite. Electric bed. On working farm — peaceful 
location, central for beaches and tourist 
attractions. Indoor heated swimming pool. 
More details and prices, contact: 
Rosemary on 01760 338797. 


Cornwall - Nr Truro. 
2 newly converted barns on small 
family farm. Fully wheelchair accessible. 
Ensuite bedrooms. Sleeps up to 6. For 
details contact Esme Eyles 01726 
883240 or www.treworgansfarm.co.uk 


An idyllic & peaceful cumbria beauty spot. 
The Tranquil Otter. Lux lodges with sauna 
& whirlpool bath/hot-tub, logburner. All 


lakeside position with picture book views. 
Outstanding w/c accessible lodges, paths, 
shops etc. Wheely Boat! 01228 576661. 
www.thetranquilotter.co.uk 


PAIGNTON, DEVON 
Six Berth wheelchair 
accessible caravan within a 
mile of the beach. Site facilities 
include club, indoor and 
outdoor pools, sauna, steam 
room, children’s play area. 
Tel. Devon ASBAH on 01803 
522256 —- www.dasbah.com 


Burgundy 

Beautiful Bourgogne wine region, South-East France. 
Les Vignes de Louzy 

Large ground floor gite in a 150yr old substantial stone 
Farmhouse. Sleeps 2/4. Newly renovated. Specially 
adapted for disabled holidaymakers. Wheelchair 
accessibility. Large en-suite bedroom with 2 electric 
profiling beds and large specially equipped bathroom. 
Large open plan kitchen/diner/living room. Internal 
double garage with electronic door. Former vineyard 
with extensive grounds on the edge of a small village. 
Jane & Colin Holman, Tel: 01622 673491/755120; 
Fax: 01622 763688; E-mail: info@jcgites.co.uk; 
Website: www.jcgites.co.uk 


Portreath — Cornwall 
Tastefully converted luxury 5 star barns 
on the breathtaking North Cornish Coast. 

Full wheelchair access, en-suite 


bedrooms, level entry shower. 
Sleeps 2-6. Short Breaks available. 
A warm welcome guaranteed. 
Tel: Lynne Drew 01209 842317 
www. higherlaityfarm.co.uk 


10 MINUTES 
FROM DISNEYLAND 


Florida villa owned by 
paraplegic. Sleeps up to 12, 
fully accessible and large. 
King size bed with ensuite 
bathroom, we and wheel-in 
shower. Large pool with water 
operated seat for a disabled 
person. A holiday you can take 
with confidence. Contact John 


Gillett on: 01805 601147. 


Hopton Holiday Village. 
Heated access caravans available on Norfolk coast 
between Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft. 2 
bedroomed unit suitable for wheelchair access and 
3 bedroomed unit suitable for persons with some 
mobility. For further details contact 01493 603845. 


Near Salisbury - newly converted 
stable block self-catering units. 
Ground floor 1 double/twin bedroom 
en-suite wheel-in shower. Upstairs 
1 double, 1 single, shower room. 
Open plan kitchen & living room. 
Patio & shared garden. ETB category 
2, 4-star highly commended. 
Non-smoking. Prices from £195 pw. 
Available all year. Tel: 01722 349002, 
e-mail: mail@old-stables.co.uk, 
www.old-stables.co.uk 


nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn SSS 


disabilitynow May 2005 


Classified 43 


e Recruitment (on page 43 to 46) |» Holidays 


GAER COTTAGES 
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BISHOP GROSSETESTE COLLEGE, LINCOLN 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 


Bishop Grosseteste College is looking to appoint additional governing body members with industrial, 
commercial, employment or professional experience. They are likely to be senior, multi-skilled managers who 
are able to take a strategic view, contribute ideas and make decisions. In addition, as an Anglican college, 
BGC has to maintain a majority of governors who are communicant members of the Church of England. 


Key responsibilities of the Board include determining the character of the institution as a Church of 
England College, the College’s overall educational character and mission, financial health and its role in 
developing strategic direction. Members serve on a voluntary basis (although expenses are reimbursed) 
and are normally appointed for an initial term of four years. | 


If you have expertise in an area of relevance to the College's activities such as finance, human resources, 
estates, public relations, marketing, education and training or to its overall mission — then please write 


for further details and an application pack to: 


Fred Sweeting, Clerk to the Governors, Bishop Grosseteste College, Newport, Lincoln LN1 3DY 


Or email f.w.sweeting@bgc.ac.uk 


Applications to be received no later than 31 May 2005. We are particularly, though not exclusively, 
interested in applicants who also satisfy the church membership criterion explained above. 


Have you ever yearned to try a spot of undercover 
detective work...? If so, Maritz Virtual Customers® 
has a mission you might like to accept. 


One of the UK’s leading mystery shopping providers, we 
carry out assignments in a wide range of market sectors, 
from retail outlets and public transport to cinemas and 
restaurants. We’re currently expanding our panel of mystery 
shoppers nationwide and are particularly interested in 
recruiting people with disabilities. 


If you’d be happy to take on occassional mystery shopping 
assignments, are over |8 and have a few free hours in the 
daytime and evening, why not join our panel? In return for 
carrying out the assessment and completing a questionnaire 


you will be paid a fee plus expenses. 


«, Maritz 


Us 


For more information, just contact Sarah Radford, Maritz Virtual 
Customers, 65-69 London Road, High Wycombe, Bucks. HPI 1 1ZA 
or by email at sarah.radford@virtual-customers.co.uk. Alternatively, 


call our virtual customers helpline on 01628 496134. 


OM 


SOUTH YORKSHIRE 
PASSENGER TRANSPORT 


PPLE EPS Oe 


Working in partnership with the four South Yorkshire District 
Councils of Barnsley, Doncaster, Rotherham and Sheffield, local 
public transport operators and many South Yorkshire organisations, 
the South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive is responsible 
for securing and promoting the best possible public transport 
network for the South Yorkshire community. 


Through our commitment to providing equal opportunities we 
intend to be an organisation that embraces and encourages diversity 
and is positive about employing disabled people. 


All vacancies are advertised on our website at: www.sypte.co.uk 
and within local newspapers, alternatively you can call the Human 
Resources Department on 0114 2211218 for information. 


Benefits include a flexible working hours scheme, 26 days holiday 
per year, a company final salary based pension scheme and a free 
countywide TravelMaster providing unlimited bus, tram and rail 
travel throughout South Yorkshire. 


Centre of . 9 
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE ee SAB 


The Transport Executive is striving to become an exemplar 
Equality and Diversity Employer 
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Awarded for excellence 


6 of the 9 traditional Welsh stone cottages 
are single storey, easily accessible from 


Visit us at www.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 
OR TEL/FAX 
01570 470275 


HOLIDAY FLATS FOR DISABLED GUESTS 
at Par in Comwall, which is run by Scope. Each 
flat sleeps 6 — 1 guest must be disabled. New 
showers, new microwave ovens, heating all 
bedrooms, suitable for w/chairs, Vacancies 
April £65 pw, May/June £100pw July/Aug 
£105pw. Reg Chairty No. 221875. 

Contact the Manager, tel: (01579) 344108. 


Altinkum — Turkey 


2 & 3 Bed, Sleeps 6 & 8. Brand New 
Fully Wheelchair Accessible Luxury 
Accommodation on Holiday Complex. 
Includes, Ramps, 3 Pools, Hoist, 
Wheel-in Shower, Grab Rails, Raised 
Toilet, Wide Doors/Corridors and More. 


Visit www. DisabledDestinationAbroad.com 
Tel: 07709 880532. 


HARTGROVE FARM, DORSET 
Award winning holiday cottages on working 
farm. A really lovely holiday for disabled 
guests and their families. Glorious countryside 
and views. Logfires, C.H. mobile hoist and 
other equipment. Care homes very welcome. 

Tel: 01747 811830 
www. hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


NORMANDY FRANCE 


Magnificent farm house peacefully 
situated in glorious countryside. Sleep up 
to 13. 6 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms. Ground 

floor fully accessible with large en suite 
bedroom. W.C. Bath. Wheel in shower. 
Private gardens with heated swimming 
pool (summer ‘05). 5 mins to village with 
shops, restaurants and weekly market. 
Beautiful, unspoilt beaches 25 mins. 
Tel: 01747 811908. Fax: 01747 811066. 
Mobile: 07970 000680. 
Email: smart @ hartgrovefarm.co.uk 
Web: www.hartgrovefarm.co.uk 


¢ Accommodation — 


Accessible or adapted property to sell or let? 
Searching for accessible or adapted property? 
The Accessible Property Register 
‘Bringing accessible property into the 
mainstream’. Tel: 0114 2307058, web: 
Wwww.accessible-property.org.uk 


WARNING TO ALL VISITORS 


We have been 
warned about a 
scam involving 
people from 
overseas who say 
they want to buy a 
product and who 
offer to pay using 
cheques and 
Western Union 
money transfers. 
Although no DN 
users have been 
hit yet, other 
disability websites 
have been. Be 
particularly wary 
of accepting 
cheques from 
overseas. 
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EQ is a newly formed equality and diversity agency working in the creative industries. 
Our mission is ambitious but simple - to achieve equal opportunities in the creative industries. 


We are looking for two new staff members and new Board members 
to help develop our organisation and achieve our mission. 


Programme Director Training Manager - Equilateral Board Members 


Salary range £35,000 - £40,000 pa 
Additional £3,000 weighting if based in London 
Based in Halifax or London 


Salary Range £24,000 - £31,000 pa inclusive of London weighting 
Based in London 


Voluntary positions (all expenses paid) 

(Meetings held in London and Halifax) 

The EQ board led by Philip Hedley CBE (former Artistic Director of 
Theatre Royal Stratford East) is looking for new members to help 
guide the new organisation over its formative years. 


EQ welcomes applications from those with experience or interest 
in the Equality agenda; with business, marketing or fundraising 
skills; and from practising artists keen to contribute to a new 
company. You will be asked to commit to four board meetings a 
year, and to act as a representative of EQ. 


Equilateral is a project delivering equality training to creative 
employers. 

EQ needs an experienced trainer with a demonstrable 
understanding of the needs of employers to deliver this project. 
You should also possess strong partnership brokering skills and 
the ability to develop training materials and practical tools for 
employers to create diverse organisations. 


18 month fixed term contract. Extension funding is being sought. 


You will develop and deliver equality and diversity programmes in 
the creative industries. You will be part of the senior management 
team and contribute to the future strategy of the organisation. 


You will have several years’ experience of working on equality 
initiatives within the creative industries. You must be a strategic 
thinker and a great people manager. 


EQ has offices in Halifax and London. We offer 30 days leave, a contributory group pension scheme and an inclusive, flexible working environment. 
For an application pack either visit www.thinkeq.org.uk or contact Claire at claire@thinkeq.org.uk or on 01422 381618. Closing date is 16 May 2005. 


EQ welcomes applications from everyone and values diversity in our workforce. EQ offers a guaranteed interview scheme to people with disabilities 
who meet the person specification. For more information please contact Claire or see our website. 
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Leading learning and skills 


* INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


If you have a disability or health 
condition that affects your chances 
of finding or keeping a job, ask 

to see a Disability Employment 
Adviser, based in your local 
Jobcentre Plus office or Jobcentre. 


They can provide: 


t 


haln ith finding and kaaningn 9a inh 
¢ help with finding and keeping a job 
term . - TAA 
® information on training 
a1 iInnort ith hanafit antitlamant ar 
upport with benefit entitlement and 


ike New Deal, and 


Contact your local Jobcentre Plus 
SA y aS Office or Jobcentre for further 
VIVE information. 


www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk 


jobcentreplus 


Including Jobcentres and 
social security offices 


Policy Officer - Disability and Age 
From £21,544 per annum equality 


The Equality Challenge Unit has an opportunity for a Policy Officer to 
join a growing team seeking to improve equal opportunities for all who 
work in higher education. 


We only see what’s important 


We serve a large and diverse community, and the 
issues that each person in it faces cannot all be 
resolved in the same manner. A diverse workforce 
is the only real way to meet their needs head 
on. This is why we only look at skill, ability and 
potential. And it's also why we want to talk to you. 


Visit www. jointhurrock.org 


THURROCK <> COUNCIL 


Promoting diversity-fighting intolerance 


The Policy Officer will work with a Policy Adviser forming a team taking 
the lead responsibility in the areas of disability and age. At the same 
time, the appointee will be able to contribute to the Unit's integrated 
approach to the mainstreaming of equality and diversity. 


This will involve supporting policy development, researching and drafting 
material for circulation and for the website, assisting in the arrangement 
of ECU events and externally focused activities, and responding to 
enquiries from Higher Education Institutions. 


Benefits include 25 days’ holiday per year, plus Bank Holidays and 
6 additional days, flexi-time and final salary pension scheme. 


To obtain further details and an application form, please download 
from www.ecu.ac.uk e-mail admin@ecu.ac.uk or call 020 7520 7060 
(24-hour answerphone). Closing date for applications is Wednesday 
18 May at noon. Interviews will be held on Friday 27 May 2005. 


The postholder will be employed by Universities UK, which aims to be an 
equal opportunities employer. Charity no 1001127. 
The ECU office is at 3rd Floor, 4 Tavistock Place, London WC1H 9RA. 
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Classified 45 


* Wheelchairs/scoote 


RMA SHOPRIDER SCOOTER (Sovereign) 
Mode S888NR. Red, excellent condi- 
tion, only used twice. £750 ONO 
(Scooter was approx £1000 new), will 
deliver within a 50 mile radius. Tel 
01908 501994 (Milton Keynes). 


E-MOTION POWER WHEELS converts 
manual chair to electric, complete 
with mains and car chargers. Used 3 
times, £1,000. Tel: 01782 551113 
(Staffordshire). 


KARELMA EAGLE ELECTRIC scooter, top 
of the range incl all-weather canopy, 
front rear basket, flashing beacon for 
night driving. With charger, max speed 
8 mph, 35 miles on full charge. In pris- 
tine condition and only used 4 times 
due to owner’s eyesight. £1,900 ono. 
Tel: 020 8428 7361 (Pinner). 


ELECTRICALLY POWERED WHEELCHAIR, 
with battery charger and kerb climber. 
Cost £750.00 one year ago and has 
been used 4 times since then! 
£250 ono. Tel: 01329 665934 


(Portsmouth/Southampton area) or } 


mobile: 07889 301542. 


SHOPRIDER SCOOTIE, 4 wheeled scoot- 
er combined with three wheel 
manoeuvrability. Two batteries, max 
speed 4 mph, 10 miles on full charge. 
Basket, weight capacity 14 stone, fits 
easily into a small car’s boot. 
Together with full instruction manu- 
al, in excellent condition, £300 ono. 
Tel: 020 8568 4838. 


ULTRALITE POWER CHAIR Model 750 
will fold up to go in boot. Little used, 
as new, £1200. Photograph available. 
Tel: 01202 761810 or email: peter.teb- 
bit@internet.com 


RIO 3 MOBILITY travel scooter, basket 
and charger. 10 miles on full charge, 
max speed 4 mph. Folds up easily, 10 
months’ old. Still under warranty, 
£500 ono. Tel: 01332 752599. 


CYCLONE SPORTS WHEELCHAIR, 
leather upholstery, carbon fibre 
wheels, gold anodised frame, new 
tyres. In very good condition, £500. 
Tel: 01793 338692 (Swindon). 


SPECTRA ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, 
chrome, little used, kerb climbers, 
batteries and battery charger. Cost 
£3,000 new, accept £500 ono. Tel: 020 
8303 9918. 


AQUASOOTHE TRAVEL LITE scooter 
cost new £1,795 July 2000, only used 5 
times, includes battery plus spare bat- 
tery charger, easy stowage in car boot. 
Buyer collects. £450 ono. Tel: 020 
8302 2773. 


INVAMED MONACO ELECTRIC scooter 
S777NA with charger (two 12 amp, 12 
volts seal lead batteries). Variable 
speed, max 10 mph. Detachable swiv- 
el seat with fold down basket, punc- 
ture proof tyres, horn. With full oper- 
ational instructions, never been used. 
Cost £1,595, asking £595 ono. Tel: 
020 8248 4783. 


AUTOCHAIR WHEELCHAIR MINI-HOIST, 
never been used, cost £695, asking 
£450. Tel: 01453 886465 (Glos). 


Disability, Pregnancy and 


Parenthood international 
National Centre for Disabled Parents 


Unit F9, 89-93 Fonthill Road, 


London N4 3JH 


web: http:/Awww.dppi.org.uk/ 


Disability, Pregnancy & Parenthood International (DPPI): 
A national service providing information to parents, 
prospective parents, professional workers and others on 


disability and parenthood. 


INFORMATION OFFICER 


P/T 16 hours p.w. Salary £27,012 (pro rata on NJC point 31). 
Based at National Centre for Disabled Parents in North London. 


To be part of team running enquiry service, researching and 
producing information resources to high standard, working 
collaboratively with other providers. This post includes 
particular brief concerning visual impairment. 


Excellent communication skills required. Awareness and 
sensitivity to concerns of disabled parents essential (personal 


experience an advantage). 


Closing date for receipt of completed application forms: 


16 May 2005 at noon. 


For application pack contact via email: rosaleen@dppi.org.uk 


No telephone requests, please. 


WHEELTECH 12V WHEELCHAIR power 
pack for manual wheelchair inc. 
charger, carrry case, fittings and 
instructions. As new (never been used) 
10 months old. £375 or near offer. 
Tel: 0151 922 0576. Email: paultun- 
ney@blueyonder.co.uk 


SUNRISE MEDICAL POWERTEC F45 
wheelchair with charger for indoor 
and outdoor use. With kerb climbers. 
Adjustable speed setting, With 
instruction manual. £450 ono. Tel: 
01764 679586 (Comrie, Perthshire). 


SHOPRIDER SOVEREIGN SCOOTER, pur- 
chased March 03. With charger, max 
speed 6 mph, 30 miles on full charge. 
Front and rear lights, front basket. With 
manual, hardly been used, cost £1,950, 
asking £950 ono. Tel: 020 8904 8920. 


RASCAL 235 3-WHEELED scooter. 
Heavy duty batteries, little used, £600. 
Tel: 020 8907 8532/2400. 


BATH KNIGHT, EASY lowering and lift- 
ing in and out of bath. With full 
instructions, in vgc, £450 ono. Tel: 
020 8568 4838. 


TRAVELMASTER HOIST, £495 ono. 
Parker bath £550 ono. Clos-o-Mat 
£550 ono. Tel: 07956 424527 
(Wandsworth, London). 


TERRY VERTICAL LIFT, Harmony 
Model, excellent condition, full safety 
features inc. remote, 225 max weight 
(wheelchair + passenger). FREE to 
buyer prepared to meet cost of collect- 
ing and making good. Freeway Lifts 
service history. Tel: 01428 653517 
(Haslemere Surrey). 


WESSEX VERTICAL LIFT, VM model, 
dismantled, ready for installation. 
Excellent condition, full safety fea- 
tures, 150 kg max weight. Retail 
£9,000, for quick sale £4,250 ono. Tel: 
07979 357587 (Bracknell). 


WHICKER COMMODE, NEVER used, 
£150. Tel: 01202 761810 or email: 
peter.tebbit@internet.com 


DOUBLE ADJUSTAMATIC BED with 
rise/recline function for whole bed. 
Can be easily dismantled, in very 
good condition, £300 ono. Tel: 07974 
430577 (Chard, Somerset). 


TWO BEDROOM MiD-terraced house 
in Dagenham. Fully adapted for 
wheelchair user: through floor 
lift, low level kitchen units, shower 
room. Rear garden with ramp for 
access through conservatory. Off 
street parking, local surgery, conve- 
nience stores and nearby park. 


£146,995. Tel: 01268 785233. 


Surrey 


[Independent 


Operation 
Manager 


35 hours p. w. salary £25,215 to £27,918 
including Outer Fringe Allowance. 


Registered charity no. 1088220 


Surrey Independent Living Council (SILC) is an 
organisation controlled and managed by disabled 
people. SILC is contracted by Surrey County Council to 
provide a Direct Payments Support Service to disabled 
people in the county until 2009. 


The Operations Manager has responsibility for the 
day to day management of the support service and 
ensuring the delivery of a high quality service in line 
with contractual agreements and the aims of SILC. 


The successful candidate will be able to demonstrate: 

e Direct personal experience of disability 

e Thorough understanding of and commitment to 
the principles of Independent Living 

e Minimum 3 years experience of managing staff 
effectively 

e Extensive knowledge of Direct Payments and 
associated legislation/social care practice 

e Experience of working in partnership with statutory 
authorities 

e Experience of designing and delivering training 

e Excellent IT skills 


The post is based at SILC’s Guildford office but 
travel throughout the county is essential. 


Closing date: 16 May 2005. Interviews: 3 June 2005. 


SILC is an equal opportunities employer. 


For application pack contact SILC:- 
Telephone: 01483 458111. Minicom: 01483 459977 
Email: info@surreyilc.org.uk 
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Classified linage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and 
want to place a classified advertisement (not Personal 
adverts). Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to allow 


Linage styles: 


disabilitynow 
i -_ a space between words. Use each space in the line even i 
ee end) at pe | ee ee he fo ee if you have to split words at the end. paler ae cry a rant 
eee ee wer | EXAMPLE OF 
semi-display linage advert. Cost: £9 
l ake | | | | |_t | | | | | | | —— =e fe aE eae per line plus £10. Tick box below. I 
I I 
J ES ts ek. aie | 
J EXAMPLE OF I 
l hee | ae mu ale | | | | | fh | | | | corel | | | | a | | | | _d| | | | | | | box linage advert. Cost: £9 per line 1 
I plus £20. Tick box below. | 
I | ol ie Bl Ee 5 | a be ot ed Meee Oe | es es eieer | ue be tie | I 
|) Choose an advert style from far right. Send this coupon with your name, address, Continue on a separate sheet if necessary O Standard linage advert 
daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to a3 ; 
Semi-display linage advert 
'l Disability Now to: 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. ©) semi-display linage 
l (S) Box linage advert 1 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 
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je Comrses IE Contracts & Tenders 


Centre for Disability Studies School of Sociology 
and Social Policy University of Leeds 


New Diplomas and MAs in 
Disability Studies at Leeds 


In addition to our established Diploma/MaA in Disability Studies programmes, 
the Centre of Disability Studies now offers five new taught post graduate 
courses in Disability and related fields. These include Disability and Gender, 
Disability and Health, Disability and Race and Ethnicity, Disability and Social 
Policy, and Disability and Special Educational Needs. These dedicated schemes 
give students the opportunity to apply a disability studies perspective to 
particular areas of social policy and support. All our Disability Studies 
courses are designed for people working in or planning a career in the 
general area of disability research and related services. 

Candidates will normally have a first degree or equivalent professional 
qualification, but relevant experience will be taken into account 
where appropriate. These courses are taught in an accessible location 
and the University welcomes disabled students. 

Note: only the Post Graduate Diploma/MA in Disability Studies scheme is 
available as an open distance learning package. 

For further details please contact MARIE ROSS or DEBBIE WESTMORELAND 
in the School of Sociology and Social Policy at the University of Leeds, LST JT. 


Tel: and Minicom (0113) 2334407 or (0113) 2334408 


arate! 


=) The University of Reading 


Inclusive Environments: Design & Management 


The newly updated and exciting MSc and CPD modules 
started in October 2003. Revised to take into account the 
latest legislative, design, research and technological trends, 
our multi-disciplinary programme will place you at the cutting 
edge of the latest developments in the field. 


The MSc is a unique part-time multi-professional Executive 
Programme, which may be studied individually as part of 

your personal & career development (CPD) or accumulated to 
achieve a qualification at Certificate, Post-Graduate Diploma or 
Master's level. 

Modules 


Module 1 Introducing Accessibility & Inclusion (includes 
access auditing) 


Module 2 Disability and Access Legislation 

Module 3 Transport 

Module 4 Inclusive Design 

Module 5 Communication in the Built Environment 
Module 6 Housing and Assistive Technology 

Please visit our website for further detailed information 
www.reading.ac.uk/ie or contact Course Co-ordinator 


Dr. Deniz Ediz at Telephone: 0118 3786220, 
Fax: 0118 9316735, Email: b.d.ediz@reading.ac.uk 


& 
Research Group 
le for Inclusive Environments 


The Voluntary Sector is one of the Our courses include: 
fastest growing areas of the UK Certificate in Interpersonal Skills for 
economy. Twenty-six million adults Volunteers us 
take part in some form of voluntary Experiencing Disability 
activity in the UK each year and Psychology 
2005 is the Year of the Volunteer. Sociology 

Information Technology 
Innovative courses that empower Addiction 
and inspire. The Department of 
Voluntary Sector Studies at the 
University of Wales, Lampeter has 
designed a unique range of distance 
learning courses for both volunteers 
and paid workers. These courses 
will help to further your knowledge 
and experience leading to a 
Certificate, Diploma or Degree in 
Voluntary Sector Studies. 


Start now. All our courses are open, 
distance learning - you can start 
when you like and work at your own 
pace. A fee waiver or grant may be 
available, depending on your 
circumstances. 


Contact us for more information 
(01570) 424785 
enquiries@volstudy.ac.uk 
www.volstudy.ac.uk 


te Wy Department of Voluntary Sector Studies 
ake University of Wales 

VOL 

2 @ [_ampeter 
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The Law Society 


Invitation to tender 


DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION 


“ BRIEFINGS. 


The Law Society of England and Wales regulates and 
represents solicitors. It sets the professional rules 
that solicitors must follow, provides guidance on 
complying with the rules and promotes best practice 
in the profession. 


The Society invites tenders for a series of regional 
briefings for solicitors on the Disability Discrimination 
Act. The aim of the briefings is to raise solicitors’ 
awareness of the Act and what it means to them 
as employers, service providers and court users. 


Bidders will be expected to demonstrate: 


e The skills and experience required to address the 
full range of issues that may affect disabled service 
users, including issues around disability and one 
or more other aspect, race/ethnicity, religion, 
gender, sexuality, class and age; 


¢ A comprehensive understanding of the legal 
framework governing disability discrimination and 


¢ The ability to provide current examples of good 
practice which offer learning points for participants; 
e A proven track record of tailoring seminars to 
particular audiences and contexts; 
e Experience of providing training material 
which serves as a useful resource during 
and after sessions; 


e Cost effective delivery of 2-3 hour briefings 
organised with the Law Society's regional offices. 


Evidence supporting the above requirements will 
be used to select the successful bidder. 


An information pack for those interested in submitting 
a tender is available from David Ridley - email 
david.ridley(alawsociety.org.uk. For any queries 
please contact Jo Wheater on 0207 320 9558. 


Expressions of interest must be received by 
4th May 2005. 


solicitors’ practices; 
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Grants for the arts < 
<& Q 
VEL ps 
Our grants are for individuals, arts organisations, 
national touring, and other people who use the 
arts as part of their work. 


We want to increase opportunities for cultural 
diversity in the arts — this includes support for deat 
and disabled artists. 


Visit www.artscouncil.org.uk for more 
information or to download an application pack. 
Or you can phone 0845 300 6200, 

fax 020 7608 4100, textphone 020 7608 4101, or 


send an email to enquiries@artscouncil.org.uk 


Enable Enterprises’ Select is a leading online 
disability shop offering projects which can not be 
found elsewhere. From adult bibs and feeding 
aprons with sleeves to swimming jackets, hats and 
verruca socks. Come and visit our online shop. 
www.enableenterprises.com/select or 
phone 0800 358 8484. 


CONDITIONS 


Disability Now maintains the 
right to amend or withdraw 
linage adverts without prior 
notice. All adverts must com- 
ply with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. 

Telephone numbers and 
addresses will not be placed 
in personal adverts, for 
confidentiality. Instead, Box 
numbers will be provided. 
Likewise, telephone numbers 
and addresses will not be 
given out over the telephone 
if requested. 

Box Numbers can be 
requested for non-personal 
adverts. However, it may 
limit the response to it. If you 
want to advertise docu- 
ments, goods or services 
contact Patrick Durham- 
Matthews tel: 020 7619 7320, 
fax: 020 7619 7331. 

Linage adverts can only be 
used by private individuals. 
All commercial enquiries 
must be addressed to 
Richard Gresham (see 
contact details above). 

DN cannot accept respon- 
sibility for loss or damage of 
adverts or letters during for- 
warding. It is the responsibil- 
ity of the advertiser to check 
the content of their advert, 
and to ensure any abbrevia- 
tions cannot be misunder- 
stood. 
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LAST MONTH’S WINNERS 


The winner of the Mission Piggyback Mk2 in the March issue 
was T Lister from Winchester. 

The winner of the Dilo story books, a CD and ‘Sunshine on the 
Water’ video was J Wilson from Solihull. 


The winner of the Flexiloc Ramp Kit 2 was J Woolnough from 
Guildford. 


to enter 


Tick the competition circle below, ! 
add your details, and send for 
FREE to Disability Now, Freepost WD4323, London N7 9BR, 

or you can fax it on 020 7619 7331, or e-mail the details to: 
fiona.mitchell@scope.org.uk 


Book () 


Tattoo C) 


@ 


terms &  ° “losing date for entrants: 20.05.05 « 
conditions —=trants must be over 18 « No proof of 
purchase required « UK entrants only » No 
cash alternatives « Winners notified by post « Editor’s 
decision is final « Special offers not open to DN staff or 
associates ¢ Winners may be announced in DN « In 
association with Gowrings Mobility and RAF Charitable 
Trust Enterprises. We may use your name and address for 


further marketing purposes. Please tick the box if you do 


not wish your details to be included Q 


DN next month 


All the best news, views, jobs and offers. On sale 28 May. 


@ DNEMPLOYMENT SURVEY (3) 


Which company tops the table on employing 
disabled people? 


@ CHARITIES CHALLENGED 


Key organisations will be called to answer allegations 
that they ignore sexual inclusion 


@ FANTASY DIARY 


Disabled fetish fan goes to his first club 


@ HACKED OFF DIARY 


Disabled trainee journalist Jessica Sutton records her 
time at Inside Soap magazine 


NEWSAGENT ORDER FORM 


; (Please complete and take to your newsagent) 
iPlease reserve me aregular copy of () i 
| Disability Now until further notice 
, Please deliver a copy of Disability Now O 
;to my home address , 
l 1 
EG TES el RNR RRR ree a cake ree ee , 
| Address: NL. Vr 2A Sap taoae AUIS Rie been cre IE A, OS OR ! 

NE ON 31S Re Bal rasa tera Net : 
ll POS{COGG Sis ammnnn Nin led nnn e I 
I I 
1 Signature: 
, To the newsagent: Disability Now, ISSN 0958-4676, is , 
I published monthly by Scope, 6 Market Road, London N7 9PW. I 


'\t is distributed by MMC Ltd, Octagon House, White Hart 


,; Meadows, Ripley, Woking, Surrey GU23 6HR. ¥ 
I Tel: +44 (0)1483 211222, fax: +44 (0)1483 224541. i 


TANNI’S BOOK 


owrings Mobility is giving away ten copies of Dame Tanni 
Grey-Thompson’s autobiography Seize the Day. 

The book gives a revealing insight into the life of one of 
Britain’s most respected athletes. Dame Tanni talks candidly 
about her childhood and living with spina bifida, her continued 
conflict with the way society accepts disabled people and the 
realisation of her dream to become the top-class athlete she is 
today. 


TANNI 
CBE SON 


My AUS HILO OTe | 


For your chance to win a copy of the book tick ‘Book’ in the 
entry form. 

Normally priced at £17.99, readers buying Seize the Day 
directly from Gowrings Mobility are also offered a discounted 
rate of £12.00. To order a copy call 0845 608 8050 or go to 
www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


Gowrings Mobility is also running a competition to win a 


gowrings 
mobility 


= a ety 
REE | | 
-FIZE THE D AY wheelchair passenger vehicle as 
S E [ZE ane f ; part of its 40th anniversary 
fundraising promotion with a 
view to raising £100,000 for a group of charities. Tanni, who is the 
face of the competition, is rallying the nation to enter via hotline 


09065 500 600. 


AIR TATTOO 


he RAF Charitable Trust Enterprises is giving away ten 
pairs of adult tickets for this year’s Royal International 
Air Tattoo. 
The tickets, for the event on 16 and 17 July, also allow free 
entry for accompanied children aged 15 and under, as part of 
its family-friendly package. 
As Europe’s largest air show you will witness the secretive 
world of aerial surveillance with some of the greatest spy 
planes from the past 50 years, an eight-hour extravaganza of 
precision flying by some of the world’s leading Top Gun pilots and 
breathtaking displays by international aerobatics team. 
There will also be a wide range of entertainments on the ground, 
including simulator rides, a funfair and a musical extravaganza. 
For your chance to win a pair 
of tickets tick ‘Tattoo’ in the 
entry form. 


THE ROYAL INTERNATIONAL 


Ale 


16 - 17 July 2005 RAF Fairford 


For more information visit www.airtattoo.com or call on 
0870 758 1918. 


WAlAN PPE ESTP SEIS PES ERS SE PESOS ELS PERMES SS SPOTS 


Volkswagen Liberty 
wheelchair accessible luxury MPV iS B 


: Side lift (including wheelchair driver) , 
la mM D, (rear or side) Or 
lowered floor (61 inches head room) 


| 
i 


“Whatever your 
needs our fantastic 
new VW Liberty range 
offers the best value 
for money ever. 


+ 
i 
i 
{ 
i} 


samen SSR 


You choose |. 


Encompassing :- 

* Side or rearramp } 
* Underfloor side lift 

* Wheelchair driver 

* Side by side 

* Lowered floor 

* Air suspension 


Visually stunning & 

} superbly engineered 
| by Jubilee, this truly 

} amazing luxury multi 
seater offers genuine 
wheelchair access, 
without the need for 
| compromise. 


brochures : home demonstration : information : finance quotations : advice 


}esMotability 0121 502 2252 


OSES DERE 


: www.jubileeauto.co.uk 
He Jubilee Automotive Group Lid, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 fo 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
' Soap ee Dew teers oho ea al in lag emma 
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